Letham 8 May 1805
CONTRACT AMONG THE FEUARS AND HOLDERS OF PERPETUAL LEASES IN
THE VILLAGE OF LETHAM. 1805
We, Subscribers, Feuars and Holders of Perpetual Leases in Letham, considering that
GEORGE DEMPSTER OF DUNNICHEN ESQ. hath agreed to make over to us the Mill,
School House and Greens at Letham, to be possessed by us- in common for behoof of
ourselves and our successor feuars and holders of perpetual leases in that village on
condition of our becoming bound to pay annually to him the sum of four pounds sterling
as the interest of the money expended by him in building said School house and Mill, and
it being necessary that we should enter into an agreement among ourselves as to the
management of said Common Good, in order to prevent all differences among us or our
successors or any other persons who may hereafter become feuars or holders of perpetual
leases in said village. Therefore wit ye us to have become bound as we by these presents
bind and oblige us, our heirs and successors to stand to abide by, implement and fulfill the
following conditions and regulations, which are to be observed in all time coming as the
rules for managing the foresaid Common Good.
PRIMO.

The feuars and holders of perpetual leases shall meet annually at 12 o’clock noon on the - - - - - day of - - - - - - within the - - - - - - - - - of Letham and make choice of nine Office
Bearers from among themselves, viz. a Preses, Treasurer and seven Managers, who are to
have the sole direction of letting the Mill, School House and the grass of the Greens, for
such period as a majority of them shall think proper under the limitations after mentioned.
These Office Bearers to continue no longer in the Management than one year unless reelected.

SECUNDO. The Preses is to preside at all the meetings and to have the casting vote in case of equality
and he along with one of the Managers is to subscribe the Minutes of all the meetings
along with the Clerk.
TERTIO.

The Treasurer shall receive the Rents for the Mill, Greens, etc. and shall before entering
on his office find two sureties for the faithful discharge of his Office.

QUARTO.

A Clerk is to be chosen for writing the Minutes, keeping the Accounts, etc. with such a
salary for his trouble as shall be fixed by the Managers or a majority of them.

QUIINTO.

The Managers are to be responsible to the Feuars for the trust reposed in them and shall
obey the orders of the General Meeting without any power to alter what shall be therein
resolved upon.

SEXTO.

The interest of the money advanced by MR DEMPSTER in building the School House
and Mill is to be paid out of the first of the rents drawn by the Managers and the
remainder shall be applied as follows:
One moiety towards making or repairing the streets of the village or the roads leading to
it, and the other moiety to be set aside as a fund for such purposes as shall be determined
by the General Meeting.
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SEPTIMO. Persons attending the General Meetings are to behave themselves with propriety,
addressing themselves to the Preses when speaking and, if a majority of members present
at such meetings shall be dissatisfied with the conduct of any member, it shall be in their
power to fine him in proportion to his offence. This fine to be added to the Common
Stock.
OCTAVO. No part of the expenses of any meeting or any expenses attending the management of the
Common Fund to be taken out thereof, excepting the salary of the Clerk.
NONO

It shall not be in the power of the Managers to give away any part of the Common
Greens, which are expressly reserved to the Inhabitants of the village for the purposes of
washing and bleaching their clothes. And the Mill shall always be kept as a plash mill for
the use and benefit of the Manufacturers. But with power nevertheless to the Managers if
they can find a second fall for another mill, to erect same or let ground for erecting one,
or for any other purpose, the rent thereof being always applied for the purposes and in the
terms above mentioned. But no such erection or bargain to be made without the
approbation of a General Meeting.
And We consent to the registration hereof in the Books of Council & Session or others
competent therein to remain for preservation and execution if necessary and for that end
constitute.
In Witness whereof We have subscribed these presents wrote on stamp paper by JOHN
MANN, apprentice to JAMES SANDS, Writer in Forfar. And We dispense with dates
being annexed to our respective subscriptions and hold the same to be as adhibited at
Letham, the date of the first General Meeting being the eighteen day of April, Eighteen
hundred and five years, before these witnesses, DAVID LANGLANDS JUNIOR, &
JAMES SCRIMEGOUR both in Letham.

DAVID LANGLANDS
JOHN MALCOLM
JOHN FORD
GEO. FARQUHARSON
WILL WEIGHTON
ANDREW MONCUR
CHAS STRACHAN
ROBERT JAMIESON
ALEX WHITE
JOHN YOUNG Sr
WILL DONALDSON

WILLIAM REID
JAMES SPARK
JOHN YOUNG Jr
JAMES WISHART
GEORGE PORTER
JAMES ALLAN
DAVID WHITE
ROBERT SHERET
WILLIAM MURRAY
JAMES FINDLAY
ANDREW BURNS
JOHN MATTHEW

JOHN LOWDON
NICOLL FORD
PETER OGILVY
DAVID RITCHIE
ALEX SMITH
ALEX MILL
DAVID CANT
GEORGE MILLER
JOHN LAWSON
JAMES ROBERTSON
JOHN NEIVE

26 April 2004
ADDENDUM
Dissolution Clause

At a general meeting of the feuars and holders of perpetual leases in the village of Letham, Angus held
within the Committee Rooms, Feuars’ Hall, Letham on the twenty sixth day of April Two Thousand
and four, and George Blyth being chosen Chairperson of the meeting it was unanimously stated and
resolved that the Letham Feuars’ Committee has, is and is to continue to be a non-profit making
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organisation with all profits and surpluses being applied to further the purposes and objectives of the
Committee. If upon winding up or dissolution of the Committee, there remains after the satisfaction of
all debts and liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be distributed amongst any
member of the Committee, Feuars or lessees but shall be given or transferred to the funds of another
non-profit making body whose purposes are similar to that of the purposes of the existing Committee,
all property funds and others to be utilised for the benefit of the Feuars, lessees and residents of
Letham.

24 April 2007
ADDENDUM

At a general meeting of the feuars and holders of perpetual leases in the village of Letham, Angus, held
within the Village Hall on the 24th day of April Two Thousand and Seven and Albert Brown Reid
being chosen Chairperson of the meeting it was stated and resolved that, in substitution for item
SEXTO above,
The Letham Feuars’ Committee’s charitable purposes shall be,
To take action to promote community and environmental improvement within the village of
Letham, Angus.
The Principal activities of the committee shall be:
a) To manage the resources held in common by the Feuars of Letham for the benefit of the
residents of the village.

b) To enhance the life of the village by engaging in community based activities.

c) To make grants to other voluntary agencies, operating within the village, whose aims and
activities are in accord with the aims and activities of the Committee.

-3-

