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Jubilee Allotments Newsletter

Welcome to the second edition of our newsletter.  Where are we now ……………….?
The Land
Sugar beet is still in the ground on the proposed allotment site and is due to be lifted
mid to late September.  
One of the land owners owns a bore hole and says the allotment group can have access to pump water into a large tank from which we can take water on a daily basis.  He has also offered a stand for the main water tank which is 4’ x 9’ x 5’ high, we need to provide the tank.   This is not a guaranteed water supply because there is a cost implication if the pump in the bore hole needs replacing, it is however, hoped we can use this supply for the foreseeable future.
Leases

We understand the landowners have agreed the leases, the Parish Council are waiting 

for planning permission to be granted before leases are signed by all parties.

The original plan was for the Parish Council to lease the land from the landowners; they in turn would lease the land to Blofield Allotment Association, who would manage 
the site and have tenancy agreements with each plot holder.  Roy (one of the Parish Councillors on the Working Party) recently attended a training event regarding allotments.  It led him to ask the question whether the Parish Council sub-leasing to BAA was the correct course of action.  This has been discussed and the Parish Council suggested they retain overall responsibility, with BAA having ‘day to day’ management of the allotment site, reporting to the Parish Council.  The BAA Committee feel this is the correct course of action.  

Planning permission

The planning application has been submitted to Broadland District Council.   This includes a new access directly onto the site, car parking, a communal shed, polytunnels/sheds on individual sites and a communal loo. 

Funding 

Broadland District Council, through David Pilch, have offered the allotment group canes, rabbit guards and 400 metres of hedging (a mix of hawthorn, blackthorn, dog rose, alder and the odd apple.) for the allotment site.  We have also been successful in our application for a Jubliee tree pack from the Woodland Trust, which consists of 100 metres of hedging.  It will be delivered week commencing 5th November, with this and the 400m from Broadland we will be able to plant a wildlife/conservation mix all the way round the allotment site and save a significant amount of s106 money.  

Once leases have been signed we will be looking for a workforce to help with planting,  if 50 people turn up that’s only 10 metres each!! 

Royal Mail very kindly opens their car park to the public on a Saturday afternoon when Norwich City plays at home.  All monies raised are donated to charities or good causes nominated by Royal Mail staff.  Andy Butler, one of our Committee, very kindly nominated Blofield Allotment Association and helped ‘hold a bucket’ on the first Saturday of the season - we received £160 towards our funds.
Anne & Toni, two of the BAA Committee, attended a meeting held at Broadland District Council regarding Big Lottery Funding.   The Big Lottery are encouraging applications from Broadland because there have not been many from this area.  There are 2 types of grants for community projects: 

1. Awards for All up to £10,000. Simple form-based application, at the moment plenty of funds available.  Sounds ideal for community building or toilet.  

2. Reaching Communities over £10,000. More complex two-part application process, less likely to succeed.  Maybe we can consider for bigger project later.
We need to have leases in place before applications can be submitted to the Big 

Lottery.
Volunteers

Once leases are signed work will need to start on the layout of the site.  Jim Barrett-Smith has agreed to manage the setting up of the project and will be looking for numerous volunteers to help - when the call comes please don’t be shy in offering your help!
Blofield Allotment Association website

Let Ann Christie know if you have anything you would like to see on our website www.baa.btck.co.uk 

Benefits of being a member of Blofield Allotment Association:

BAA is a member of the National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners, which offers: 

· Quarterly magazine (we receive a couple of copies but it is also available on the NSALG www.nsalg.org.uk website.  There is an area dedicated to  members that can be accessed via a unique password (members can contact Sally for this information).
· Insurance (specialist insurance includes cover for building & contents, public & products liability insurance)

· Seed scheme from Kings (includes vegetable seeds & fruit plants between 1/3 and 1/2 of high street plants, further discounts of up to 22.5%)

· Information, advice & guidance

The seed scheme catalogue is now out; onion sets normally have to be ordered before

October and Richard is very kindly offering to collate orders again this year.  Please

contact Richard if you would like a catalogue.

Allotment availability 

BAA membership has increased to 38, with a mix of full and half plots being requested.  Until the layout of the site is known, we will not know the final number of plots available, however, it is hoped we can provide the majority of people with allotments.    
There are a further 13 people, who have not been asked to join BAA at this stage, but who have indicated they would like an allotment when one becomes available.
Sunflower competition

Thank you to Richard, Louise, Alice and Emma for their hospitality for the BAA annual get together, we had a great evening with lots of tasty food.  It was good to meet some new people.  The sunflower competition provided a bit of fun, with fabulous medals (courtesy of Alice and Emma) available for the tallest, smallest and biggest head – of the sunflower!!
Maybe next year we will be able to hold it on the allotment site?
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