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               The Working Life & Career 

                                                of 

                Jackie David  1944 - 1994   

A recollection for the future generations.  Why a ‘Collier’ was a highly skilled, unique and dangerous industrial occupation.
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                                  By  :   Ronald Jenkins Jnr.   IEng MIET GCGI.  ( Nephew )

The Working Life & Career of Jackie David  1944 – 1994    ( Welsh Coalminer )

To the Grandsons and Grand daughters, this story is for you.

Education :   
Jackie David, son of Edward John David (Blacksmith – Farrier) was born in No21 St Davids Place, Maesteg Parc, Maesteg. Later 1948 moved to live in 34 Hartshorn Terrace, Brynhuelog (sunny hill), Caerau,  in the Llynfi Valley.  
He was educated at Blaenllynfi Infants & Junior School Caerau and Llwynderw Secondary School, Maesteg.  Jackie left school without qualifications.
Jackie always had a great sense of fun and humour. One of his famous sayings was,     ‘you will never go far wrong, with a good edufacation’  !
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P1 : Brynhuelog estate – Caerau Parc,  Glamorgan.
        ( view from top of mountain,  34 Hartshorne is end house far left )

Leaving School for the Training Centre :
Jackie David left school at age 15 and commenced employment with The National Coal Board, commencing basic training at the NCB Mining Training Centre, located at the Maesteg Colliery & coal washeries. The location of the former training centre is now the site of the new modern Ysgol Maesteg Comprehensive School. 
Most of the young ‘trainees’ would be of the same age. Training was designed to turn young ‘boys’ into becoming competent and proficient coal miners. There would be ‘safety films’ and classroom instruction upon all scientific and practical aspects of coal mining and there would be physical training to become proficient and physically capable in the use of basic tools, ‘shovel, pick, saw, hatchet’.  Most importantly, they would be trained to acquire an instinct for and constant awareness of their safety in the working environment (eg: the roof, atmosphere & machinery ).  
The trainees would be wearing full compliment of workwear, eg ; overalls, steel toecap boots, helmet & battery cap lamp. Working up a sweat in the darkened training galleries there would be practical instruction on how to cut & set wooden ‘props’ – roof supports, tunnelling and instruction in working on underground haulage systems and mechanised machinery as used underground. The young trainees would bring their ‘box’ (tin of home cut sandwiches) and bottle of water and would take a 20 minute lunch as all other men in the industry.

The Mines & Quarries Act 1956 were the applied regulations which controlled all operations in coalmines and applied to all workers therein.  Trainees would be taught an awareness of the ‘Regs’.  To complete & conclude basic training it was a statutory law that every trainee coalminer or engineering apprentice, would work & complete 20 days CPS (close personal supervision) underground at a working coalmine,  thus to obtain a ‘Certificate of Competency’ before he* would be deemed competent and permitted to commence work underground at a coalmine.  
Note  the he* as females were not employed to work in the coalmining industry, it was a 100% male occupation. ( that’s just how we liked it, plenty of foul language & no political correctness,,, unheard of  !) 
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P2 : Young trainees under instruction.     P3 :  A Miners Flame Safety Lamp.

     ’ A miners lamp causes light to be shone in places of darkness and danger’’
                      Quote :-  1st Viscount George Thomas of Tonypandy 1909-1997.

Work Underground ;
For a young man, a lifetime job or career working underground was not a job for ‘the faint hearted’ and you would certainly need to be of a  ‘robust’ constitution ! You would need to find your place and ‘fit in’ with a team of men. Coalmining was a tough job and it was the most dangerous job of all throughout British Industry.
There were however compensations, on average the wages earned would be slightly above other jobs, but those who chose to work in the coalmines would go on to form extraordinary bonds of close friendship and comradeship with their mates and ‘butties’.  Friendship and trust would become deep and workmates would become your second family  !
Working underground, for years, in harsh working conditions that would be damaging to health, was only possible because miners created an atmosphere of humour, fun and constant banter amongst themselves. In between the serious business of work there was always joking, laughter and leg pulling particularly with the young lads. Hence work in such an undesirable place became tolerable and in a certain way work was thus made ‘enjoyable’ ! 
Work underground could be hot, cold, wet, dusty, humid, noisy, a confined space 
and on your hands & knees in limited height. There were no toilets, no washing facilities, no provision for messing, sitting & eating, no cups of tea. Each man carried his own bottle of water, sometimes a gallon. If your food was not saved in a metal box it was necessary to ‘hang’ your parcel of sandwiches on a suspended wire, so that the acrobatic mice could not get to eat your food.

At Glyncorrwg, Jackie once told of a fellow coalface worker who had his foot severed in an accident. First aid and Morphine administered and as a team of men carried the injured man out to the surface of the mine, Jackie was to follow the stretcher out, carrying a sack containing the mans foot still in the boot.  ( you wouldn’t believe how heavy a size 8 boot weighs,,,  quipped Jackie  ! )
In moments of danger, coalminers would without hesitation put their own lives in danger, if there was a circumstance or need to rescue or save a fellow collier who was buried or trapped or inured in any way by a fall of the roof or other calamity. It is true to say that all coalminers had the strain of heroic blood flowing through their veins.
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              P4 :   A ‘ripping lip’ & entrance onto the ‘Longwall coalface’.
[image: Jackie David  age 14]   [image: KSCN0013]

P5 :                1958                                  P6 :     Birmingham NEC  1989

P8  Taken when attending an Electrical Engineering trades exhibition at the NEC Birmingham 1989.

The Skills of a Collier
By any measure or comparison of any historic or modern day job or occupation, the unique skill and competence of a ‘Collier’ cannot be overstated. 
It is fortunate that English Literature, has one of the finest and most noble descriptions ever written describing the work of the Collier and can be found written in the 2nd chapter of  ‘The Road to Wigan Pier’  by George Orwell.   The acclaimed author describes coalminers as super humans and are compared to Olympic athletes !     Reading is recommended  !

From boy to Man
At the age of 18 yrs, Jackie David had 3 years of work experience behind him, he was physically fit and now fully ‘conditioned’ to the task of owning his own ‘stent’ on the coalface. A transition from boy to man. A typical ‘longwall’ coalface might be 180 – 200 yards long, with 20 men. For a fit young collier, this is where the ‘big money’ could be earned !   Depending on the height & thickness of the coal to be worked, typical 4ft 6inches high and the length of a stent would be 7 yards long, hence each collier on his own stent would be expected to maintain & advance roof support props and shovel & load upwards of* 14 Tons per shift.  I have always remembered that when Jackie was 18 he was proudly earning £18 per week ‘on the coal’.    (Note that beer was approx 20p per pint in 1963 )
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P7 :       A Longwall coalface. (Dowty hydraulic props & bars support roof).

Collieries Worked :

1959 – 1964  Bryn Navigation Colliery                         (Location :  SS 819 921)

Following completion of his training and still aged 15, Jackie went to work at Bryn Colliery,  2 miles west of Maesteg, Glamorgan.             
Bryn had 1 shaft and another main access via a level which at 1235 yards long intersected all the workable seams. My father, Ronald Jenkins Snr worked a few days in Bryn Colliery. He described the mine as highly dangerous, particularly with poor & unstable roof’ conditions, he worked only 3 shifts at this mine. In one particular roof fall, 2 men were buried and it took over 4 hours to reach them. In 1963 there was an explosion of methane gas and 3 young men were killed.  It was whilst Jackie worked at the Bryn, he courted & married his sweetheart, Cynthia Gibbs  (from Cymmer). 

1964 – 1970  Glyncorrwg South Pit                                (Location : SS 887 999)
Upon the closure of Bryn in 1964, Jackie transferred to Glyncorrwg and joined with elder brother, Glyn David who was the colliery Blacksmith.
I recall one story that caused some concern,  one of Jackies fellow workers on the coal face had informed Glyn (brother) that, ‘Jackie was taking risks and chances’ by going into the ‘gob’ (the unsupported waste area) to retrieve props and roof supports, whilst being reckless & bravado about this, in the act Jackie was placing himself in danger of a collapsing roof. Glyn spoke to Jackie, that someone had told him he was taking such risks and chances in his work ! Jackie gave an assurance to Glyn that he would cease the practice in future. At home I witnessed a further reprimand given from his Father  Edward J David !

Sometime during the mid 1960’s, Jackie was injured when a large lump of rock fell from the roof, cutting and damaging his shoulder, leaving a deep jagged blue scar. Another time, Jackie was injured & cut above the eye leaving a blue scar, when handling steel ring-girders, one ‘bounced’  just the edge catching his brow. 
 
Note :  An open cut or wound ingressed with coal dust, would heal to a permanent blue scar.
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P8 :          Glyncorrwg South Pit 1970                                     ( view looking south )
    
                  [image: Glyncorrwg South Pit 2016]
P9 :              Glyncorrwg South pit today.  (Cwm-cas)          ( view looking north )

Today on any summer day, it is a splendid walk from the village of Glyncorrwg up the ‘Cwm-Cas’ valley to the site of the former colliery. Years ago, during the winter months, it was not unusual for the miners to finish their shift and emerge from the pitshaft to discover that several inches of snow had fallen and that the colliery was cut off. It was known for men to walk back to Caerau, as Jackie did on one occasion ! a distance of 8 miles and over a steep mountain. 
     
1970 – 1972  Ffaldau Colliery                                             (Loc : SS903 915)
On the closure of Glyncorrwg Colliery, Jackie was transferred to the Ffaldau in the adjacent Garw valley, located over the mountain from the Llynfi valley. 
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                         P10 :  Ffaldau Colliery  1876 – 1985. Garw Valley.

Work hard Play hard !
There were no fat miners or colliers !  During a hard shift clearing out a 14 ton stent of coal and gasping copious lung fulls of anthracite dust, a formidable thirst was inevitable !  the long established method of quenching and refreshment was a couple of pints of cool beer !  Although rules of underage drinking were strictly enforced by law, it was a well established unwritten rule, that if a boy of 15 could work all day alongside the Men, then he was Man enough to drink with the Men as well !  This was a custom in which young Jackie David joined and partook with great enthusiasm.  There was nothing that Jackie loved more that to ‘graze & water’  in the middle of his buddies with banter and laughter. 

In the early 1960’s Jackie loved to dance, ‘jive’ and ‘rock n’ roll’ he was very good and won at least one dancing competition. In the mid 1960’s Jackie regularly played Rugby with Cymmer Afan RFC. 
In 1975 Jackie turned out to spectate a football match in Meir, (RJ playing for N.S. University) the team were a player short, so Jackie (in shoes) was coaxed to run on and play in the gap. During the game a firm tackle caused a fracture of the knee. Taken to hospital, an operation with a steel pin fixed to repair the fracture !  The injury necessitating several month period off work to recover. The following year twins Susan & John were born  !
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P11 :               After work, a group of thirsty Welsh Miners in the 1920’s 

Yr Draig Goch  :
The Red Dragon of Wales is proud and patriotic. His loyalty and love of Country is unwavered. When aroused, his wrath and anger can be fearsome and tenacious. Foes and adversaries may tremble in shock and awe of his fiery roar !

Yr Draig Goch is fiercly protective of clan and family. His devotion and compassion to his loved ones is quiet and immense.
Those who know him, rejoice and ‘couch’ in his embrace and favour.

‘’ For I find my great contentment, when I graze and water, amidst the company of Dragons’’
                                                                                                   Poem by :    Ronald Jenkins  2003.


1974 – 1980  Florence Colliery Stoke on Trent.
In 1974 the National Coal Board were recruiting skilled miners from areas in Scotland, Durham and South Wales, to relocate to the North Staffordshire coalfield.  It was at this time that Jackie, wife Cynthia and 4 children (at that time) moved to  40  Arbourfield Drive in Stoke on Trent, Jackie commenced work at the Florence Colliery in Longton.  Although mining at Florence was well established since the 1870’s,  the mine had been re-developed and modernised during the late 1950’s. By the 1970’s was producing over 1 million tones of coal annually. The coal seams were typically over 1200 Yards deep and working in ‘virgin’ ground, so the working conditions on the coalface were relatively good. Hence modern efficient, mechanised power loading machinery were in operation (no hand filling on a stent).  [image: AB16  Shearer Loader]  

P12 : Mechanised power loading coalface on the Florence - Winghay Seam.
Notice : the driver of the cutter loader!  Chain conveyor known as a ‘panzer’.

In 1974 Florence & Hem Heath collieries linked up below ground and produced over 2 million Tons each year.
Under the ground, between Florence/Hem Heath to Rugeley in South Staffordshire, there are huge reserves of rich seams of virgin coal, in the Trillions of Tons !   In 1981 the NCB were planning to sink a new coalmine near Stafford,  Mining it seemed had a secure future ahead  ! 

The Union :

Through many hard and bitter struggles over many years, the coalminers had formed a very powerful trades Union, The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM). Being a member of the union was compulsory as the Union worked what was called, ‘a closed shop’  that meant if you were not a member of the union, nobody would work with you. 
Being in the union gave solidarity and unity of voice. The 1970’s were fractious and troubled times. There were numerous and frequent industrial disputes, usually over pay rates. There were national strikes in 1972 (7 weeks) and 1974 during a strike that lasted 4 weeks. In an attempt to make stockpiles of coal at power stations outlast the miners, the Government initiated a programme of national power cuts, industry was placed on a 3 day working week, people sat & worked by candlelight due to frequent power cuts. The miners were NOT popular ! The strike was resolved, the Heath Government fell !  and the miners had a 28% pay rise,,,  on condition  !   
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P13 :                    Florence Colliery  1970

      [image: Florence Hem Heath miners]

P14 :              Florence & Hem Heath coal face team.  (1980’s )

During the great strike of 1984-85 the call was, ‘The miners United will never be defeated’ also  ‘Coal not Dole’.
There were short strikes over pit closures in the early 1980’s and the very bitterly fought 51 week Strike of 1984-85 which the miners lost.  Jackie was a participant in all of the above disputes. Jackie David and Ronnie Jenkins participated in ‘picketing duties’ during the 1972 & 1974 National Disputes. During the 1984 strike, Jackie & Ronnie Jenkins, marched with the miners from Central Park, through Hanley Town to Hanley Park, where there were speeches from the Miners Leader Arthur Scargill,  the event was recorded on the BBC evening 6’o clock News and Jackie & Ronnie appeared on the BBC news reports  !  Jackie’s son Keith also worked at Florence (16 years), also a Mine Rescue team member, Keith endured the full duration of the 1984 strike.
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P15 :  Afternoon shift, time for a last ‘fag’.  ( Cigarettes are contraband u/g )

 
During the National strike of 1974, the then Prime Minister Edward Heath in response the the Miners Strike, called a General Election which he lost. It was particularly for this event that a later Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher held a vengeance and hatred of the Miners which caused the strike of 1984 and later the ‘decimation’ of Britains coal industry.  Eventually by 2016 every coalmine in the UK has been closed. 

Historically, there had always been mistrust & antagonism between the Miners Union and Governments.  For over 250 years, throughout the industrialisation of Great Britain, the need for coal had been most prominent. No other group of industrial workers have been so loyal nor contributed so much to the Country, particularly during the Wars, than did the Miners.  The Nation owes the Miners a debt of gratitude for such commitment contributed over the years. No such acknowledgement has ever been given. Today, everybody else gets a Medal but nothing has ever been given to the miners with the exception of chronic industrial disease. 



By 1980 due to various health issues, Jackie could no longer work and was placed into early retirement. He maintained his regular contact with the colliery and close friends, also through regular trips to South Wales, he kept close contact with family and old workmates. 
  
During the late 1980’s, following many legal battles fought by the Miners Union, Jackie received a modest Government Compensation payment for Industrial Deafness. Jackie also suffered from other industrial diseases (i) Vibration white finger, caused from use of pneumatic percussion tools – jigger picks & (ii) A degree of Pneumoconiosis (dust). Further Legal battles fought by the NUM union, would later win compensation payments paid to those Miners afflicted, however, just like so many, many thousands before him, Jackie did not live to receive his Compensation for those ailments.	
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P16  :      ‘Grazing in the company of Dragons !   In his element & quenching a thirst prior to the  1987  Wales v France  Rugby international in Cardiff .

Left-Right :  Ronnie Jenkins ; Jackie David ; Philip Jenkins ; Owen David ; John Mainstone.   (Nephews).
Unfortunate end of a Great Industry.

In 1973,  86% of all UK’s generated electricity was powered from British mined coal. There are known reserves of UK coal enough to last for another 300 years.  Today, only a fraction percentage of all the generated electricity in the UK is ‘coal fired’  but we are importing woodchip for North Carolina  !  and burning Russian coal and keeping Russian & Ukraine miners in jobs, whilst our own industry has been trashed into non existence. 
Thanks to politicians and The European Union ( curse !)  the once great British coal mining industry, is no more. 


----------------------------------------------      //       -------------------------------------------------

For the future Generations.  These words by Ronald Jenkins Jnr are dedicated to the memory of my remarkable Uncle,  Jackie David. 
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Ronald Jenkins Jnr.    IEng MIET GCGI 
Ex – Wolstanton Colliery Electrician & Mine Rescue.
Born Caerau  1953.   5th Generation coalminer.
Senior Electrical Engineer.

January 2017.	


* Note :       From page 5.  A ‘stent’ measuring 7 yards x 1.5yards x 1.5 yards = 15 Cubic yards. 
                   1 Cubic yard of coal weighs approx  1 ton.
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