 LOPEN PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOM
CHURCH STREET LOPEN
7pm Monday 12 January 2016
Minutes

Present: Cllr. T. Sienkiewicz (Chairwoman)
Cllr. S. Crane
Cllr. B. Davolls
Cllr. N. Jones
Cllr. J Feeney
Cllr. E Moore
County Councillor: Christopher Le Hardy
	Clerk: Roger Gurner
Members of the public: 11

01/16. District Councillors’ Reports

Apologies received from District Councillors A. Dance and C. Raikes.

02/16. County Councillor report

The Cllr's oral and written report was as follows:

· [bookmark: top]Children’s Services progress report show steady improvement.  Whilst there is still some way to go, I can report we are making steady improvements to our children’s services.  I have been closely involved in these improvements alongside my colleague Frances Nicholson, Lead Member.  We attended a series of progress assessments at the end of November/early December that clearly show that the root and branch measures that have been taken since May are laying solid foundations. The dedication and commitment of all staff is commendable and are well signed up to the improvement journey we have embarked upon.  2016 will be the year of quality.  Quality of practice, quality of consistency and quality of best practice. 
· Now you can apply online for resident parking permits.  Motorists who need to apply for, or renew, a resident parking permit can now do so online. Somerset County Council has recently introduced an online service to make the application process much simpler.  Previously applicants had to request or print a paper form, fill in the details and post it back. They also had to physically send in various documents such as proof of To apply for a permit online, please visit: http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-transport/parking/parking-permits/
· ‘I don’t feel alone’: Heart-warming nominations for Social Worker Awards.  Somerset County Council has received an overwhelming response from children and young people keen to shout from the rooftops about how much their Social Worker has helped them.  There have been over 60 nominations for the new Children and Young People’s Social Worker of the Year Award. All of the nominations come from children and young people or their families who have experienced first-hand the support given by Children’s Social Care in Somerset.  He always listens and I don’t feel alone” .. “I’ve been working with this incredible woman for 3 and a half years. She makes you feel a lot more than a young person on her caseload”.   “We play snooker together and we talk about my stuff and she is really sweet and confident in me.”  “She’s really funny, very supportive and can always cheer me up.”  Cllr Frances Nicholson, Cabinet Member for Children and Families for Somerset County Council, said: “To receive 65 nominations for any award is quite an achievement. For those nominations to come from some of our most vulnerable children and young people truly highlights just how amazing some of our staff really are.
· Road safety Improvements.  Four Schemes to improve road safety in our area have been agreed, including small Improvement scheme to improve safety at our schools and the construction of the footpath to the Doctors Surgery.  By the time you read this two schemes I submitted on your behalf will have been installed 20 MPH signage and wig wag lights outside the Community Primary School at Hayes end in South Petherton and Shepton Beauchamp(15-29 December).  We have also managed to help reduce the speed of traffic along Cad road, Ilton by introducing a 40PMH limit on that road.  Footpath to the Surgery, South Petherton.  This is a major improvement that is now finding its way through the commissioning machine.  I have submitted to Highways all the details they require for new footway from Lightgate Lane to the new Surgery.  I have every hope this will now be constructed in the Spring.  I fully appreciate your frustrations at the time this has taken.  It has been made particularly difficult by the ins and outs of the Persimmon planning process. Secondly, people need to realise the effects austerity and the long term county debt have had on the County as a whole.  SCC has had to take a 30+% hit on its budget.  The County Highways staff has had to take its share of that.  The county as whole has reduced staff levels to under 4,000 people.  That means everything simply takes longer. It is precisely because of these circumstances that I have taken a longer term approach and ensure we do all think and plan as far ahead as possible.

· Take a break, have a Dry January. Somerset County Council’s is encouraging drinkers to take a break and have a Dry January.  www.dryjanuary.org.uk or follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/DryJanuary or Twitter @dryjanuary and use the hashtag #dryjanuary.  Dry January is a campaign by Alcohol Concern, supported by Public Health England (PHE) in 2016, aimed at the social drinker, encouraging them to give up alcohol for a month.  Latest figures from PHE and Alcohol Concern show that two in five (40 per cent) who drink more than usual over the festive break admit they feel in need of a break from alcohol.  Over two million drinkers had a Dry January nationally in 2015 and figures show that 4,150 people signed up in the South West region and 378 drinkers from Somerset.  Why not give it a try

· The future of hubs & libraries continues to change and improve. The way the way people use libraries is changing and we have a plan for the future of the service, which sets out how we will do everything we can to keep all libraries in Somerset open. Consultation ends on 11 Feb 2016.  This includes a change in library opening hours.  With partners we are creating a number of hubs, which will reduce building running and maintenance costs, making financial savings and help to make services more sustainable and fit for future use. The hubs will be modern, flexible spaces that will bring several local services together, including libraries, in a single building. There is no one size fits all solution, so we will work with local partners to find solutions, which work for local communities.  The first hub will open at Orchard Court (Glastonbury Library) in autumn 2016, with services including the library, children’s centre, Citizens Advice, registration services, Mendip District Council and a nursery. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Help children and teenagers in crisis turn their lives around through the SCC Fostering Service Single Placement Fostering Scheme.  Contact: Single Placement Care Scheme team at County Hall www.fosteradoptsomerset.org.uk or phone us on 0800 587 9900 for a confidential chat.  A New Year is the perfect time to embrace a new, life-changing challenge. This January, Somerset County Council is on the hunt for people with enthusiasm, drive and life experience to help vulnerable children and young people, aged 10 and over that are in crisis. It is aimed at proactive, flexible individuals and couples with the determination to help children and young people in our care who have complex backgrounds and often display challenging behaviour. This new scheme represents a rewarding, specialist branch of fostering, focusing on one child or young person at a time. People who become Single Placement Carers will be part of a professional team, committed to supporting the young person with whatever comes up, and helping them make positive steps in their lives. They would need to be home-based, and will receive a weekly fee of £375 a week in recognition of their skills and responsibilities, as well as payments in between placements.

· Somerset County Council celebrates Duke of Edinburgh’s Award licence operating licence for another three years at an awards ceremony at St James’s Palace in London. http://www.dofe.org/ Somerset is recognised as being a high-performing local authority for DofE; last year 2,100 young people in Somerset started a DofE programme with 949 completions, including well over 100 at Gold level.. The licence and awards were presented at a special ceremony at St James’s Palace which was attended by HRH Prince Phillip, The Duke of Edinburgh and special guest, British polar adventurer and explorer, Antony Jinman.  Somerset was represented by 60 young people who had achieved  their Gold DofE Awards There are 55 active DofE groups across Somerset and the number grows each year, reflecting school and college leaders' recognition of DofE as the world's most successful youth development programme. Research shows that employers and universities understand the skills, knowledge and characteristics which DofE helps build and they look out for it on young people’s CVs and applications. Somerset County Council’s DofE team has challenging targets for the coming three years which requires them to increase participation, improve completion rates and broaden access for young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. There are currently a small number of DofE groups running in Special and Partnership (PRU) schools, with hopes to build on these in the coming years. 

03/16. Apologies

Cllr. S Mason
Cllr. Crispin Raikes
Cllr. Adam Dance

04/16. Declaration of Interests

None

05/16.To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on  14th December

Agreed as a true record and signed by Cllr. Sienkiewicz.

06/16.Matters arising from the minutes

No matters arising

07/16. To Agree the co-option of  Ed Moore as a new Councillor

The motion was unanimously agreed and  Mr Edward Moore was duly co-opted to the Council
  
08/16. To receive an update on the Lopen War Memorial

Cllr. Crane updated the members with his report.  He stated that further research was continuing into finding the families of George and Henry William Greenham with a view to also adding them to the Lopen Memorial. Some further correspondence has been received and will be followed up.

Cllr. Crane also reported that following further meetings with stonemason he was able to give  a more detailed description of the work involved, chasing the lettering out and inlaying lead strip to form the inscription, additional quotations for the cost of adding all 4 names the existing memorial using this method to be obtained. A decision to make provision in next year's Precept in anticipation of the costs was agreed and the Clerk confirmed that an initial provision of £200.00 had been added to the proposed reserves in the budget for 2106/17. 


09/16. To update the position of the Eggwood site negotiations. 

Cllr. Davolls reported that incorrectly addressed correspondence from MPC to the Clerk following the meeting of Merriott PC on the 9th November had resulted in a delay in responding. Yet despite full and detailed responses no indication of a decision had been received from Merriott and as such the whole negotiation on the contract was in jeopardy with SSC insisting on completion by the end last year.

It was advised that legal costs were continuing to escalate as a result of the delays and an interim account had been presented by Battens for immediate settlement by the individual Councils. Clerk has forwarded copy invoices to Merriott and Hinton Clerks for payment, Lopen PC's portion covered by the legal fees of £300.00 already paid and credited .

Cllr. Sienkiewicz to write to Christopher Le Hardy seeking assistance in bringing the issue to a conclusion.

10/16. To sanction the payment of presented accounts.

Councillors agreed the payment of the sum of £75.48 to SSDC for the Ranger Scheme in November.

11/16. To review and agree the updated LPC Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Cllr. Sienkiewicz presented the updated Financial Regulations and Standing Orders. A number of points were raised during discussion and Cllr. Sienkiewicz agreed to make the changes and re-circulate copies in due course to members for comments. 

Item referred for formal agreement to the next meeting of Council.

12/16 To approve the Budget for 2016/17

Following discussions at the last meeting the Financial Officer presented a revised budget showing the inclusion of provision of £200 towards the war memorial costs. The resulting increase in the Precept Application for Lopen would generate an increase of 1.09% against 2015/16.  After further discussion the it was agreed that in order to add to the reserves against next year's reduction in CBT the Clerk would make an additional adjustment to hold the increase to 2% and proceed with the Precept Application.

Approved

13/16.To agree the Parish Council's response to planning applications:

	 15/05450/FUL  Mrs. S Mason, 2, Cross Tree Cottages, Holloway Road, Lopen, TA13 5JU
	Alteration, demolish existing extension and erection of replacement single storey extension and 	insertion o new window in roof of rear elevation (Revised application). (GR342556/114374)

Cllr. Jones observed that this appeared to be a parallel application to that already granted approval and after discussion council agreed to recommend approval subject to a condition that the proposed study should be not used as a bedroom without a further planning application.

Agreed and delegated to the Planning Group to respond.

14/16 To Consider the Council's response to Heavy Traffic through the village.

Councillors expressed concern about the size, weight and speed of some vehicles passing through and accessing the village particularly some very large lorries and farm tractors.

Mr Nick Bragg spoke for a number of farmers present and expressed concern that he and his colleagues might be obliged to make lengthy detours to avoid the weight restrictions and cited both health concerns for their animals and additional environmental pollution due the extended journeys that would be involved. Cllr. Sienkiewicz pointed out that the fact remained that the restriction existed and must be adhered to by all road users.

Other members of the public present expressed concern for their children's safety from the very large and fast moving traffic. Dr Ben Goldsmith suggested that it might be possible to approach Highways to re-address the question of signage on entering the village and the number of visible repeater speed signs throughout the length of the village. Further suggestions included the use of additional road markings to draw driver's attention to the speed limit.

Council agreed that Cllr. Sienkiewicz should write to Councillor Le Hardy for his advice and assistance.

14/16 To Agree fixed dates for PC meetings

The Clerk reported that a number of dates had been agreed with the Sunday School Room management for fixed meetings to comply with Council official requirements throughout 2016, End of Year, AGM, Budget, Precept etc. The dates proposed were 15th March, 17th May, 16th August, 18th October and dates in December and January 2017 tbc all dates  are Tuesdays.

Clerk to circulate to members for acceptance before confirming bookings.

15/16. Any other matters to note

At the Clerk's request Cllr. Sienkiewicz proposed a motion for an approach by the Council to Cllr. Le Hardy seeking an assurance of improved Broadband Service throughout the village using the survey already carried out by Rob Long and Roger Gurner as supporting evidence. An explanation of why Lopen appears to be currently omitted from any firm commitment under the Rural SFB plans would also be sought. Unanimously approved, Clerk to write to Cllr. Le Hardy.

Cllr. T. Sienkiewicz raised the issue of possible adverse changes to the rail provision at Crewkerne and Sherborn and the projected closure of Taunton Police station. Councillors to study the reports and comment to all members.

Cllr, Crane raised the issue of blocked drains throughout the village as a result of the recent heavy rains and the difficulties of obtaining assistance over the recent holiday period.

Cllr. T. Sienkiewicz advised that the revised AD application at Frogmary Green Farms had been passed back to SSDC from SCC and was now back on SSDC's website. Cllrs.' Davolls and Jones to investigate and comment to all members.

The meeting closed 9.08pm



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
