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What are Pure Sounds?

Pure soundsis the correct way of teaching phonics. As
they give precise pronunciation of letter sounds and make
it easy to blend sounds into words. For example if you
were to pronounce the following as:

“M(uh)” + “a” + “t(uh)” . Fora child this could be read or
written as: Muhatuh
With pure sounds we are more likely to recognise the word:

‘m’ ¥a’+t’ =mat
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What are Pure Sounds?
Canyou tell what this word says?

rerater

With pure sounds: ‘' + ‘' + 't Blending sounds together we can recognise this
as “rat”.

Lets look at

Youtube clip and practise pure sounds together:
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How can we teach phonics at home?

At the setting we are encouraging children to hear the initial letter sounds
with activities such as singing phonics. The song uses alliteration to
emphasize the initial sounds. Such as socks and snakes and sausages and
pinky party pig. Here is an example:

Athome we can emphasise alliteration in songs and stories, for example:
“Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers’ Or have fun with your child’s
name i.e Gurpreet got the giggles. So they keep hearing the initial sounds.
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How can we teach phonics at home?

Another activity is “Silly Soup”, which
develops oral awareness of letter
sounds. Find objects around the house
beginning with the same sound such as
s}, and make itinto soup, using a pot

and ladle to throw the objects in. You = —

can use this thyme:
We're making lots of silly soup
we're making soup that’s silly
were going to keep it in the fridge
and make it nice and chilly.

~/
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Oral blending and segmenting

At pre-school, it is not expected that your child should be matching sounds to
letters, but itis helpful to emphasize separate sounds in words, in spoken language.

« Oral Blending is a vital skill for reading.
This is about hearing the separate sounds within a word and then merging
together, called blending. For example, the adult would say c-a-t = cat.

« Segmenting is a vital skill for spelling.
The whole word is spoken aloud, then broken up into its separate sounds
(phonemes) in order, all through the word. For example, the adult would say cat =
cart.
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Further reading

Letters & Sounds, parents guidance.
www.ican.org.uk

racytrust.org.uk/familyreading /parents
uk
www.parentscentre.gov.uk/foragegroup/3toSyears/readandwritetogether

www.read-count.org/index.asp
www.talktoyourbaby.org.uk
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Why are sounds important?

Understand the meaning

Froma very early stage, children
of your baby's cries

develop an awareness of the
different sounds in our spoken

language. i b !
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Why are sounds important?

As children start
developing their
speaking and listening
skills, they need lots of
opportunity to talk with
others and be listened ot
to. -
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The spoken language supports reading and writing.

Speaking and listening helps develop confidence with socialising and making
friends. It also lays the foundations to support reading and writing.

Children need adults to talk and listen to them, which can happen in everyday
activities, such as play, going shopping, preparing meals, tidying up and looking at
books.
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What is Phonological Awareness?

Children become more aware of
different sounds by playing with sounds
such as rhyming, skipping, clapping and
stamping. They can hear and join in
sounds with story telling and singing.
Through this they can develop the
ability to discriminate sounds, called
phenological awareness.





image5.png
What is Phonics?

Over time this awareness develops children’s understanding that words have
different sounds. The sound of a letter s called a pheneme. How many
phonemes are there in the English language?

The visual representation of the letter is called a grapheme. Phenics include
phonemes and graphemes, where sounds are matched to letters.




