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Introduction

This morning | want to tell you a story

It's a true story and it happened a long time ago

e | want you to picture the scene

e 3thousand years ago

e  Babylon was the worlds superpower

e It had conquered all the countries around it — including little Israel
But conquering was not enough

e They didn't want to be surrounded by conquered countries

e  They wanted those countries to become part of Babylonian.

e  So when they took over a country they did two things

1. They took away the best brains and most talented young men and women and brought them
to Babylon

2. And they replaced them with men and women from all around the empire.

Among the talented young men brought from Israel were four friends

e Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

e  They were well treated by the Babylonians

e  They were encouraged to go to college and train to become civil servants in the empire.

e  But they were careful not to forget they belonged to God
They knew that in all the empire they were special

e Because God had chosen Israel to be his people

e He had promised them a bright future

e A kingdom that would never fail

e And a great king, a descendant of King David who would rule with justice and righteousness.
All they had to do was be faithful and true to God

e  Not to worship foreign Gods

e To obey the laws God had given them

e  But they had failed to do this.



e Time and time again their kings, priests and people had been disobedient

e They had looked for riches and power for themselves rather than serve God.
And now the inevitable had happened

e  God had said ‘enough’

e And little Israel

e God’s pride and joy was allowed to be swallowed up by the great empire of the Babylonians
Now Daniel and his friends had a choice

e  They could resent God’s punishment and walk away from him

e  Settle into the empire and live comfortably in their new home.

e  Orthey could remain faithful to God

e And live as God’s people in a foreign land.
And that is what they did

e They went to college and learnt what they could

e  They worked hard and did well

e  But they refused to do anything that would dishonour God

e And prayed that God would forgive Israel and restore them

e  And fulfil his promise to raise up a righteous king and everlasting kingdom
In the meantime they lived and worked in Babylon

e As Trainee Civil Servants for the King

Now Babylon had a king called Nebuchadnezzar
e AgreatKing
e A powerful king
e  But not a happy king

He wasn’t happy because he had recurring nightmares

Night after night he would wake up in a sweat

Trembling at what he had seen

It worried him so much that he couldn't sleep,

. So he sent for his fortune-tellers, magicians, sorcerers, and wizards to come and explain the
dream to him.



When they came and stood before the king, he said to them
“I'm worried about a dream I've had. | want to know what it means.”

“They answered the king
“May Your Majesty live forever! Tell us your dream, and we will explain it to you.”

The king said to them,
“I have made up my mind that you must tell me the dream and then tell me what it means. If you
can't, I'll have you torn limb from limb and make your houses a pile of ruins. But if you can tell me
both the dream and its meaning, | will reward you with gifts and great honour. Now then, tell me
what the dream was and what it means.”

They answered the king again,
“If Your Majesty will only tell us what the dream was, we will explain it.”

At that, the king exclaimed,
“Just as | thought! You are trying to gain time, because you see that | have made up my mind to
give all of you the same punishment if you don't tell me the dream. You have agreed among
yourselves to go on telling me lies because you hope that in time things will change. Tell me what
the dream was, and then | will know that you can also tell me what it means.”

The advisers replied,
“There is no one on the face of the earth who can tell Your Majesty what you want to know. No
king, not even the greatest and most powerful, has ever made such a demand of his fortune-
tellers, magicians, and wizards. ** What Your Majesty is asking for is so difficult that no one can do
it for you except the gods, and they do not live among human beings.”

At that, the king flew into a rage and ordered the execution of all the royal advisers in Babylon.

So the order was issued for all of them to be killed, including Daniel and his friends.

e  But Daniel went to Arioch, commander of the king's bodyguard, who had been ordered to carry

out the execution. Choosing his words carefully, ** he asked Arioch why the king had issued such a

harsh order. So Arioch told Daniel what had happened.

Daniel went at once and obtained royal permission for more time, so that he could tell the king what the
dream meant.

e  Then Daniel went home and told his friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego what had
happened.

e He told them to pray to the God of heaven for mercy and to ask him to explain the mystery to them
so that they would not be killed along with the other advisers in Babylon.

e That same night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision, and he praised the God of
heaven:

“God is wise and powerful! Praise him forever and ever.
He controls the times and the seasons; He makes and unmakes kings;
it is he who gives wisdom and understanding.

He reveals things that are deep and secret; he knows what is hidden in

darkness, and he himself is surrounded by light.



| praise you and honour you, God of my ancestors.
You have given me wisdom and strength;
you have answered my prayer and shown us what to tell the king.”

Daniel Tells the King the Dream and Explains It
So Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had commanded to execute the royal advisers.
e He said to him,
e  “Don't put them to death. Take me to the king, and | will tell him what his dream means.”
At once Arioch took Daniel into King Nebuchadnezzar's presence and told the king,
“I have found one of the Jewish exiles who can tell Your Majesty the meaning of your dream.”
The king said to Daniel,
“Can you tell me what | dreamed and what it means?”
Daniel replied,

“Your Majesty, there is no wizard, magician, fortune-teller, or astrologer who can tell you
that. ® But there is a God in heaven, who reveals mysteries. He has informed Your Majesty what
will happen in the future. Now I will tell you the dream, the vision you had while you were asleep.

#“While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about the future; and God, who reveals
mysteries, showed you what is going to happen. * Now, this mystery was revealed to me, not
because | am wiser than anyone else, but so that Your Majesty may learn the meaning of your
dream and understand the thoughts that have come to you.

“Your Majesty, in your vision you saw standing before you a giant statue, bright and shining, and terrifying
to look at. * Its head was made of the finest gold; its chest and arms were made of silver; its waist and hips
of bronze, #its legs of iron, and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. **While you were looking at it, a
great stone broke loose from a cliff without anyone touching it, struck the iron and clay feet of the statue,
and shattered them. ** At once the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold crumbled and became like the dust on
a threshing place in summer. The wind carried it all away, leaving not a trace. But the stone grew to be a
mountain that covered the whole earth.

Before the King could say anything Daniel continued

% “This was the dream. Now | will tell Your Majesty what it means.

Your Majesty, you are the greatest of all kings. The God of heaven has made you emperor and
given you power, might, and honour. * He has made you ruler of all the inhabited earth and ruler
over all the animals and birds. You are the head of gold.

After you there will be another empire, not as great as yours, and after that a third, an empire of
bronze, which will rule the whole earth. *° And then there will be a fourth empire, as strong as iron,
which shatters and breaks everything. And just as iron shatters everything, it will shatter and crush
all the earlier empires. ' You also saw that the feet and the toes were partly clay and partly iron.
This means that it will be a divided empire. It will have something of the strength of iron, because
there was iron mixed with the clay. ** The toes—partly iron and partly clay—mean that part of the
empire will be strong and part of it weak. ** You also saw that the iron was mixed with the clay.
This means that the rulers of that empire will try to unite their families by intermarriage, but they
will not be able to, any more than iron can mix with clay. ** At the time of those rulers the God of
heaven will establish a kingdom that will never end. It will never be conquered, but will completely
destroy all those empires and then last forever. *° You saw how a stone broke loose from a cliff
without anyone touching it and how it struck the statue made of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold.

The great God is telling Your Majesty what will happen in the future. | have told you exactly what
you dreamed, and have given you its true meaning.”



The King Rewards Daniel

“** Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed to the ground and gave orders for sacrifices and offerings to be made
to Daniel. *’ The king said, “Your God is the greatest of all gods, the Lord over kings, and the one who
reveals mysteries. | know this because you have been able to explain this mystery.” “® Then he gave Daniel
a high position, presented him with many splendid gifts, put him in charge of the province of Babylon, and
made him the head of all the royal advisers. *° At Daniel's request the king put Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego in charge of the affairs of the province of Babylon; Daniel, however, remained at the royal court.

That would be the end of the story
e  Except we know what happened next
e After the Babylonian empire came the Persian Empire
e  Then Came Alexander and his Greeks with their Bronze armour and weapons
Then the Romans came
e Cladin Iron and breaking everything in their path
e  But the Roman Empire became divided by civil war and rival claims for power.
e Inthe midst of all this turmoil a baby was born in Bethlehem
e  Not by human hand
A man who was recognised by Peter the fisherman
e  Who exclaimed “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
e And Jesus said “Good for you Peter, your name means rock
e  And this truth is the rock
o The rock that is a kingdom that will last forever
o The rock that is the foundation of my church and my kingdom”

And it is the wise man and wise woman who builds their life on the rock!



