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Ruardean Parish Council 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting – 22 April 2014
Venue –Ruardean Memorial Hall
Present: Councillors R Cole, R Duberley, G Jayne, C Guyton, D Thomson, JC DeLara and R Wynn.
Also present was Mrs D Smith (Clerk) and District Councillor A Gardiner and 4 members of the public. The meeting was chaired by Cllr Cole (Chair).
1. Apologies for absence

Cllr Seager who was absent for family reasons.
2.  Declarations of Interest

Cllr Wynn declared an interest in the Pludds Hall.

Cllr Jayne declared an interest in the Memorial Hall and Carnival.

Cllr Guyton also declared an interest in the Memorial Hall

Cllr Duberley reported an interest in the Miners Welfare Field.

3.   Acceptance of minutes of Monthly Meeting 25 March 2014
it was proposed by Cllr Duberley, seconded by Cllr Thomson and agreed that the minutes were a true and accurate record and these were signed by the Chair. 
4.  Matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda
The Clerk had advised that she had chased Mick Holder regarding the gate at the Pludds bus shelter.
Cllr Gardiner again raised the issue of rangers to deal with the boar and that he would like the parish council to support him in this request.
The sale of the land at The Maltings was discussed and the Clerk reported the information she had received back but it was now understood that a resident had purchased the land.
It was noted that the planters still need planting – Cllrs Cole, Jayne and DeLara will deal with this.
Cllr Cole has received lots of interest in Christmas lights.  The Clerk reported that Two Rivers had no objections to a Christmas tree on their land as long as residents were happy.
5.   Chairman’s Report
No report.
6.  Reports
Cllr Thomson advised that there are community grants available through the District Council.
Cllr Gardiner expressed concern at rubbish being dumped in the Caudle well and that he had been asked about providing a litter bin nearby.  Cllr Jayne will ask the street wardens and also bout an additional bin for the bus shelter.  This will be added to the next agenda.
Cllr Gardiner has also advised that horses had been using some of the steep lanes and he has reported this to the Footpaths Officer.
Cllr Guyton reported on the road closure at English Bicknor which is not likely to be sorted before the autumn.  There was no update on when faster broadband will be in this area  - there are still problems with the infrastructure which is unsuitable to support the new fibreoptic wires.
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7.   Suspend Standing Orders for 10 minutes for public participation
Two residents expressed concerns over an overgrown hedge at a vacant Two Rivers property.  The Clerk will contact Two Rivers and also ask about the hedge behind the old police station.
The applicants for the new post office updated members on their application.  It was agreed that the parish council would support the use of the new school car park for customers.

8  Planning
a) Planning Decisions – .none   
b) New Applications – 
P0603/14/FUL 10 Townsend – erection of side storey extension
Councillors objected on the grounds of the visual impact on the village, the effect on the view and that it would be out of balance with the other similar properties.
9.   Accounts
a) Income to date –  none
b) Invoices requiring payment – It was proposed by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Duberley and agreed to pay the following:
	Payee
D Smith April salary & expenses & back pay

Ruardean Hall Hire  -Youth Club   

E Lougher April salary

AON Insurance    

Ruardean Hall Hire 

Complete Landscape gardeners   

Ruardean Hall (kitchen grant)               
	Chq No

001262

001263

001264

001265

001266 

001267

001268
	Amount Due

         355.97     

             9.00

           83.33

         531.53    

             9.00

         174.00

      3,000.00           


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


c)  Agree treatment of moles on playing field

The problems the moles have created for the grass cutters were discussed.

Cllr Cole had discussed the issue with the pest control operative from the District Council who advised he could deal with them for around £300.  As this method would involve terminating them, there was a vote for trying to find a more humane method.  There were 4 members in favour of this (1 against and 1 abstention).  Cllr Cole will investigate alternative methods of dealing with them.
10.  New Correspondence
· Letter re new post office – this had already been discussed in the item 7
11.  Highways Issues including flashing sign
There were some communication problems with Highways at present due to the handover to the new contractors.
Cllr Wynn was concerned over speeding at The Pludds and advised that a road safety officer would come out to monitor.
As an e-mail had been received from the PCSO lending support to a flashing speed sign, it was decided to go ahead with one of these at the top end of the village.  Cllr Guyton will talk to Highways and he advised this could be funded from the members fund.
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12.     Discuss Defribillator

Cllr Jayne is still pursuing this and a grant application has been submitted to assist with funding.
13.     Discuss Castle Site & Footpath
The need for maintenance work and the capping of the stones was briefly discussed.  This item will be discussed again when Cllr Gardiner is present.
14.     Items for information only and items for next agenda
Cllr Cole congratulated Cllr Jayne on her new role as a PCSO.
Cllr Thomson advised of the forthcoming Wye Valley Festival.
Cllr Wynn noted that the palings at the viewing point had been repaired and asked for thanks to be passed to Mr Lougher.
Cllr Guyton advised that HOOF would like to make a presentation to parish councils and it was agreed to invite them to the June meeting.
It was also agreed to discuss Christmas lighting at the June meeting. 

Cllr DeLara asked about the purity of the water at Caudle spring and it was agreed to look at the cost of getting this tested.

The wall at the play area was discussed and it was agreed that it was the owner’s responsibility. 
Cllr Duberley reported on the recent break in at one of his properties.

The next meeting will be the AGM on 27 May.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.       
                                             Signed ________________________________
                                             Dated_________________________________
