NATHANIEL SAUNDERS

Nathaniel Saunders was born on ™ anuary 1891 in
Wanstead Essex. He was the youngestn of Elizabeth
Saunderswhosemaiden name wa3hompson.

ElizabethThompsonwas bornon 10" October 1847 inthe
Parish of St George-the-East,Stepney.She was one of the
thirteen children of William Thompsgna French Polisher,
who was bon in the City of London in 1818 andks hwife
Elizabeth Thompson eéRichardsvho was born in Enfield in
1817. They lived atB, Chapman Street in the parish of St
Georgein-the-East. At the time they were residing in the
area the population in Stseorgein-the-East was dense,
extremely poorand by 1866 was slowly recovering from a
severe outbreak of cholera.

On the 2¢ May 1868 at St Giles Church Cripplegate,
ElizabethThompsonaged ® married Henry Joseph Saunders
aged 27, a Groomwhose address was 116 Fore Street in the
City of London.

Henry Joseph wake son of Henry Saundeb®rn in 1818 in
Romford Essexvho wasa labourer/ gardener by tradeand
Elizabeth Susan Root born in Leyton Essex in 1818851,
when Henry Joseph was aged 8, the Saunders family were
living in Wanstead ParklUKCensus 1851)
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In 1871, HenrylosephSaunders, who was born in Wanstead
in 1842 wasaged 29 and employed as a coachman. wds
livingin Grove Cottage(eorgeLane,Wanstead with his wife
Elizabeth and their firsthild, also called Elizabeth who had
been born in Leytonstone in 1869.

The cople had sixchildrenin total but by 1911, only three
had survived infancy. They were Elizabeth Emily Saunders
1869 ¢ 1935 Henry Victor Saundersl873 - 1931; Joseph
William Saunders 1873.954.

Tragedy struck this young family when Henry Joseph died in
November 1878 at the age of 3klizabeth was pregnant at
the time with thecouLJt &"(zhild, AlfredLeonard who sadly
died in 1880 aged oneln January 1877, Wanstead
Congregational Church had already stepped in to help the
family and the Deacons had awarded Mrs Saunders 5 shillings
per week.

By 1891, Elizabeth (Saunders) Wright was living at 12, Cowley
Road Wansteaavith William Wright,a Bod makerby trade

who was born in Ipswich, Suffolk in 1850iving with them
were their sons, Joseph (Saunders) Wright aged 15,
employed as a Van Boy carrier and two month old Nathaniel
Wright bornon 19" January 1891 in Wanstead.

By 1901, Elizabeth Sawrd was living at 24 Cowley Rd
Wansead with ten year old Nathaniel, whose surname was
now Saunders. Now aged 53, Elizabeth was employed as a
Charwoman.
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Elizabeth Saunders nee Thompson (Photograph courtesy of Elaine Cave)

In 1911, Nathaniel and his ather were still living at 24
Cowley Rd buhow Elizabeth aged 63 was retired a2@l year
old Nathaniel was the bread winnebeingemployed as a
labourer / plumber.

9f AT I 6 S GFMHenn¥ict&®t Sauddersaged 37and

employed as a cowman fordairywasliving close by with his
wife Sarah Anisaunders nee Smitnd their 3 children aho

10, CowleyRd Wanstead
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9f Al 0SGK O9YATL e { | dzy habdiskers b |
married William Thomas Parrish a bricklayer in 18BiGey
had 10 children together and lived at no 61, Cowley Rd.

W2aSLIK 2AtEAFY { | dzy R&iNstollhg b I {
emigratedto New SouthWales Australiain 1911to begin a

new life, as did many others at this timaVv2 & S Wil @lice
Welham and theai 3 children, Alice, Joseph and Afetowed

in 1912,

The Western Front

Nathaniel did not arrive on the Western Front until after
1916. Heenlisted in Stratford andecame L/2956&5unner
Nathaniel Saunderi the Royal Field Artillery, 37®Battery,
169" Brigade.

This Brigade had been broken up in 1916 and reformed in
May 1917 and then was sent to the Western Front off 14
May 1917. (UndeB™ Army) It was made up of 37§ 377th,
378th, and 379 Battery R.F.A. (all with 1@ounders).

The Royal Fié Artillery provided the 18pounder gun and
the 4.5inch howitzer batteries which supported the infantry
divisions. The First World War was dominated by the artillery
of all the belligerents. By far the greatest loss of life and also
the huge number ofdrrible injuries were caused by artillery
fire.
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bl 0 KFYASE {IdzyRSNBAQ FlFIYAf& 06StASAS (K
steadyfor the Army Farrieiis their relative Nathaniell S ¢S N& GKS CI
Proficiency Badge on his right slee®hotogaph courtesy of Elaine Cave)

LY b2dSY0d SN mdnMBatenpwasipféark of theS f Q &
British offensive against th@erman Hindenburg Line in the
region ofCambrain Northern France. Led by tanks and
making innovative use of artillery, the operation achieved a
short-lived breakthrough. The offensive got bogged down in
a struggle for Bourlon Wood.
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GunnerNathaniel Saunderd891-1917(Photograph courtesy of Elain€ave)
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In the photograph,Nathaniel is wearing the leather bandolier of ammunition
pouches diagonally across his chest and spurs on his bdbtedicates that
he wasa driver who sat astride the left horse in a pair of horsegthin the
team of six horse which pulled the gun. (3 drivers per gun) The Artillery
Battery had to be mobile and move their guns quickly into position.
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British artillery in action in France, about 1917 (Photograph
courtesy of Redbridge Information and Heritage)

By 3¢" November, German commanders had moved fresh
troops to Cambrai and organized successfulcounter
offensive. Nathaniel, one of many exhausted British nvas
insufficiently prepared fothe defence.Nathaniel was killed

in action on that day. He vga27 yars old and his body was
not recovered.
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Nathaniel is commemorated on Panel 1 of the Cambrai
Memorial, Louverval. Departement du Nord. Pas de Calais,
France.He is also commemorated on the Wanstead United
WST2NIX¥SR [/ KdzZNODKQAa DNBFG 2 NJ
Memorial in Wanstead High Street.

Nathaniel was awarded the War and Victory Medals.

Name.

NDERS

Medal. 1:9(. .

-
Vicrony a

BriTisu '/I e £

STAR

Theatre of Var first served in

Date of enwry therein

Medal Record Card for Gunner Nathaniel Saunders

The Family Story

The Saunderamily storyhas been written and very kindly
provided for thewWanstead United Reformed K dzZNO K Q &
Heritage Lottery Funded’h dzZNJ mp Y wS YRojed S NB R
o0e 9ftlAYS /I @S bl aGaKIFIYyASt {1 dz
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Gaé TFrYAfte tA1S a2 Ylyeé 2i0KSN
many young men during World War One. In my own family
my Grandmother lost a sol, brother and a nephew.

My Grandmother Elizabeth Emily Parrish nee Saunders lost

her eldest son and second child, William Henry Parrish. He

was born on the 1*7August 1897 and he enlisted in Stratford,
probably in 1915 and was subsequently posted to the 7

OO0 FrtAR2Y 2F ¢KS 5dz1S 2F /2Ny
was possibly in Belgium for Christmas 1916, as | have in my
posses®n a photograph of ElizabetraRish, on the back of

which she had written a few words to Will and dated thi&' 20
December1915.

Private William Henry ParrisfPhoto courtesy of Elaine Cave)
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She probably did not séam again as he died of wounda o

the 5" April 1916 aged 18Another photograptthat she

cherished was the one she received of the wooden cross that
marked his grave in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery in

Belgium, on the back of which she had written ¢ a & 5 S| NJ
2 AffQa ANI OS a2YSUKSNB Ay CNI

Mrs Elizabeth Emily Parrish (188935)Photocourtesy of Elaine Cave.

9t AT I 6 Siotke &ho &do tidd was Nathaniel
Saunderswho was born on the 19January 1891. Nathaniel
was the youngest son of my Gre@randmother Elizabeth
Saunders nee Thompson, and William Wright of Wanstead
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Essex.Nathaniel, like William also enlisted at the local Army
RecruitingOffice in StratfordHe was a Gunner in the Royal
Field Artillery and was killed in action on thé"30ovember
1917. Nathaniel has no known grave and is commemorated
on the Cambrai Memaai in France.

9f Al I 6 Si KQaamgBardghBogn inVi29galgo died

in WW1. He wasre of the sons of Arthur Charles Parrish
(18671947)and his wife Anni&lizabethParrish(18711950)
GK2aS YIFARSY yIYS gl & . dzi OKS N
brother-in-law ¢ 9 & 1 i 2: wamar PafrHiSmentioned in the Wanstead

Congregational Church Archives and the family may have been part of our congregation)

Lance Corporal John ParrigBhoto courtesy of Elaine Cave)
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John Parrish wasLance Corpa 9687in the 2™ Battalion
Prince of WaleSouth LancasherRegiment and | believe he
had enlisted in 1911 9 R 4 (te: M@ 91 1yC2nsus shows that JoRarrish

aged 17 wadilleted at the Wesley Barracks in BrentwoodJOhn was killed in
action onSaturday25” September 191Bged22. It was a

day on which his battalion were under heavy bombardment
by the enemyJohntoo has no known grave aritk is
commemorated orPanel 37 othe Menin Gate in Ypres.

All three young men have their names inscrilmedthe War
aSY2NRIt Ay 21 yaidagSIR | A3K { N

9f I AYS /I S OWENBNBINBRS [AWOEN) EXKAOAGA
Wanstead United Reformed Church in November 1BPhéto W.U.R.C.)
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