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                          2016 OPEN NOVICE COMPETITION

                          2016 INVITATION NOVICE COMPETITION
                                 RULES AND CONDITIONS

                          PROMOTER  READING ROYALS SSC

      Affiliated to South East Region ASA
       DATE:  SATURDAY JUNE 18th 2016
         VENUE:  READING CENTRAL POOL

        START TIME: 2.30pm approx.

Licence No:  SSL3/16/009O SSL3/16/009I
1
INTRODUCTION: These Competitions are intended to give Novice swimmers a full competition experience.  Therefore, ALL swimmers must enter the Figures competition.  The Open Competition is for swimmers aged 9 to 19 years. The Invitation Competition is for swimmers aged 8 to 10 years.  The two Competitions will be swum together but with separate results. Clubs may enter both Open and Invitation Competitions, but individual swimmers must be in either the Open or the Invitation Competition, not both.  The total number of competitors will be limited, so entries will be accepted in order of receipt, subject to the requirements of General Condition 15 (Officials) below. Each club can only enter a maximum of 24 swimmers for figures (therefore a maximum of two teams).  (More may be accepted if the maximum number is not reached within these rules)  The Invitation Competition will be limited to eight Clubs. 

2
AWARDS:
Medals will be awarded for the first three places in each event and trophies for the overall Section winners.  Every competitor will receive a certificate of participation.  All competitors must have a Log Book (showing their qualifications and competition history) which must be handed in to the Clerks at check in, and collected at the end of the competitions, by the Team Manager.  (Log Books should be downloaded from www.swimming.org and printed off in book format, A5 size – only first time competitors with no Skill Level should have a new one.)

3
ELIGIBILITY:
All competitors must have been registered with the ASA in category 1 (or 2), and have been members of their Club, by 13th April 2016. 

Male and female swimmers may enter any of the events, and teams may be mixed.

All qualifications shall be as at midnight on the 17th May 2016, and the highest qualification permitted for entries shall be Skill Level 2/Recreational Grade 3 (any Skills/Grades passed after this date but before the Competitions will be disregarded).  The closing date for receipt of entries shall be midnight on the 17th May 2016. 

Berks & South Bucks ASA and Oxfordshire & North Bucks ASA County Novices Competitions. Eligible Clubs in the B&SB County ASA or O&NB County ASA may enter these Competitions and a separate set of results for County awards will be taken from the Competitions. 
4
AGE RESTRICTIONS: Open Competition: Minimum 9 years, maximum 19 years as at 31st December 2016.   Sections for Figures will be divided into 2 Age Groups: 9 to 12 years (birth dates 2004 to 2007) and 13 to 19 (2003 to 1997).  Invitation Competition: Minimum 8 years, maximum 10 years (birth dates 2006 to 2008)

FIGURES COMPETITIONS

5
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE FIGURES COMPETITIONS:

There will be 3 Sections (levels): C, B and A.   The qualifications for each Section are listed in Paragraph 6 below.  Any swimmer holding the qualifications listed may enter the Figures competition, subject to the following Rules:

5a
Swimmers may enter Section C for a maximum of three (3) years and each of B or A for a maximum of two (2) years, so may enter for a total maximum of seven (7) years. 

5b
Medal winners in any Figures Section in a previous Reading Open/Invitation Novice competition must move up a Section or up a competition if entering again.  This means moving from C to B or B to A, unless they are moving up a competition (from Invitation to Open or from 9-12 to 13-19) in which case they may stay at the same Section level up to the 3/2/2 year maxima.  Medallists in Section A of the 13-19 Open Figures Competition cannot enter again (Figures OR Routines).

5.c
Swimmers who have been medal winners in Figures at Regional, Multi-Regional or National Age Groups may not enter the Competitions.  
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DETAILS OF FIGURE GROUPS:


Section A

will swim GROUP A

Qualifications

Figures / Skills

Skill Level 2 or

1  Ballet Leg Single (1.6)

Recreational 

2  Kip (1.8)

  Grade 3

3  Surface Prawn (1.4)
Section B

will swim GROUP B

Qualifications

Figures / Skills
 

Skill Level 1 or

1  Ballet leg single (no bottles) (1.6)

Recreational 

2  Front Layout to Front Pike to Fishtail position (no bottles)

  Grade 2

3  Vertical
Section C

will swim GROUP C

Qualifications

Figures  / Skills

No Skill Level or 
1  Inverted split position

Recreational 

2  Tub with 360 rotation

  Grade 1

3  Somersault back tuck (1.1)
7
SCORING FOR FIGURES:
For the purposes of this competition skills will be marked as if they were Figures. Degree of difficulties will be used.

ROUTINES COMPETITIONS

ALL ROUTINES WILL BE FREE COMBINATION TEAMS.

THERE WILL BE THREE SECTIONS:


(SECTION 1)

INVITATION COMPETITION

FOR 8 TO 10 YEAR OLDS 


(SECTION 2) 

OPEN  COMPETITION 

FOR 9 TO12 YEAR OLDS 


(SECTION 3) 

OPEN  COMPETITION 

FOR 9 TO 19 YEAR OLDS 

8
RULES APPLYING TO ROUTINES

a
Clubs may enter Teams in any or all of these Sections, but Invitation Competition swimmers may 
only swim in an Invitation Team and Open Competition swimmers in an Open team.

b
Swimmers in a team have competed in any of the Figures Sections  (C, B or A). Clubs may 
enter two teams in a Section, provided that the first team has at least ten swimmers.

d
Swimmers may swim in only one team.

e
The membership of teams must be declared at  check in, before the Figures competition. 

f
Teams must comprise swimmers from the same Club, and may include boys and girls.  Teams should have 4 to 10 swimmers (a maximum of 12 names including 2 reserves).

g
The routine may start on the deck or in the water, with a maximum of 10 seconds for deck work. No stacks, towers or human pyramids are permitted. 

h
All following parts must start in the water; a new part begins where the previous part ends. 

i
The Teams shall comprise a combination of routines (Solos, Duets, Trios, Teams).  At least two parts must have fewer than three competitors.  At least two parts must have four to ten competitors.  When swimmers are not performing their parts, they may NOT hold on to the side of the pool. 

9
SCORING FOR ROUTINES:
No figure marks will be included in the computation of team scores.  Artistic Impression only will be judged.

.
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ROUTINE TIMINGS:
  Combination Team routines:   3m   +/- 15 secs
These times INCLUDE the 10 seconds for deck work and all allowances for differences in playing speeds of music equipment; a failure to comply will result in penalties being deducted from scores. 

Walk on time must comply with the FINA Rule SS 14.1.6 - that is, no more than 30 seconds from start to standstill. 
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MUSIC:
All music must be of good quality. Clubs will be required to forward in advance of the Competitions a copy of their music for each routine electronically.  These will then be recorded to a format suitable for playing on the equipment available. However, Clubs should also bring with them a copy of their music recorded on an iPod or MP3 as a backup.  Detailed information about the procedure will be provided to Clubs after entries have been received.  It is hoped that this procedure will avoid problems with the music equipment.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

12
COSTUMES:
All costumes must be in good moral taste and suitable for the sport. 

For the Figures, swimmers must wear a plain black one-piece costume devoid of logos, with a plain white hat; goggles and nose-clips may be worn.

For the Routines, swimmers may wear coloured costumes, which may be decorated with sequins, but no attachments (such as fringes) are permitted; headdresses must be securely attached to the head. Noseclips may be worn but goggles are only permitted for medical reasons and prior notice of such to the organiser is required.  
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ENTRY FORMS:
E-mail copies of entry forms will be sent by email for clubs to complete.

a)
Clubs MUST use the e-mail forms for the events the swimmers are entering.

b) Forms MUST be completed carefully, with swimmers names spelt correctly, date of birth, ASA number and category.  The 9 possible groupings are : 

	C Section   -   Invitation (8-10)
	B Section  -   Invitation  (8-10)     
	A Section  -   Invitation  (8-10)   

	C Section   -   Open   9-12 
	B Section  -   Open   9-12  
	A Section  -   Open   9-12 

	C Section   -   Open 13-19   
	B Section  -   Open 13-19  
	A Section  -   Open 13-19


c)
The Routine forms are e-mailed for clubs to be complete.

d)
If forms are not satisfactory, they may be returned for correction, and will not be regarded as having been received until corrected versions are returned.

e)
Entry forms MUST be e-mailed accompanied by the Club Information Sheet which lists the Officials being offered (see point 15 below).
f) The entry forms must be e-mailed to novice.competition@outlook.com.  The appropriate payment should be paid electronically direct to Reading Royals, account number: 00855208 sort code: 30-96-96 ref: Novice Comp. If electronic payment not possible send a cheque payable to ‘RRSSC’  posted to arrive no later than on 18th May 2016 to 6 Hayfield Close, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5DA. In all cases, an email confirming payment has been made, with date and method,   should be sent immediately.
g) After the closing date no late entries or changes will be accepted.
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FEES:

For each swimmer in the Figures (Skills) competition: £7




For each team:  £25.00




For spectators:  £4.00 (adult) £2.50 (child/senior citizen)
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OFFICIALS:
A large number of Officials is needed to run Competitions like these, so all Clubs competing MUST contribute by providing them.  These Officials do NOT have to be qualified but should have experience of doing the job for which they are nominated.  Every Club must provide at least two people to judge Routines and four to judge Figures.  (These can be Judges of any level, trainee or basic judges, any level Skill Assessors, or experienced coaches.)  Each Club must also provide at least one Scorer, one Clerk, one Caller and one helper.  Larger Clubs may be asked for additional officials, and any Club which has more than the minimum officials is asked to put their names forward. Officials’ names will be required at the time entries are submitted, on the Club Information Sheet, so that arrangements can be finalised and the programme produced.  Please make sure you comply with these requirements so that last minute appeals for more officials will not be necessary.  Entries for swimmers will not be accepted unless enough officials are also supplied!

16  SUPERVISION OF SWIMMERS; Each Club will be allowed 1 Team Manager plus 1 more assistant per 10 more swimmers over 10.  However, to minimise congestion on poolside, they must stay in the designated area.  If Clubs have a male Team Manager, he may only be on poolside or in any male-only changing room.  A Team Manager/Assistant must be on duty in the changing room when any of their swimmers are there.  No other people except swimmers and officials will be allowed on the poolside.  As the space in the changing rooms is limited, Clubs are asked to keep all non-essential adults out of them.  Anyone who goes into changing rooms with swimmers (including Team Manager/Assistants, and e.g., any extra helper for hair-preparation) must have been through the ASA’s DBS checking process.  If Clubs have male swimmers amongst their competitors, arrangements for a separate changing room will be made, and Clubs must have a named male adult (DBS checked) available to act as an Assistant if needed.  Obtaining DBS clearance can take up to three months, so Clubs are advised to deal with this matter immediately.


17    PHOTOGRAPHY; The ASA’s rules state that an ASA Club member who wants to take photographs must sign the photography register on the day.  Anyone who is not an ASA Club member must apply to the organiser before the competition for permission to take photos.  Any club that strongly objects to their routines being photographed by other Clubs must notify this in writing to the organiser with their entries so that it can be noted on the programme. 
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POOL DIMENSIONS; The Main pool is a 25 metre 6-lane pool (depth 3’3”-6’6”), and is where the routines will be swum.  Some of the Figures will also be swum in this pool, but some may be swum in the Diving Pool (depth 12’6”) or the Splash Pool (depth 3’ – 3’6”)
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REFRESHMENTS:  Officials will have complimentary refreshments provided.  
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TIMING OF THE COMPETITIONS:  The competitions are provisionally planned to start at about 2.30 pm, with check in and officials meetings just after 2pm (NO ONE should enter the building before 2 pm.)  The length of the competitions obviously depends on the number of entries, but the finish time is unlikely to be before 8 pm and could be as late as 9.30 pm.  When the entries have been received, we shall be able to give a more accurate estimate of timings.  However, parents should be warned that timings are only estimates and events can be later or earlier than predicted.
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COMMUNICATIONS:
 Please note that ALL communications concerning the competition will be by email (or in emergency, telephone).  All emails should have as the subject: ‘Nov Comps 2016’.  All emails MUST be acknowledged immediately upon receipt. Please choose a contact person who checks their emails daily!  
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CONTACT:
For any queries and to request entry forms, please email novice.competition@outlook.com Documents and information will be available at http://readingroyalssynchro.btck.co.uk/NoviceCompetition2016 telephone 0118 9429566
23
LOCATION OF POOL:
Reading Central Pool is at Battle Street, RG1 7NU.   

(Car Parking at the pool will be limited to officials; there is a multi-story car park within sight of the Pool.  Clubs are strongly urged to consider travelling by coach as car park fees in Reading are very high and there is very little on-street parking.)
Reading Royals Invitation and Open Novice Competitions 2016 –  Rules & Conditions  at    21/2/16


