June 2014 Bulletin 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Association of Local Councils

WELCOME to the CAPALC June 2014 Bulletin

CLERKS please circulate this bulletin to chairmen, councillors and members of staff in printed form or in electronic form or email the web link at www.capalc.org.uk
CAPALC BULLETIN - DIRECT TO YOU  

If you are not already receiving your personal copy of the CAPALC Bulletin simply sign up on the home page of the CAPALC website at www.capalc.org.uk to receive a copy direct to your PC, tablet or phone. 

RECURRING THEMES

We keep a record of queries, questions and help requests that come into the CAPALC office and we do notice some recurring issues for clerks or councils 

· FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS by COUNCILS
Councils do not have the same freedom as individuals in terms of making financial investment.

Power to participate in schemes of collective investment as defined in the Trustee Investments Act 1961, s.11 and the Local Government Act 2003 highlight that Councils are committed to Treasury Management to ensure that;

· Capital expenditure plans are affordable

· All external borrowing and other long term liabilities are within prudent and sustainable levels, and

· Treasury Management decisions are taken in accordance with good professional practice
The CIPFA Treasury Management Code of Practice defines Treasury Management as: ‘The management of the Council’s cash-flow, its banking, money market and capital market transactions; the effective control of the risks associated with those activities; and the pursuit of optimum performance consistent with those risks.’

For the prudent management of its balances, maintaining sufficient levels of security and liquidity, Councils can use deposits with banks, building societies, local authorities or other public authorities. 

All deposits must be in Sterling. 

· Calculating holidays and holiday pay

Normally your contract of employment should specify your holiday entitlement and may also dictate how and when holidays may be taken and how much, if any, time off due can be carried over from one year to the next.

As at April 2012 the legal minimum holiday entitlement you are entitled to is 28 days which can include bank and public holidays but you need to check with your employer, the council  and refer to your contract to see if any additional time off is allowed for long service.

FULL TIME CLERKS AND OTHER EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNCIL 

Your minimum annual entitlement and holiday pay for a year is calculated as:

28 days holiday paid at 28 days full time pay 

PART-TIME CLERKS AND OTHER PART TIME EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNCIL

If you are a part-time worker, you are still entitled to a minimum of 28 days holiday 

For example, if you work 5 days each week but only work part time for say 5 hours each day then your annual entitlement and holiday pay for a year is calculated as:

28 days holiday paid at 28 days part time pay

Although the amount of holiday pay will vary between full time and part time workers they should both have the same amount of time off for holidays unless there are additional holidays due for longer serving employees.

For more information https://www.gov.uk/holiday-entitlement-rights 
SECTION 137 EXPENDITURE: LIMIT FOR 2014/2015

The Department for Communities and Local Government has confirmed that the appropriate sum for parish councils for the purposes of section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (“1972 Act”) for 2014-2015 is £7.20.

This is the amount that results from increasing the amount for 2013-2014 (£6.98) by the percentage increase in the Retail Prices Index between September 2012 and September 2013 (of 3.2%), in accordance with Schedule 12B to the 1972 Act.

Older Peoples Services in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG have launched a procurement process to appoint one or more organisations to run older people’s services. The procurement process involves a dialogue with potential partners about different options to make sure the best solutions are found. CCG will be engaging with patients’ and carers’ groups at all stages.

At the end of the procurement process CCG will sign a contract with the successful organisation(s). This might be one single organisation, or a formal agreement between several organisations to deliver care. In this new contract CCG will make sure that the money for older people’s services is strongly linked to improvements in services and patients’ health.

CCG are aiming for the new older people’s service to begin in July 2014. 

Patients might not see a big difference at first, but they should notice that there is better organisation and services working better together to deliver a patient’s care.

They should also find that it is easier to access health services at home or in the community, especially in the evenings, at weekends and on bank holidays.

These services will be funded by the NHS, free at the point of need for patients. There is more information about the older people’s programme on the website www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk You can contact us by calling the CCG’s engagement team on 01223 725 304 or 01733 758 503 or by email to engagement@cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk   or write to the  Engagement Team, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG, Lockton House, Clarendon Road, Cambridge, CB2 8FH
FUNDING UPDATE

Does your youth group need a cash boost?

Local youth groups can apply for a bursary of up to £300 to support their costs and to assist them in delivering positive activities for young people in their area.

It’s a simple process, gather ideas from the young people in the club on ‘how will £300 benefit your club / group / project’. The only criteria is to ensure your club is within Cambridgeshire and is aimed for 10-19 year olds (up-to 25 year olds for clubs providing activities with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

You can apply at anytime during 2014, but there is limited overall funds, so when it is gone it’s gone. The funding has been provided by Cambridgeshire County Council with emphasis on localism. This is not open to nationally affiliated clubs or groups which we would consider large i.e. cross-county groups. The amount is not a guaranteed award but each Area Partnership will consider all bids at their steering group meetings. If you have any questions, please contact the Area Partnerships Manager 01223 699692 or e-mail childrenstrustnetwork@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
Our Heritage – Heritage Lottery Fund

The Our Heritage programme is for any type of project related to national, regional or local heritage in the UK. Applications can be made for a grant of more than £10,000 and up to £100,000. Under this programme, HLF fund applications from not-for-profit organisations, private owners of heritage (including individuals and for-profit organisations) and partnerships. This is a rolling programme and applications can be made at any time.

For more information, http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/OurHeritage.aspx#.U3yBcSgzTrg
On-Farm Anaerobic Digestion Fund – WRAP

The On-Farm Anaerobic Digestion (AD) Fund has been developed to help farmers in England get financial support to build small-scale AD plants on their farms.

The Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) are delivering the fund on behalf of the government.

WRAP understands that the main barriers to developing AD on farms are: access to finance; availability of reference sites for technologies and case studies; demonstration of the benefits of AD; the potential high cost of technology.

To address these barriers and encourage the uptake of small-scale on-farm AD in the UK WRAP has developed a programme to help farms access finance, provide case studies and demonstration information and provide support for farmers who want to use AD on their farm.

The fund will be available to farms in England, that have access to slurries or manures; and who wish to build AD plants producing up to 250k/W of power.

The scheme is split into two parts:

· A business plant grant up to £10,000 to investigate the environmental and economic potential of building an AD plant on the farm

· A capital loan up to £400,000 (or a maximum of 50% of the project cost). This is available for AD plants producing up to 250kW of power

There is a rolling programme for applications. For more information, http://www.wrap.org.uk/node/16778
Local Sustainable Transport Fund – Department for Transport

On 23 December 2013 local authorities were invited to bid to the £78.5 Local Sustainable Transport Fund. The guidance launched on this date will invite local transport authorities in England (outside London) to apply for revenue funding up to a maximum of £1 million to support the cost of a range of sustainable travel measures.

Proposals should consider the importance of integrating sustainable transport to make it easier and more convenient for people to make their journey from door-to-door by public transport, cycling and walking. The guidance will also set out the criteria against which decisions on the allocation of funding will be taken and the need to demonstrate value for money, deliverability and affordability of package proposals.

This fund will also support Bikeability training.

The Department for Transport stated that “Additional information about the application process, including the application form, will be published on the Department for Transport website in the New Year”.

For more information

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-sustainable-transport-fund 
Heritage Enterprise – Heritage Lottery Fund

Heritage Enterprise supports enterprising community organisations across the UK to rescue neglected historic buildings and sites and unlock their economic potential.

You can apply for a grant from £100,000 to £5million.

Historic buildings are known to attract thriving businesses, and yet many of them lie vacant and derelict. With a Heritage Enterprise grant you can breathe new life into historic sites by repairing, adapting and giving them a productive new use. By funding much of the repair costs HLF hope to encourage private developers to work with community organisations to deliver commercially viable schemes.

Decisions are made either by the relevant HLF Committee of the Board of Trustees, depending on the scale of application. These are held at various times during the year.

For more information
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-sustainable-transport-fund
Heat Network Funding for Local Authorities – DECC

The government has launched a £6 million funding stream to support Local Authorities to develop low carbon heat networks.

The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) administer the fund.

The government are keen to support plans for networks that draw their heat energy (immediately or in the future) from renewable, sustainable or recoverable sources as an alternative to or to complement gas CHP.

Bids, which seek to develop low temperature delivery networks, are encouraged:

• The fund will meet 67% of the estimated eligible costs of developing technical proposals and financial evaluations for the installation of new heat networks and the improvement and/or expansion of existing heat networks

• Local Authorities will be required to provide the other 33% of funding

The bidding process to apply for grant funding for the development of heat networks commenced in September 2013 and will continue through a series of six bidding rounds until March 2015. 
For more information
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/increasing-the-use-of-low-carbon-technologies/supporting-pages/heat-networks 
First World War: Then and Now – Heritage Lottery Fund

This programme provides grants of £3,000 to £10,000 for communities to mark the Centenary of the First World War. HLF also provide grants of more than £10,000 for First World War projects.

For more information http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/FirstWorldWarThenandNow.aspx#.U3yCDSgzTrh 
Community Right to Build – Department for Communities and Local Government

Anyone planning new building projects in their community can apply for a share of £17 million to get their ideas off the ground.

Housing Minister Mark Prisk announced the fund in August 2013, which will offer additional support to people with plans and ideas for their neighbourhood, from self-build homes to community shops.

The minister said the money would ensure that those wishing to realise their vision would no longer be put off building by the challenges of design and permissions.

Until now, the £17 million pot was earmarked solely to help Community Right to

Build projects develop their proposals. But to ensure that local building plans can access the same support, whatever route they take, Mr Prisk has expanded the scheme to include any community project.

This means that communities who want to make a change in their area, such as creating a new playground, renovating an empty home or making plots available for house building will be able to access the money they need to develop plans and make it happen. The fund is available for communities outside London until March 2015 
For more information

http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/lfi/DNWA-9AAGTX
Additional information can be found at 

http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/lfi/DNWA-9AAGTX 
Community Led Project Support Funding – HCA

This is a £14 million revenue-funding programme, which helps communities to achieve their development ambitions for their local area. The fund will provide revenue funding to help community groups to build their capacity to either submit a Community Right to Build order, which is an alternative way for communities to deliver the development they want – be it homes, shops, businesses or facilities – where the benefits of the development will be retained by the community for the community, or to apply for planning permission.

Communities interested in applying for support have the choice of applying for funding through two different routes:

· Community Right to Build – Provides support for community groups who want to submit an application for a Community Right to Build Order as an alternative to achieving planning permission

· Planning Application Route – Provides support for community groups seeking to achieve planning permission

The programme will remain open to receive new applications until funding is fully committed (or until end of March 2015, whichever occurs first). It is unlikely that new applications received after October 2014 will be able to be funded. 
For more information

http://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/community-led-project-support
Community Assets and Services Grants: Pre-feasibility and Feasibility

Over £10 million is available to community groups looking to take over local services. Pre-feasibility grants between £5,000 and £10,000 are on offer to help organisations build internal capacity. Organisations that can demonstrate a strong potential to compete for public service delivery contracts can apply for feasibility grants of up to £100,000 to help compete in a procurement process. A second tranche of applications are currently being welcomed.

Pre-feasibility and feasibility grants are also available to community groups looking to buy buildings and assets valuable to the local community. 
For more information
http://www.sibgroup.org.uk/communityrights/ 
Commissioning Better Outcomes and the Social Outcomes Fund – BIG Lottery Fund and the Cabinet Office

BIG are focusing on approaches that use payment by results (PbR) mechanisms, particularly those, which involve social investment such as Social Impact Bonds (SIBs).

To achieve this two funds have been set up – the Cabinet Office’s Social Outcomes Fund and the Big Lottery Fund’s Commissioning Better Outcomes – with a joint mission to support the development of more SIBs.

Between them these funds are making up to £60m available to pay for a proportion of outcomes payments for these types of models in complex policy areas, as well as support to develop robust proposals.

The shared overarching aim is to grow the market in SIBs, while each fund has a specific focus that reflects the missions of the Big Lottery Fund and Cabinet Office.

For the Big Lottery Fund, this is to enable more people, particularly those most in need, to lead fulfilling lives, in enriching places and as part of successful communities.

For the Cabinet Office, this is to catalyse and test innovative approaches to tackling complex issues using outcomes based commissioning. For more information see the website.

The deadline is 31 July 2016. 
For more information

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/england/commissioning-better-outcomes-and-social-outcomes-fund 
Young Roots – Heritage Lottery Fund

The Young Roots programme is for projects that engage young people with heritage in the UK. Applications can be made for a grant of more than £10,000 and up to £50,000. Under this programme, HLF fund partnerships of heritage and youth organisations to help young people shape and deliver their own projects in safe environments.

This is a rolling programme and applications can be made at any time. 
For more information

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/YoungRoots.aspx#.U3yC4CgzTrg 
Transition Funding – Heritage Lottery Fund

Transition funding is available to organisations in the UK who want to achieve significant strategic change – through acquiring new skills or knowledge, or new models of governance, leadership, business and income – in order to become more resilient and sustain improved management of heritage for the long term.

You may be in transition legally or structurally – for example, local authority heritage services transferring to trust status - or facing strategic or financial challenges due to loss of regular or anticipated income streams.

To apply you must be a previous recipient of an HLF grant. You can apply for a grant of more than £10,000 and up to £100,000.

For more information 
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Transition_funding.aspx#.U3yC9ygzTrh 
Sharing Heritage – Heritage Lottery Fund

The Sharing Heritage programme is for any type of project related to national, regional or local heritage in the UK. Applications can be made for a grant from £3,000 to £10,000. The fund is available to not-for-profit organisations or partnerships led by not-for-profit organisations wanting to explore, share and celebrate their community’s heritage.

This is a rolling programme and applications can be submitted at any time. 
For more information

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/SharingHeritage.aspx#.U3yDDigzTrg 
Reaching Communities England – Big Lottery

Reaching Communities funding is for projects that help people and communities most in need. Grants are available from £10,000, upwards and funding can last for up to 5 years.

If you think you need more than £500,000 you must call Big Lottery before applying to discuss why you believe a larger project is appropriate. There is no

upper limit for total project costs. Reaching Communities can fund salaries, running costs, a contribution towards core costs and equipment. Reaching Communities can also fund up to £100,000 for land, buildings or refurbishment capital costs.

All projects must address one or more of the following outcomes:

· People have better chances in life, with better access to training and development to improve their life skills

· Stronger communities, with more active citizens, working together to tackle their problem

· Improved rural and urban environments, which communities are better able to access and enjoy

· Healthier and more active people and communities

There is a two-stage application process. After submitting a Reaching Communities Stage One application form, applicants will be told within 6 weeks whether the project is one that might be considered for funding. If successful, the applicant will be sent a Stage Two application form. Applicants will usually have four months to complete this.

For more information

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/england/reaching-communities-england 
FEEDBACK

If you would like to contribute articles or have any positive critical comments please let us know by clicking on accounts@capalc.org.uk and emailing us.

CAPALC Unit 7, The Meadows, Meadow Lane, St Ives PE27 4LG.

Website www.capalc.org.uk 

Email accounts@capalc.org.uk 
Telephone 01480 375629
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