CSM EXTRACT FROM JANUARY 2012 ISSUE OF THE CLYST VALLEY NEWS
CLYST ST MARY 
Church Services

There will be a Family Communion Service on 8th January and an informal Family Service on 22nd January, both starting at 11.00 am as usual. We welcome new families who would like to bring their children to join in these services.

Church Coffee Mornings

The December coffee morning and bazaar, held in the Village Hall, raised £630 for church funds and this will help see us through into the New Year. Thank you to everyone who supported the event by coming along to relax and chat as well as to those who ran and contributed to the stalls and provided the coffee, biscuits and bacon rolls. A particular thank you to Mrs Pitts and the school choir who sang so beautifully for us; and to Father Christmas for making time from his busy schedule to put in an appearance with his portable grotto and spend a few hours with us. We understand that his reindeer kept a low profile up on the field behind the hall enjoying some unexpectedly luscious grass!
The January coffee morning will be back in church as normal on Saturday 14th January from 10.00 to 11.30 am. Contributions for the cake and produce stall will be much appreciated. 

Church Finances

Over the past two months Don Axford (01392 873615) has received around £5 in copper and those very small and fiddly 5p coins from three different sources. Further, a letter from the Isle of Tiree arrived one morning containing a cheque for £100 from a previous church member who moved away some years ago. It appears that a friend sends her a copy of the ‘News’ occasionally and she had read of our need for funds to repair the copings on the gable walls. It’s surprising where our magazine gets to - I never dreamt it went that far! Our sincere thanks to her and those who sent their coppers, etc. Please keep it up - the need is even more urgent in the coming year and is vital if the community wants to retain an active church in CSM.

Talent Contest

You may be aware that we are in the midst of a Talent Contest. No, not the usual type. Several people are taking part and have each been given £10. The idea is to come back in January with a profit from the £10.  Some have completed their task and returned a 100% profit in a variety of ways. Making jam, knitting gloves and scarves, buying  ‘buy one get one free offers’, propagating plants, making oven gloves, making and selling cards, etc. This is to remind you that, if you are asked to buy anything for the contest, you know what it is about!
Clyst St Mary Christmas Tree Festival 2011
We have drawn breath since last weekend and we were delighted at how the three days went.  We had many visitors through the church doors, lots of positive comments and overall, we believe, a successful Tree Festival.  We raised £1209.91 in profit and this will be shared between Clyst St Mary Church and Exeter and District Hospicecare so we are very pleased to be able to support these two causes.

A huge thank you must go to all the entries. A special thank you goes to Clyst St Mary School and all their classes that entered. ‘Christmask’ from Class 5 was the favourite children’s tree for our visitors. Congratulations to Mrs Rose and all the children.  A wonderful display by you  all.  We are proud that all the children's groups in the village entered which makes it very special for everyone. ‘White Christmas’ by Rosemary Spriggs was the visitors’ favourite adult tree so congratulations again to Rosemary.  Well done!
Bill Baxter kindly turned in solid walnut a beautiful Solitaire game for the table and this was won by Clyde Bish.  Thank you so much Bill for your generous donation which always excites us and encourages us to buy tickets, which in turn makes us more money.
We would also like to thank all of you who came to see the Festival and those who shared a delicious meal in the church, amongst the trees on Thursday evening.  Without your support we would have been rather lonely in the Church. THANK YOU EVERYONE from Pat Cusa, Sue Norman and Rosemary Spriggs (Christmas Tree Festival Committee).

Clyst Valley FC

 The fixtures for January are:

	DATE
	KO
	1st Team
	2nd Team
	3rd Team

	07 Jan
	14.15
	A
	Alphington
	A
	Honiton Town
	H
	Topsham Town 3rd

	14 Jan
	14.15
	H
	Barnstaple Town
	A
	University 3rd
	H
	Westexe Rov 2nd

	21 Jan
	14.15
	H
	Seaton Town
	A
	Broadclyst
	H
	Chulmleigh

	28 Jan
	14.15
	H
	Thorverton
	A
	Halwill
	H
	Uplowman Ath 2nd


	DATE
	KO
	Youth Team 

	15 Jan
	14.00
	A
	Tiverton

	22 Jan
	14.00
	H
	Teignmouth

	29 Jan
	14.00
	A
	Dawlish Utd


Bishops Clyst Parish Council: Application for Grant Aid
Bishops Clyst Parish Council would like to hear from any organisation in the village who feels that they would benefit from a grant towards the running of their group.

Please write to the Clerk at the address below, stating the nature of the request and including a copy of the most recent accounts of the organisation. This should be received by the Clerk no later than noon on 14th February 2012. Those groups who are successful will receive their grants in March 2012.

Clerk & RFO to the Council Juliet White, Ringmer, Culver Close, Bradninch, Exeter, EX5 4NY.  

Getting Ready for Winter

For advice and help during emergency winter weather conditions please go to the 'Getting Ready for Winter' section of the noticeboard page on the Parish Council's website: 

http://www.bishopsclyst.btck.co.uk/Noticeboard.
Burns Night Supper

A Burns Night Supper will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Saturday 21st January.  Tickets, at £12, can be obtained from Jeanne Axford on 01392 873615 or Rob Hatton on 01392 874305. 
Clyst St Mary Primary School

Happy New Year to all our neighbours – we hope you had a wonderful Christmas and enjoyed the break. It’s always exciting to start a new year and 2012 will be packed full of events and activities for the children. We welcome our January starters and their families to the school and we look forward to getting to know them all.

This month our older children will be having a videoconference with the London Museum about Roman history. We hold several of these conferences throughout the year and with many different partners around the country. This is a fantastic technology and it won’t be long before we could be going global and meeting up with museums, other schools and projects from around the world!

We have installed a brand new replacement ICT suite in our central area and we are sure that the children will enjoy the benefit of this new, faster and up to the minute equipment.

Farm Watch

Devon and Cornwall Police have re-launched Farm Watch. This scheme is run for and by members of the farming community and is supported by the police. It operates in a similar way to Neighbourhood Watch.

Every Farm Watch can be linked locally to the police Neighbourhood Team. As a member of Farm Watch you will have opportunities to directly influence the dissemination and collection of information about crime and anti-social and suspicious behaviour in your area to prevent crime.

The aims of the scheme are to

· Increase the prevention and detection of farm-related crime.

· Increase community engagement between individual members, the police and other farming-related groups.

· Reduce the fear of crime in your community.

· Increase public confidence in the police and other involved agencies.

To learn more about the scheme, either contact myself 0r contact your local Neighbourhood Team via the website at www.devon-cornwall.police. Arialuk  where you can use the link Find My Local Policing Team. Search for Farm Watch on the site to see latest updates relating to rural crime.

Please consider joining the scheme if you are a small-holder or large farmer. Thieves are targeting isolated rural locations - livestock, machinery, tools and equipment are all vulnerable. I am happy to visit to discuss security and offer property marking. Horse owners can join Horse Watch -  contact me as below.

PCSO 30028 Donna Baker, tel 08456 569412. donna.baker@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  
Clyst St Mary Walking Group

The January walk of 6 - 7 miles is easy going on local lanes and footpaths, crossing the motorway towards Gypsy Hill and returning by the new Redhayes bridge to the Blackhorse for lunch.  Meet at the Village Hall at 10 am on Tuesday 17th. No cars required if you can walk to the Hall.  Every one welcome but we all walk at our own risk. For more information, please call Patrick on 01392 874203 or Roger on 01392 874264.
Clyst St Mary Badminton Club

The club meets on Tuesdays 8-10 pm in the Village Hall. Why not help to keep (or get!) fit with us - new members of all abilities are always welcome. For more information, please contact either Malcolm Macmillen on 01392 873280 or Hilary Richardson on 01392 874722 - or just turn up on a Tuesday. 

Wombling News
May I start by saying a very big thank you to those who have given great support to this initiative in 2011 and wish them (and all our non-litter dropping readers) a very Happy New Year. 
The fact that there hasn’t been a word from the Wombles in recent editions doesn’t mean we’ve been hibernating in our rubbish sacks! In fact, far from it, we have great news!! 
Following a request for help to buy our own equipment for litter clearance in Clyst St Mary, I am delighted to say that both Friends Life and The Co-operative Group have offered support. This will facilitate the purchase of litter pickers, hoops (to keep the bags open) and Hi Vis jackets. Needless to say, we are very pleased to accept these extremely generous donations as they will enable us to be more ‘spontaneous’ – reacting to rubbish as it’s dropped (I wish!). In fact, hopefully we may move on to a situation where folk offer to look after an area as and when it suits them, rather than trying to fit into an organised ‘sweep’. 
However, that’s up to you! We have a nucleus of 14 volunteers and we will very shortly have the gear. It took five of us just 2 hours yesterday to clear Church Lane, Winslade Park, the Sidmouth road (from the nursery to the CSM roundabout), the village street, the hall drive and the upper car park (3 huge bagfuls!). But it’s rare for more than five of us to be able to co-ordinate our diaries – so additional volunteers would mean we could do more (both area and frequency). Personally (you can say what you like – and no doubt will!!) I see it as a very small contribution to the community of which I have been lucky to be a part for over 30 years. If you’d like to help, please either give me a call on 01392 874597 or drop me an email at  rogernorman@clyststmary.net.  Many thanks. Roger Norman
Clyst Valley Pre-School

We are having an open day on Wednesday 1st February from 1 to 3 pm.  Anyone who is looking for a Pre-School place for their child and wants to find out more about us is very welcome to drop in to see us for a chat and a tour around our fantastic new building.
We have a few spaces available this term and we are taking bookings for January 2012 so please get in touch if you are interested by going to our new website at www.clystvalleypreschool.org or calling Pre-School on 07546 289331 during session times. 

Our session times run Monday to Friday as follows:  

Mornings:       9.15 am to 11.45 am

Lunchtime:    11.45 am to 12.45 pm

Afternoons:    12.45 pm to 3.15 pm 

Children can come on a full- or part-time basis, and for either whole or half days.  The age range is 2 years and 8 months to school starting age. 

We were judged to be an outstanding pre-school by OFSTED at our last inspection in February 2009.  Copies of the report are available from Pre-School or can be viewed on OFSTED's website. 
Toddler Group  

We have returned to the Village Hall after our time in the church. We meet from 9.30 am until 11.30 am in Clyst St Mary Village Hall and all children from 0 to 5 years are welcome with their parents, grandparents or carers. If you feel able, come earlier and help set up. There will be craft and other activities, including singing. It costs £2 which includes snacks and drinks for children and adults. Please contact Lyn for more information on 07971 210657.
