THE PLANNING BOARD

The members of the Board are elected to represent the interests of the whole community in planning matters and is comprised of eleven elected Councillors with the numbers of each party reflecting the political makeup of the Council (currently 8 Conservative, 1 Liberal Democrat, 1 Labour, 1 Independent).

Should the development you are objecting to go before the planning board, you can if you wish, attend the Planning Board Meeting.  The Planning Board will vote at the end of the item on whether the proposed development is granted planning permission.  Neither the Developer, nor residents opposing the development need be present if they don’t wish to.  A decision will be made whether they are there or not. 

When a development goes before the planning board you will have the opportunity to read to the board a submission, in other words a summing up of the reasons you think this application should be turned down, you are allowed 5 minutes exactly.  If no-one else from your community wishes to speak you are allowed the full five minutes, if three people wish to speak you must share the five minutes between you. The developer or his representative are also allowed 5 minutes. 

Dealing with submissions are Jill Holyoak, and Stuart Figini in Democratic Services, and you must inform them you wish to speak, your request will be dealt with in date receipt order (first come first served) Tel 454715 or 454632 email jill.holyoake@bournemouth.gov.uk or stuart.figini@bournemouth.gov.uk   They are extremely helpful and will assist you any way they can to make the experience an easy one. 

At the beginning of your submission you are allowed to pass around, extra evidence, anything other than photographs or maybe a map will only irritate the committee. EXTRA WRITTEN evidence should be given to the Planning Office before 10.00a.m one working day before the meeting, usually a Friday as most meetings are on a Monday, the committee will not have time to sit and read letters at the meeting..   Other evidence such as your photographs/maps and a copy of your deputation etc should be given to the presiding official just before you speak, he/she will pass your evidence to the committee. Although not essential, If you can, let Democratic Services know before-hand you have extra evidence to pass around.  

Practise speaking out loud with a stop watch to make sure your submission keeps within the time limit. You will not be allowed to continue after the due time has elapsed, you will have a 1 minute warning before your time is up. Do not worry about how you sound, what you have to say is more important.    If you can, type out your submission, use double line spacing, and large lettering.   This is the only time you will be allowed to speak so make it count. Bring along as many concerned residents as you can. 

After the submissions the Case Officer will introduce the item (your case) and speak to the recommendation (why he thinks the development should go ahead)   He may also show photographs and maps, on a screen, to emphasise his argument.  His Highways Officer may also speak. You can see now how important it is that you make as good a case as possible before it gets to this stage.

You will not be able to speak or make any comments. Shouting out may adversely effect the decision. 

Every member of the Planning Board will speak individually for or against the development and at the end of meeting the Chairman will ask each member of the board to vote yes or no. You will be able to see which way each member has voted.  

Board members :-  Cllr David Kelsey (Chair) Conservative   Cllr Ron Whittaker (Vice Chair) Independent.    Cllr Linda Bailey (Cons)   Cllr Beryl Baxter (Lab)  Cllr Sue Anderson (Cons)  Cllr Johann Edward (Cons)
Cllr Malcome Davies (Cons)  Cllr Roger West (Lib Dem)  Cllr Mike Green (Cons)  Cllr Linda Price (Cons)

Cllr John Wilson (Cons)   Total 1 Independent, 1 Lib Dem,  8 Conservative,  1 Labour.  
If you lose the vote, the development can go ahead. You have no right of appeal. If the developer loses the vote he has the choice of submitting amended plans, or he can take it to the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol.  If he chooses to appeal the Councils Appeals Officer, Amy Butterfield, will take charge of the case. SEE NOTES ON APPEAL PROCEDURES.

POKESDOWN COMMUNITY FORUM.
