



APPEAL PROCEDURES

There is normally no need for anyone other than the Inspector to take part in the site visit. However, if you own a property nearby and you want the Inspector to see the appeal site from your property, you should tell them when you write.. They will then tell you the date and time of the visit.

If you have asked to be kept informed of an appeal you will be sent a letter by the Council’s Appeals Officer, Amy Butterfield, email: planning.appeals@bournemouth.gov.uk direct line 01202 451323 giving you the date further letters must be in by, and all the information you will need to submit your letters on line or in writing. 

If you haven’t made a request to be told, email or telephone the Councils Appeals Officer and she will send you the details.  Don’t mistake the Councils Appeals Officer for the Planning Inspectorate at Bristol, they are two totally different offices.  The Councils Appeals Officer is there to represent the Planning Board in future dealings with the Planning Inspectorate.

If you have submitted objection letters, photographs, maps etc, against the original application, these will automatically be forwarded to the appointed appeals inspector as part of the appeal. If you wish to amend your earlier views in any way,  or you think you may have extra evidence you wish the Planning Inspectorate to know about,  the address and email address if you wish to send it on line, will be in the letter from Amy Butterfield.  If you have any problems with the online service contact their helpline on 0117 372 6372, website  www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk email: enquiries@planning-inspectorate.gsi.gov.uk
There are 3 types of Appeal.  THE WRITTEN PROCEDURE.  THE HEARING PROCEDURE  and THE INQUIRY PROCEDURE.  For a more comprehensive explanation of the three, contact the Planning Inspectorate, address below, and they will send you  a GUIDE TO TAKING PART IN PLANNING APPEALS, or you can contact the Planning Inspectorate website:-
 www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk  

As most of our local developments are dealt with by letter we are dealing here with the WRITTEN PROCEDURE.   In which case the Appeals Inspector will make a site visit. If you wish to be present at the site visit you must contact the Planning Inspectorate direct, and ask to be informed of the date and time. 

A word of caution about sending more letters. Only send a letter if you think you  have something EXTRA to say, or wish to amend something you have said previously.  There is no point in going over comments you have already made it will make the Inspector’s job harder to do.    

Your request for the date and time has to be made direct to Bristol either on line email: enquiries@planning-inspectorate.gsi.gov.uk or in writing to PLANNING INSPECTORATE, ROOM  3/19a, TEMPLE QUAY HOUSE, 2 THE QUARE, TEMPLE QUAY, BRISTOL, B51 6PN always make sure you quote the planning reference number.  Helpline: 0117 372 6372.  Website www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk  

THE SITE VISIT   The Inspector will want to see the site involved in the appeal before making a decision. But, because everyone concerned has to make their case in writing, no discussion is allowed during the visit.

If the Inspector can see enough of the site from the road or a public viewpoint, he will visit the site alone.  If that is not possible, the appellant (developer) and the LPA’s (local planning authority’s) representative will go with the Inspector. 

The Inspector will decide whether they need to come onto your property.  If they do, the appellant and an LPA  representative must come too. You will not be able to discuss the case, but you can point out relevant facts and features. e.g.

Your neighbour has applied to build an extension on his home, and you have written to tell them that this extension will overlook some of your windows.

You can say to the Inspector: ‘These are the windows I mentioned’.  YOU CANNOT SAY ‘These windows will be overlooked because . . .  . . . ‘

After the site visit the Inspector will go back to Bristol and make his decision. You will be informed by letter, and the Inspector will explain why he has either accepted or rejected the Appeal.  If you loose,  the developer can build his development, you have no right of Appeal,  If he developers looses he can submit new plans and the whole thing starts again.
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