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And now, the news …

 

Funding Opportunities
A bit of a thin month this month I'm afraid.
 

Preston: Community Safety Small Grants - open from 2 April 2013 - no deadline
The Community Safety Partnership small grants programme has extended to cover the inner urban wards of Town Centre, St George’s, Deepdale, Fishwick and St Matthew’s wards.  The funding process is designed to enable those who don’t traditionally access funding support to develop a small project that will positively impact upon offending behaviour and wider community safety. It is a very simple process and administered by Community Engagement. There is no deadline but there is a limited amount in the ‘kitty’ so, if you know a group of people or an individual who would like support to ‘kick start’ a project or activity that will make a difference at a very local level, please get in touch.  There are funds of up to £250 per project or activity. We are particularly interested to hear from local organisations which support families or people with offending backgrounds. This will enable us to target some of the resource to those who face additional barriers to getting involved in grass roots community activity.  Please contact Lesley Pritchard or Debbie Walerysiak if you want to discuss ideas on 01772 906453 or email:

communityinvolvementteam@preston.gov.uk
for an application form.

 

Help The Homeless - deadline 30 June 2013 
Help the Homeless, a national Charity which aims to help homeless people throughout the UK to resume a normal life, is currently accepting applications from small and medium sized charities and voluntary organisations.  Grants of up to £5,000 are available towards capital costs to support projects that assist disadvantaged individuals in their return to mainstream society, through residential or training facilities. Grants to larger charities may be considered if the project is suitable innovative and only possible for a larger organisation to develop it. 

http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/applying-for-funding/
 

McDonald’s KickStart Grants - deadline 30 June 2013 
McDonalds has announced that the next deadline for applications to its Kick Start Grants Programme is the 30th June 2013. The aim of the programme is to support community football throughout the UK.   A total of £75,000 is available through the McDonalds Kick Start scheme and local community football teams can apply for grants of between £500 and £2,500 for activities such as: Improving club facilities; Grounds-keeping tools; Training courses; Pitch hire; Van hire; Washing machines for kit; etc. Individuals can apply for a grant on behalf of their club, as long as they are recognised by their national FA, and have at least one team at or below junior (U18) level. Applicants must be over 18 and involved with the club at some level, such as a coach, volunteer or parent.

http://www.mcdonalds.co.uk/ukhome/Sport/Football/Investment/small-grant.html
 

Biscuit Wrapper Roundup Collection Contest - Closing date 7 October 2013 
TerraCycle and McVitie’s are delighted to announce the Biscuit Wrapper Roundup Collection Contest. Over 16,000 biscuit wrappers have been saved from landfill so far thanks to the McVitie’s Biscuit Wrapper Brigade and now is your chance to help save even more.   Locations collecting on the McVitie’s Biscuit Wrapper Brigade have the chance to win up to £250 for the school, charity or non-profit organisation of their choice. So get your friends, family and colleagues involved to help increase your collections – with a total of 100,000 TerraCycle points up for grabs (£1,000 worth), who will round up the most wrappers?

http://www.terracycle.co.uk/en-UK/pages/78/
 

Key Fund Update
The latest recipients of the Government’s £10 million Social Incubator Fund have been announced. ‘Hub Launchpad’ and ‘Social Incubator North’ will be the next projects to receive over a million pounds each in backing.  The fund is designed to provide investment into ‘social incubators’; organisations that will offer a period of intensive support to social enterprise start-ups. This will help turn early stage ideas into successful businesses that change lives, by giving social entrepreneurs access to the resources they need to get their ventures off the ground. Whilst ‘incubators’ might usually be associated with high-tech businesses in pockets of London, these new organisations will take their work across the country. Social Incubator North, which has been set up by the established social enterprise Key Fund, will work in collaboration with four regional Social Enterprise Partnerships in the north of England.

More:

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/KeyFund.docx


Vacancies and Employment
Help Direct: Team Leader - closing date 22 April 2013
1 x 36 hours per week £19,621 per annum 

To work with the Help Direct Manager to ensure the effective and efficient operation of the Help Direct GP service provided to patients across Preston and South Ribble. To have day to day supervisory responsibility for the Help Direct GP Practice Team. To build relationship with GP based staff including GP’s, Practice Managers and other health professionals operating from within practice settings. 

More:

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/HDTL.pdf
 

Help Direct: Community Advisers (GP practice based) - closing date 22 April 2013 
1 x 25 hour post and 5 x 20 hour posts

To deliver a comprehensive service providing high quality support, information and advice on a wide range of issues based within GP Practice environments.  To maintain and manage the case files of Help direct users referred by GP practices and to undertake the accurate recording and inputting of customer details onto internal databases. 

More:

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/CA.pdf
 

With regard both of the above: For an application pack and job description please go to 

http://www.55plus.org.uk
For further details or an informal discussion please contact the Help Direct Manager, Iain Pearson on 01772 270720 

Closing date for applications: Monday 22nd April 2013 at 5.00 pm 

Interviews to be held on: 29th and 30th April 2013 



Volunteering
Hoghton Bottoms: Community River Clean - 13 - 14 April 2013 
Each year for nearly two decades organiser Carol Price and a team of volunteers have removed rubbish from the banks of the River Darwen to recycle.  This year’s clean up will take place on Saturday and Sunday, April 13 and 14, from 10am to 4pm.  If you would like to get involved or can provide equipment, email Carol at: 

carol.price4@tiscali.co.uk
Volunteers should meet at the footbridge on Valley Road and bring rubber gloves.

 

Penwortham Cemetery: Helpers are needed
Helpers are needed to care for Penwortham Cemetery following the death of a long-standing volunteer. John McCrory became a familiar face at the graveyard after losing his wife Doreen in 2002, and worked doing odd jobs until his death aged 77 in February. Now Penwortham Town Council want to set up a friend’s group for the cemetery in Hill Road, in tribute to John. Call the council on 01772 750533

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/cemetery-helpers-are-needed-1-5570064
 

North West Blood Bikes (Lancs & Lakes)
Emergency riders from North West Blood Bikes transport urgently needed blood, blood products and patient records, without charging for their services.  All motorcycle riders are welcome to join us. As with everything, there are hoops to jump through. If you are willing to use your own bike then it obviously has to be roadworthy and capable of carrying whatever the hospitals want us to take. The hospitals are aware that there are limits as to what we can carry on a motorcycle. You will also have to undergo an assessment ride with LCC’s Chief riding instructor.  If you already hold an Advanced rider certificate, or obtain one, you then become eligible to ride a liveried dedicated blood bike.  NWBB L&L transports blood, samples, small medical equipment, patient notes, various paperwork between your local hospitals from 7:00 pm to 6:00 am Monday to Thursday, 7:00 pm Friday to 6:00 am Monday and Bank holidays. However over the weekend it is split into a day shift and night shift, 12 hours each. The minimum commitment is just ONE night a month or 12 nights a YEAR that’s all!

http://www.nwbb-lancs.org/index.php
 

UCLan seeks nominations for student volunteer of the year 2013 - deadline 24 April 2013 
Every year we host an awards ceremony to recognise the contribution of our student volunteers to the local community. As many of you will have student volunteers working with you we’d like you to tell us about their achievements.  Please find the nomination form attached, please can you return the nomination form to me by Wednesday 24th April 2013.

Nomination Form:

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/UCLanStudentVolunteer.doc

 

Fundraising News
Leyland Brass Band are looking for some brass - events on 13 and 20 April 2013 
Leyland Brass Band is gearing up to compete in the prestigious European Championships in Norway in just three weeks’ time – but the group still needs to raise enough money to go. Members of the 28-strong band, which is currently ranked fourth in the world, have been taking part in individual fundraising feats such as sponsored walks in a bid to reach the £20,000 milestone. Thanks to donations from sponsors as well, the band has managed to get £8,000 so far, but still has a long way to go.  The next attempt to raise money for the venture is ‘A European Journey’ concert at the University of Central Lancashire’s Harrington Theatre in Preston this Saturday, April 13. Kicking off at 7.30pm, the band members hope to show off their award-winning skills to a more local audience. Tickets, which can be booked in advance or bought on the door, cost £10 for adults or £5 for children. Call Mr Whitlock on 01772 616687 for tickets. A Leyland Band Quiz Night is also being held at the Buckshaw Village Community Centre on April 20, at 7.30pm, to raise more funds for the trip. Call 01772 813895 for tickets.

http://www.lep.co.uk/lifestyle/entertainment/music/leyland-brass-band-are-looking-for-some-brass-1-5572252
 

Eco funds will be shared out among local projects
A village project to build a new community centre has received a £30,000 boost.  Walton-le-Dale Recreation Society is among dozens of local groups and societies receiving grants from the Lancashire Environmental Fund.  Groups across the county were invited to bid for help with their environmental and community projects from money which comes from landfill tax credits.  The Walton-le-Dale group has been raising money for a new community centre. This phase of the work will involve the kitting out of the shell of the building to provide a meeting place for the local community Locals spent 10 years fundraising.  Proceeds from the annual summer gala and bonfire and fireworks displays netted £70,000, with extra funds coming from a quarterly newsletter, clothes recycling project and buy a brick campaign. The scheme also received £17,500 from South Ribble Council.  St Catherine’s Hospice in Lostock Hall has been awarded £15,000 develop a wetland area and biodiversity reserve with pathways and benches providing a natural green space in which patients, families and the general public can relax.  £30,000 was also awarded to Chorley Methodist Church to develop a community facility.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/eco-funds-will-be-shared-out-among-local-projects-1-5561988
 

Cash boost for Preston’s under threat Space Centre
A charity dinner to raise cash for Preston’s under threat Space Centre has raised more than £3,000.  The sell out dinner at Longridge Golf Club was hosted by businessman Brian Nelson.  Brian, of Grimsargh-based Red Rose Blinds, Curtains and Interiors, organised the fundraiser after vowing to dedicate all his events this year to the Space Centre. He said: “We raised just over £3,000, I am thrilled to bits. It is absolutely stunning especially considering it is the first time we have involved Longridge Golf Club with it.  “Everybody thoroughly enjoyed it.”

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/cash-boost-for-preston-s-under-threat-space-centre-1-5572412

 

Training
One Lancashire - Working Better Together, Leyland - 16 April 2013 
Time: 10am-2:30pm

Venue: The Leyland Hotel, Leyland Way, PR25 4JX

Come and find out where ONE Lancashire is one year on and see what opportunities there are to get involved by working better together. Get updates on ONE Lancashire as a new company. Find out about the benfits of becoming a member of ONE Lancashire. See how Volunteering ONE Lancashire is operating in your area. The event is free to attend and includes lunch.  RSVP: 

communications@onelancashire.org
or register at: 

http://www.onelancashireworkingbettertogether.eventbrite.com
 

Our Heritage workshop: From idea to application, Manchester - 14 May 2013, Preston - 20 August 2013 
Are you currently developing an Our Heritage application?  If you have already been given initial project enquiry/pre-application advice and are now at the stage where you need to start filling in the application form then this workshop is designed to help you. Covering key questions in the application form, including the project plan, it will help you understand what information and detail we are looking for.  This workshop will help you put your project across clearly in the form, but please remember the success of any application depends on the level of competition as well as the quality of the application. 

There are two opportunities:

10.30am to 1.00pm 14th May 2013, Heritage Lottery Fund, Carver’s Warehouse, 77 Dale Street, Manchester, M1 2HG

10.30am to 1.00pm 20th August 2013, Gujarat Hindu Society Centre, South Meadow Lane, Preston, PR1 8JN

Booking is essential. Please contact Rebecca Mason on  

rebeccam@hlf.org.uk
to book a place. Please note that bookings will be taken on a first come, first served basis.  If take-up is high, we may need to request that only person per organisation attends.  

 

Lancashire Adult Learning - multiple courses, dates, venues
Various courses across Preston and South Ribble, multiple venues - BSL, Digital Photography, Guitar, Drawing and Painting, Family History, Holiday Italian, Nemesis, Navvies & Novelty (?), History of the Lancashire Railways, Attaching Your Photos to Email, Managing Hearing Loss, Transfer & Organise Photos Using a Computer, Saving Yourself Money Online, Creative Writing, Taste Of France - Language, Food & Lifestyle, Taste Of Italy - Language, Food & Lifestyle.

More:

Poster. Please download, print and display.

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/LALCourses.pdf
 

Events
Friends of Ribbleton Library, Preston: Recycled bottles unveiled - 13 April 2013 
A greenhouse built by volunteers will be unveiled next weekend.  The Friends of Ribbleton Library’s award winning gardening group will also host a Food Growing Group conducted by Chris Taylor from Lancashire Wildlife Trust from 10am until 12:30pm.  The grand unveiling will take place at 11am on Saturday, April 13.  The Greenhouse has been constructed by volunteer members of Friends of Ribbleton Library Gardening Club, friends and supporters from approximately 1,500 recycled polythene two litre pop bottles.  The whole process from collecting, cleaning and preparing the pop bottles has taken the group nearly 12 months.  The Friends of Ribbleton Library were awarded the Outstanding Certificate and the CGA Trophy for the Best Small neighbourhood in the 2011 North West in Bloom ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ competition.  This was repeated in 2012 together with the award of the Helena Homes Trophy for the Best Overall Neighbourhood.  Contact 07813890177 for details.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/recycled-bottles-unveiled-1-5557498
 

Leyland and District Lions Club: Annual presentation evening - 23 April 2013 
The group will hold the event on Tuesday, April 23 from 7.30pm at the Wellington Park Hotel on Church Road, Leyland. The evening will feature a talk by Staff Sgt Billy Baxter on behalf of the Blind Veterans UK.  The group will be presenting donations to representatives to local groups and charities for whom the Lions have been raising money for throughout the year. All are welcome to attend. For more information, contact Leyland Lions on 0845 833 9857 or 01257 279487. Alternatively, email 

dthomas143@aol.com
The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at Fox Lane Cricket Club on Fox Lane, Leyland.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/leyland-and-district-lions-club-to-hold-annual-presentation-evening-1-5572257
 

Children and Young People's Trust VCFS Forum Spring Conference - 24 April 2013 
5pm – 8pm

Northumbria Hall, St Cuthberts, Lytham Road, Preston, PR2 3AR

Keynote speaker: Hannah Peake

Lancashire County Council Strategic Lead on children and young people’s participation 

Who should attend? – The Conference is for voluntary and community groups working with children and young people in Preston. Its overall aim is to help your organisation/group to engage and involve young people both in terms of your own services and supporting their engagement in shaping public sector services, particularly the Youth Zone. It’s a great opportunity to network with key people in the public and voluntary sector and promote your organisation. To book email:

Julie@prestoncn.org
or ring Julie Humphrey on 01772 717461  

More. Poster. Please download, print and display. 

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/CYPTVCFS.pdf
 

Preston: Swimathon 2013 - 28 April 2013 
Swimathon is a nationwide swimming challenge. The event encourages swimmers across the UK to swim a variety of challenge distances at their local pool and raise money for charity. Since established, more than half a million swimmers have taken part, raising over £38 million for charitable causes.  Swimathon 2013 will give thousands of swimmers the opportunity take on Swimathon’s established Distance Challenges, including the Individual 5k, Individual 2.5k and Individual 1.5k! Up to five people can also create a team to take on the Team 5k and Team 1.5k challenges. All challenges are in support of Marie Curie Cancer Care.

More:

http://www.preston.gov.uk/events/details/2169/
 

BBC’s Songs of Praise is coming to Lancashire - May 2013 
The popular Sunday evening show will record two special editions of the programme in the county in May.  The events will take place at Blackburn Cathedral and are free to attend, but the audience must have a ticket.  The Dean of Blackburn, the Very Rev Christopher Armstrong, said: “We are delighted to welcome the Songs of Praise team to the cathedral for these special recordings.  The people of Blackburn and Lancashire will be sure to give them a warm welcome and make the events memorable.”  Individuals or whole choirs can take part, but anyone wanting to form part of the audience can also apply.

If you would like to be part of the congregation, apply via email to 

songsofpraise@bbc.co.uk
or by post to Songs of Praise, (Blackburn Tickets), 1st Floor, Dock House, MediaCityUK, Salford, M50 2LH, and state whether you would like congregation or choir tickets.  For choirs, state how many soprano, alto, tenor and bass tickets are needed.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/the-bbc-s-songs-of-praise-is-coming-to-lancashire-1-5563536
 

Preston City Games - 8 June 2013 - registration deadline 17 May 2013 
As the host of the massively successful UK Corporate Games in 2012 and building on the legacy of the fantastic Guild celebrations, Preston will now hold its own City Games on Saturday 8 June 2013.  Who is the event aimed at?

The multi-sport one day event is aimed at businesses, charities and organisations in Preston and surrounding areas, and will see individuals and teams competing in 9 different sports. You don’t have to be of Olympic standard – joining in and having fun are the main aims of the games.  Working in partnership, Preston City Council and the University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) want the business community to come together to participate in sport and physical activity, utilising the city’s first class facilities and sports infrastructure.

What activities will be available?

UCLan Sports Arena and Sir Tom Finney Sports Centre will be the venues for the games, with various sports on offer:

Badminton, Basketball, Football, Hockey, Netball, Rounders, Rugby, Running, Table Tennis.

Prestonian and former Olympian, Helen Clitheroe, is the patron of the Preston City Games.

The cost to each individual will be £20 (including VAT) and all team criteria and formats are available from the documents section on this page. Participants must be 16yrs or over.

You can register online on:

http://www.preston.gov.uk/yourservices/sport-and-leisure-centres/other-sport-and-leisure/prestoncitygames

 

Public Notices
Preston: End of an era as mayoral procession axed
The mayor-making procession through Preston which has taken place for 200 years has fallen to the cost-cutting axe.  Town Hall bosses have confirmed a civic service through the city’s streets to mark the arrival of a new mayor will not take place this year. It has been cut to save £2,000 on opening the Guild Hall, hiring a brass band and shutting the road between the Town Hall and the Minster on Church Street.

http://www.lep.co.uk/news/business/end-of-an-era-as-preston-mayoral-procession-axed-1-5564882
 

Preston: New trees for city’s square
Nearly 50 new trees are to be planted in Preston’s Winckley Square as it bids to restore it to its Victorian splendour. The Winckley Square Community Interest Company (WSCIC), a body made up of businesses, residents and heritage groups on the square, have confirmed 42 new ornamental trees will be planted on the square with five others being chopped down. It has appointed tree specialists from Myerscough College, which is working for free, to carry out the work in the coming months.

http://www.lep.co.uk/news/business/new-trees-for-city-s-square-1-5576185
 

Preston: Virgin Media has teamed up with Preston City Council to tackle graffiti
Preston City Council announced an agreement with broadband, cable TV and landline phone provider, Virgin Media to clean up graffiti from their on-street cabinets. Graffiti is still a major problem in Preston and the surrounding areas with walls, street furniture and even churches being defaced regularly by vandals. But now, Virgin Media, who are owned by business magnate, Richard Branson, have stepped in to boost the council’s clean up budget to ensure their green cable boxes are kept free from the scrawl. Coun Robert Boswell, cabinet member for environment, said: “Graffiti is something we are determined to tackle in Preston. The council would prefer to spend £40,000 on other services than cleaning up graffiti.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/virgin-media-has-teamed-up-with-preston-city-council-to-tackle-graffiti-1-5572402
 

Preston: Group in call for new disabled toilets
A group of campaigners is calling for a new toilet to be opened in Preston city centre for people with disabilities. The campaigners have handed over a letter to the Deputy Leader of Preston Council, Coun John Swindells, urging them to provide a ‘changing places toilet’. The toilet is for those with a disability who can’t access the standard disabled toilet.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/preston-group-in-call-for-new-disabled-toilets-1-5572319
 

Penwortham: Focus on sorting out ‘grot spots’
A campaign has been launched to uncover ‘grot spots’ in the Penwortham area.  A spokesman for the Town Council said: “A meeting will be held shortly to see the residents plans for the area, and to look at seeking funds from a variety of sources.  South Ribble Borough Council officers have been informed of the situation and have offered assistance.”  To report other ‘grot spots’ contact the Town Council on 01772 750533.  The Town Council want local residents to point out problems for the members to investigate and to improve.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/focus-on-sorting-out-grot-spots-1-5558054
 

Lancashire County Council Elections 2013 - upcoming deadlines
On Thursday 2 May 2013 elections will take place across Lancashire to appoint County Councillors for each area. The following deadlines apply: Application to register - Wednesday 17 April 2013; Application for a postal vote - 5.00pm on Wednesday 17 April 2013; Application for a proxy vote - 5.00pm on Wednesday 24 April 2013.

More: 

http://www.preston.gov.uk/thecouncil/elections-and-voting/lancashire-county-council-elections-2013/
 

Lancashire youngsters entering adoption have a long wait
Lancashire county council has been warned it could lose its role in adoption because of the time children have to wait for new families. Maps released by the Department of Education place the council in the worst category for children waiting for new families. The County Council is one of 36 authorities in England where the average waiting time between the child entering care and adoption is between 692 and 1,082 days. Children and Families minister Edward Timpson said the councils could lose their powers if they were slow to find homes for children in care.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/lancashire-youngsters-entering-adoption-have-a-long-wait-1-5578712
 

Lancashire Police and Crime Plan for Lancashire
The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 introduced a duty on the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) to prepare a Police and Crime Plan. The Lancashire plan is now available on:

http://www.lancashire-pcc.gov.uk/Transparency/The-Police-and-Crime-Plan.aspx
 

Disability Living Allowance replaced by PIP scheme
Major changes to disability benefits for new claimants are being introduced in some areas of the country ahead of a nationwide rollout of the new measures. It is the start of the replacement of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) by Personal Independence Payments (PIP). Work and Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith said the "ridiculous" system under which people were awarded benefit with no further checks must end. But charity Scope says the changes have been designed just to save money. That claim has been denied by the government, which says spending will not be reduced, but more help will be given to those who need it most. PIPs will be introduced gradually for new claimants, starting in northern England. Scope says 600,000 people will eventually lose their financial support.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-22058059
 

Iain Duncan Smith: Benefit cap to hit fewer households than expected
The number of households that will be affected by a new £500 a week benefit cap has fallen by over a quarter, the Department for Work and Pensions says.  The government initially estimated that 56,000 households would see their benefits reduced by the policy, losing on average around £93 per week. It now expects 40,000 households to be affected.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-22121323
 

Welfare reform and the prosperity gap
Will the welfare reforms widen or narrow the gap between rich and poor communities in the UK? According to new research published by Sheffield Hallam University on Thursday, cuts to benefit payments will "widen the gaps in prosperity".  The Department of Work and Pensions, however, argues the changes will benefit poorer regions because they "help people back into work - which will benefit the economy more than simply abandoning them to claim benefits year after year."  Here, laid bare, is a fundamental question for the future well-being of the UK. If Iain Duncan-Smith is able to squeeze billions from the welfare bill by getting people into jobs, then he will have achieved what politicians of all hues have failed to do in decades. Deprived post-industrial towns and cities will bloom again.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-22112965
 

Free Computer Help for Disabled People 
IT Can Help,   a programme of  AbilityNet, a national charity  specialising in computing for disabled people,  is a nationwide network of volunteers providing FREE computer help to disabled people  in their own home or residential home. Disability can include a long term medical condition as well as  a physical impairment.   There is no charge and there are no medical condition as well as  a physical impairment. There is no charge and there are no medical condition as well as  a physical impairment.  There is no charge and there are no medical condition as well as  a physical impairment.      There is no charge and there are no medical condition as well as  a physical impairment.  There is no charge and there are no formalities such as an application form or references - just a phone call to the freephone number below.    All I T Can Help volunteers are DBS(CRB)  checked and carry photo identity cards. IT Can Help volunteers help by providing impartial advice on computer hardware and software, installing  new equipment and software, connecting to the internet and use of email, identifying and, if possible, solving  problems  which  arise and generally by helping the client to get the most out of his or her computer and software.  For further information visit: 

http://www.abilitynet.org.uk
or if help is needed call

0800 269 545 

 

Gransnet local service aims to bring over-50s closer
The website Gransnet, an online community for the over-50s, is launching a series of local sites. The new service has received money from the Nominet Trust, a charity which funds technology projects with a social purpose. So far 20 "local editors", all aged over 50 themselves, have been recruited by the site. Ofcom figures suggest that 7.5 million UK adults have never been online, and two fifths of those are aged over 75.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-22062787
http://www.gransnet.com/
 

'Take bare boobs out of the Sun' urge Guides
The half-million strong Girlguiding movement has added its voice to a campaign to persuade the Sun newspaper to drop its Page Three topless pin-up. It has signed a petition urging Sun editor Dominic Mohan "to finally take bare boobs out of The Sun". Girlguiding UK signed the No More Page Three petition after a poll of members.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-22064433
 

Saturated market 'putting prostitutes at risk' 
A report says that sex workers in Westminster are at greater risk of violence because of a fall in demand and an increase in those selling sex. The study by Westminster Council shows the recession has led sex workers to cut their prices, accept more clients and take greater risks.  The report says: "Saturation of the market has had the impact of increased competition, meaning some sex workers are now selling sex for less money and providing a wider range of services." The police, the NHS, council workers and sex work projects contributed to the report. It recommends increased training and joint-agency work.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-22106546

 

Appeals
Preston Strategic Partnership: Citizens Panel Recruitment
On behalf of Preston Strategic Partnership, I would like to make you and the people you represent /your service users aware that Preston Strategic Partnership is currently recruiting a citizens panel. This is a group of residents from across the city who are regularly consulted on local issues. Panel members are invited to take part in up to three surveys a year, covering a wide range of local topics including council services, policing and health services.  To get a representative panel, we need to recruit from a wide range of geographical areas, ages (over 18), ethnicities, faiths and beliefs, employment groups, unemployed etc. The purpose of this email is twofold: 1. To ask if you could publicise the recruitment amongst your membership or service users to encourage the sometimes hard to engage to take up the opportunity to influence services in Preston; 2. To ensure you are aware of the process and have a little background information should you be approached regarding the process’ purpose or authenticity.  I attach an information sheet of the main points and if you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Thank you in anticipation of any help you can give.

Richard Baxter, Assistant Events Manager, Preston City Council 

R.Baxter@preston.gov.uk
Telephone: 01772903663

More: 

http://btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site7587/Uploads/2013/04/12/PCP.pdf
 

The Challenge Network
Would your organisation benefit from a free promo video or professional photos to use on your website or marketing material?  I'm looking to book some visits for our film and photography groups this summer.  We're really passionate about getting our young people meeting members of the community that they wouldn't usually mix with and one of the ways we do this is through the use of media; not only do you get something from it but our young people get to meet new people.  We have a few requirements however: you can accommodate two afternoon visits on consecutive days (1.30 - 3.30); at least 8 service users will be around to speak with, the same group on both days - helps with relationship building; preferably wheel-chair accessible.  If you're interested please get in touch asap: 

esther.wilks@the-challenge.org
http://www.the-challenge.org/
 

South Ribble: Heroes will be recognised
Nominations are being sought for the South Ribble Awards, which will celebrate those who give their time and energy to help local communities.  People can make nominations for five award categories, including: Business for Community Award; Community Impact Award - for a voluntary, community or faith sector organisation; Community Impact Award - for a voluntary, community or faith sector organisation; Special Achievement Award; Volunteer of the year (under 18s);  Volunteer of the year (over 18s); Claire Foreman, chair of the South Ribble Partnership, said: “I know there are some fantastic people and organisations doing amazing work in our communities and helping to make South Ribble a great place to live and work. We believe the South Ribble Awards are a great way to recognise their efforts and show how much we value and appreciate them.” A trophy will be presented to the winners of each award category at the Civic Centre, West Paddock, Leyland, on Thursday, May 23.

http://www.southribblepartnership.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=165%3Acelebrating-south-ribbles-unsung-heroes&catid=34%3Apartnernews
 

Age UK Lancashire: Do you work with BME Women Aged over 50?
Age UK Lancashire has been awarded a Big Lottery Reaching Communities Grant for a project that aims to address the physical and mental needs of BME women over the age of 50. If your organisation works in this area Age UK Lancashire would like to hear from you.  Call 01282 442526 or email: 

zsaddique@ageuklancs.org.uk

 

Consultations
South Ribble: Farington Moss - deadline 8 April 2013 
Consultations on a masterplan for a major new housing site in Farington Moss have been launched by South Ribble Borough Council. A masterplan for the site off Croston Road, Farington Moss, sets out proposals on what could be built and how a high quality environment will be maintained. A six-week consultation started on Monday 8 April and provides an opportunity for the local community and interested parties to have their say.

http://www.lep.co.uk/community/have-your-say-on-farington-moss-housing-plans-1-5578656
http://www.southribble.gov.uk/Section.asp?sectiontype=listseparate&catid=301288&docid=3375

 

Health
Warning over faulty diabetes meters
People with diabetes are being urged to check their blood glucose meters after a potentially dangerous fault was identified in two models. The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) said around 22,000 people use the One Touch Verio Pro and One Touch Verio IQ meters. Both models are manufactured by LifeScan.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-22112565
 

Fit For Work: Pilot scheme tackles long-term sickness absence
Sick leave leads to long-term absence from work in too many cases, the government says. It hopes a new scheme will get people off benefits and back to work much more quickly. But will it work, and will it be fair? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-22033655
 

Organ donation soars over past five years, says NHS Blood and Transplant
The number of people donating organs after death has risen 50% since 2008.  More than 1,200 people in the UK donated their organs in the last year, leading to about 3,100 transplants. The increase has been largely credited to the network of specialist nurses who approach and support bereaved relatives in hospitals. But with the numbers on the organ donation register remaining unchanged, the NHS Blood and Transplant service is still asking people to sign up.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-22086086
 

Poor health contributes to loneliness in the elderly
Older people in poor health are almost three times more likely to feel lonely than those in excellent health, official figures for England suggest. Some 59% of people over 52 and in poor health said they felt lonely sometimes or often, compared with only 21% of those in excellent health. Loneliness is highest among the over-80s, data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) suggests. The charity Age UK said local authority cuts were exacerbating the problem. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-22108873
Call for items
 

Do you have any items of interest for the sector? Please feel free to email details to info@cvscentrallancashire.org.uk
to have them circulated through YOUR CVS network. Comments?, Suggestions? Please email them to the same address.

 

To subscribe please visit our web site http://www.cvscentrallancashire.org.uk/ and follow the newsletters link. 
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