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HAM NEWS [ ate Summer Bulletin
August ~ ScPtcmbcr 201%

T he Fine Marten:

Hcrcf:orclshirc’s lost mustelid

Fhoto credit: Colin Smith
Al talk 133 | izzie Croose of the

Vincent Wilcﬂi{:e T rust
Thursdag, 1 9TH Scptcmbcr 7-30 pm
Partestree \/iuage Ha“
£2 onthe c[oor; FKEE to H AM members!

Contact Dave Smith

01432 2669%7,07905 849842, davetreesmith@aol.com
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HAMNEWS

Mcssagc to all HAM members

Thc 2013 AGM will take Placc on ]:ri::lay, 4th Octobcr at Thc Bunch of Carrots, HamPton Bisl‘rop.
There are two Proposals that will need voting on this year. T hese Proposals will be Passed i 60% or more
of members who are present at the meeting vote in favour of the Proposals, soif you want your opfnion to

count, Plcase attend.

FroPosal 1: | he name of the group should be Changccl from ‘Herefordshire Action for Mammals’ to
‘rﬂcrcforéshirc Mammal Group.’

A[though our present name reflects one of our Primary aims (to do things for the benefit of mammals), we
feel that it could implg to Potential new members that we are a radical group, Perhaps with extreme ideas!
The Proposed new name is ‘softer, suggests no hidden agenda and is consistent with most other county

mammal groups throughout the country.

Froposal 2: The Price of membersl’xip should be raised from £§/gear per household to £7.50/9ear.
Tl’xis is the first rise in subs for many, many years. Whilst raising additional funds for new activities and
cquipmcnt, we still consider that it gives goocl value for money and trust that it will not deter any present or

Potentia| new members.

Thereisa bar at the venue, and after the official business there will be three short Prcscntations from

FAM members
i Surveying for dormice in the tree canopies of three [Herefordshire woodlands (Dave Smith)

2. Herefordshire Woodlands Bat Froject ~ ComParfng the Bio&iversity of Pat Species in Managed
Plantations comParec] with Deciduous and Ancient Woodlands (Denise [Foster)
3. Tl’lﬁ habitat Prexcercnce of the European l’ledgel’log (E_mma f:ranks)

BCT Letter

With regards FHI[P Brown's Alcat!’roes Frcject, [Herefordshire are Par‘ticipating in this Project and we have
3 woodlands to be survcgec{ this montl’x, C!’lase, L & F, and Old Countrg Woocl in Mathon‘ More details

to follow.

New Members:

V\/e welcome 4 new members to ﬂAM
Nick UrxdcrhilLDag

Dwayne Martin

Rebyn Guppy

| aura Dell

Andrew [all

I mma [Tranks

(0 (S(



¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

E)arn Owl Fc”ct Analgsis Workshop held on 24th Junc 2013
An ]ntroc]uction to Mammal SUWCHing
Article }33 FiPPa Wo”en

FPhoto sl‘lowing 1AM members FiPPa Wo”en, Robin Hemmings, Mike Brac”eg and Dave Smith intent13

c{issecting barn owl Pc”ets at the wor!(sl'loP

| went into the worksl‘nop Feeh’ng abit sccPtical at how Iooking ’cl‘lrough owl food’ could be useful in l—we|Ping

to survey for mammals, however my opinion has dcucinitclg changcc{!

[irstly, | learnt about Barn Owls anatomy and how they hunt and other little things about them which was
good as | didn’t know much before. \We then started to look at the Pe”ets. We could either do them wet or
dry, but | chose dry as it was a lot less messy, however the bones can snap casier if you dissect the pellets
dry! | found three complete field vole skulls along with various other pieces of the unfortunate mammals.
This is the most common animal that Barn Owls eat. T o find out which animal the owl had eaten, you had to
find its skull and analyse teeth, head shape, head size and colour of tecth. T he tecth Pul! out very easily and
this is a key identification feature. (|sing this method, we could see how many animals the owl had eaten and
what type. | enjoyed this evening and feellike in a round about way | will have helped owls too, as if we can

have a full understanding of what tl-lcg need, we are better Placcd to hclP them survive!
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Herefordshire Wooc”anc]s Bat Frojcct
ComParing the Biodivcrsitg of Bat 5Pccics in Managcd Flantations
comParcd with Deciduous and Ancient Wood!ands
Avrticle by Denise [Foster

The Hcre]corc]shire woodlands Project started with Chase and Fcnyard Fark Woods near Ross—om\/\/gc.
So far, three bat detector and traPPing sessions have taken Placc T he aim of the Prcject is to determine
which bat species are using our county’s woodlands both in managed and deciduous woodlands. T he
Prcject is Particular|3 interested in the Mﬂoﬁs sPecies which are difficult to ic{enthcy using bat detectors

alone.

Tl’xe two surveys PerFormed in Mag were extremelg cold so bat activit3 was minimal. [Jowever six species
were detected in each wooc”ancl, fncluding Barbaste”e (Barbast@//a barbaste//us), Natterers (Myot/s
natterery), Whiskered (/\//ﬂotfs mﬂstac/nus) and | esser [Horseshoe (K/who/o/o/ms /71/'1:>Pos/c/cr05). Two

interesting bats were caug]ﬁt in our nets, a male Barbastc”e A barbastellus) Caught in (Chase woods
(Fhoto 1) and a Whiskered bat </\//yoi’/5 rqgstac/nus) in Fenyard Fark (F]ﬁoto 2).

Fhoto I:

Ma|e Barbaste”e (52r/735t@//2 5ar[725t6//u5) cauglﬁt
in Cl’\ase Woo& in Mag 201% (F}woto courtesy of
David | ee).

Fl’lOtO 2:

Ma|e Whiskered Bat (Myot/s mﬂstac/nus) caught in
Fengarc{ Fark Wood in June 2013 (Fho’co courtesy
of David | ee)

Mist netting and lﬁarP traPPing are also benegiting our members; Provi&ing exPerience in handling, bat

identification, and recording biometrics.
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FPhoto 3: HAM members Nick UnderhilLag, Graham Brown,ﬂ[guic Scott, Sarah adwa”ac{cr and
David | ee at the Proccssing area at Fcngard Park Woods in Junc 2013,

You can find out more about this Prcject at a short Presentation to be given at HAM's AGM in
October.

Bat Conservation T rust NEWS

|_etter \/ia BCT
Dear Bat C]roup,

| hoPc this letter finds you well and that you are Iooking forwards to monitoring bat activi’cg in your county
over 201%. | am an MSc student at the (niversity of Pristol and will be conducting research into Myotis
alcathoe (Alcathoe bat) during 2013 with cquipment from BCT and guidance from Daniel Whitby from
AFWC L td. ] am writing to you to ask 1Cor30ur assistance with my Prcﬂ'ect Please find below an outline of
the Prcjcct and what you and your bat group could do to Iﬁclp.

Mﬂotfs alcathoe was described as a sPecies as recentb as 2001 and is resident in Britain. M. alcathoeis
part of a group of crgPtic sPecies that also includes M. /Dranc/t//(Brandt’s bat) and M. mﬂstac/nus
(Whiskered bat). |dentification to species is extremely difficult in the field but can be confirmed through

P Y £
DNA ana|35is of ciroPPings‘ The recent discover3 of M. alcathoein Pritain raises questions about the
current information regarding the distribution and habitat use of M. brandtiiand M. mﬂsi’ac/nus‘
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To study resource Partitioning between the three sPccies, harp traps with acoustic lures will be set up in
mixed and broadleaf woodland. | will be surveying woodlands next to and away from water bodies across the
South of England and the Midlands.

-Can you help me identhy suitable woodland in your county?

~-Would you be interested in assisting me on traPPing nig}wts’?

|n addition to the harp traPPing | will be co”ccting dropping samP|es from across the country. T!’xese will
undergo DNA testing to identify species. T he results will then be used to predict the range of cach
species. fjample collection kits will be sent out to those who might trap small Myotis species as part of their
own work.

~-Would you like some sample collection kits?

-Do you know of other People who would like some sample collection kits?

Co”ecting the sample should not be time consuming and fit in with your own research. ] he sample
collection kits will contain evergtl’xing you need to collect the samp|e. Once we have the DNA results we
can give youa Positive species 1D for your bat.

|f the answer to any of the above is yes and you would like to be involved or if you have any questions Please

getin touch. | may be able to give a talk outlining my research at any meetings you have coming up.

I !’loPC to hear from you and maybc meet you soon.

Kind Regards,
Fhilip Brown

MS5c Bio|ogg Student,
Universitg of Bristol,
Plﬁi]ipbrown@bristol‘ac‘uk

07753387782

Bat Conservation | rust - Pat GrouP Bulletin No. 96: 4th July 2013

Dcar bat group mcmbcr,
Once againitis a bumper edition of the Bat GrouP Bulletin:

1. Churchcs chatc - Thank You

Fo”owing the recent bats and churches debate at \Westminster Ha“, we would like to take this oPPortunftg
to thank all of the bat groups and their members who wrote to MFS,Joincd in discussions on social media
and took part in media interviews. \We are very gratcgul for all oFgour support. Please do continue to pass
information on about your exPeriences and if you have any questions Pleasc email Karen r’iagsom at

Karen.haqsom@bat&org.uk
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2. Kcscarch Updatc: Mitigation of the imPacts of Natterer's bats in churches

Natterer's bats sometimes form Iarge maternity colonies in churches, esPeciang in [~ ast Anglia where theg
can cause severe Problems for church users. A D FRA funded research Project to address these issues
began in 2011 andis led }35 the Um'versitg of Pristol, with BC T and F!’ri[ip Parker Associates as sub-
contractors. Previous updates on this stucig were sent to bat workers via sPecia| editions of the PBat Group
Bulletin in spring 2011 and 2012. T he latest upclatc on work undertaken bg the research team, interim
Finclings and Plans for work durin

g summer 2013 is now available on the Project website

http://wwwbatsan&clwurches‘org.uk/[atest—develoPments/

3. %2013 Pete (Guest Award Nominations Reminder**

The closing date for nominations for the 2013 Pete (Guest Award is Fric{a9 i9th Julg. As you know the
Pete Guest Award is Presentec’ annua”3 to individuals who have made an outstanc{ing Practical
contribution to bat conservation and is Presented in memory of Pete GGuest, who was an inspirational Figure
in bat conservation for more than 20 years. Details of the award and how to nominate someone are on

the ECT website at http://www‘bat5<org.uk/pages/nationalcomcersnceawards‘htm!(a” nominations must

include a statement of support for the person being nominated). |f you have any questions Please email

!worlcdge@bats.org‘uk

4. R eview of BCT Good FPractice (Guidelines

The 2nd edition of the BC T (Good Fractice Survcy (uidelines have been out for over a year now, so as

part of our review process, we are issuing a final call for comments on the 2012 guidclincs. We would

like to thank all those who have already sent in their comments. \/\/c value all the comments we receive,

without which we would not be able to build on and improve the document going forward. [f you do have an
p gomng Y Y

additional comments on the 2012 guidehnes, Please send them througl’] to the dedicated email account:

surveyguidelines@bats.org.uk. T o ensure your comments are received and included in the assessment and

review process, we would need to receive them bg the end of August 2013, We will Provic{e an uPclate on
progress at the National Bat Comcerencc held in Scptcmbcr 2013.

5. New Press & (C ommunications O)C)ciccr atPBCT
Abi McLougHin hasjoincd BCT, from the BB, as our first press and communications officer. 51’16 is
keen to work with bat groups and is on hand to helP and Provide tiPs on engaging with the media for anyone

who wants it. lxcgou have an event (roost count, bat walk, bat ringing, bat box making session, church cleaning
session etc.) that you might like covering in the local media Please give her a buzzin P!entg of time for her to
sct wheels in motion — she has extensive contacts and is on a mission to get more Positive bat stories out
there. Sheis also Particularlg keen at the moment to hear from anyone who has Positfve exPerfences of

workfng with churches to share.

6. Head of Biodivcrsity Vacancg

BCT is seeking to fill a vacancy in the role of [Head of Bio&ivcrsitg as ajob share (2.5 clags aweek). This
person will work c|oscly with their co”eague in this role to direct and co-ordinate the RC T Biodivcrsity
team and maintain BC s authority as the (JK s leac{ing bat conservation non-government organisation
(NGQO). Thisroleis a key contact with the wide range of BCT partners including government agencies,
non-government organisations, ProFessionaI bodies and industry and oversees the management of BCT’S

woodland, built environment, investigations and }Jiodiversftg programmes. [Fora )Cu”job description and
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aPPIication xCorm, Plcasc go towww.bats.org.ui</vacancics APPIicants must complcte an aPPIication
Form, C\/s bg themselves will not be accePted. The deadline for aPPlications is 25th Julg and interviews will
take Place on the 14th August.

7. Position Statement on 152
BT s second Position statement on [152 is now available on our website. An introduction to the two

statements is available at http,//www.bats.org.uk/pages /consultations.html the second statement itself is
available at wwwbats‘org,‘uk/c{ata/ﬁles/ﬁfjl Draft F. S Position Statcmentpcllc

8. First National UK Nathusius’ Pipistre”c conference

Daniel r—‘largreaves and Jon Russ are organising the first conference in the UK focussed exclusive19 on
Nathusius’ Pipistre”es. Taking Place on Saturdafj 24th August, the event will include a full programme of
talks and workshops as well as the oPPortunit3 to Participate in field work during the evening. The c*ay
costs £35 and booking is now open. For more information Please sce the BCT website at

www.bats.ore.uk/pages/uk national nathusius conference.html

9. New Wooc“anc] O{:Ficcr at BCT

|n June Dan Merrett left his role at BT as the Woodland Officer to take up a regional post with
F]antligc‘ Dan will be much missed and we are grateucul for all his hard work in this role and in Previous posts
with BCT and wish him well. As of 1st Julg Helen Miller takes over as Woodland Officer. T he
Woodland Frcjcct is scheduled to finish in January 2014 and [Helen will be c{ividing her time between this

new role and her current role as Training Managcr until January.

10. Vincent Weir Scientific Award 2013

The Vincent Weir Scientific Award aims to reward and encourage research on the conservation biology of
bats bg new researcl’rers, and to recognize Tl’xe Hon. Vincent Weirs major contributions to bat
conservation over many years. APP]ications for the 201 3 award are open until 12th Julg. Flease see

www.bats.org uk /pages//the vincent weir_scientific _award.html for more information and details on how to

11. ]ntcmational Bat Nig}'lt 201%
T}we i 7th ]ntcmational Bat Night will take Place on 24th & 25th August 20153, Imcyour group is organising

an event don’t Forget you can advertise it on the BT website at www.bats.org.uk /events.php to get
some extra Publicity‘ FFor more information about the weekend see the (T website at
www.bats.ore.uk/pages/batnight.html or T ( JROPBAT S at www.curobats.org/international bat night

12. Keg Dates for Your Diarg

Watcl’n this space for dates and reminders of conferences and other events you may be interested in. Flcasc
don’t forget you can get some extra publicity for your events by adding the details to the BCT

website at wwwibats.org.ljk/evcnts.’php

BCT Evcnts:
i3 SCPtember - Pat Workers [Forum, Ur\iversitﬂ of Warwick. For details of last year's meeting P!ease

see www.bats.orguk/Pages/anmua] bat workers forum.html 13 to 15 September~ National Pat
(Conference, Universit9 of Warwick. T o book a Place follow the links at
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www.bats.org.LJk/Pag;es/national bat conference.html 9 November - Scottish Bat workers Comcercnce,
Battlebg, near Ferth. (Save the da9 - booking not 5et oPen)

Othcr Evcnts:
Ii—15 August -1 6th]ntemational Bat Rescarcl’x Con{:erence, San José, Costa Rica‘ See the
conference website for more details www.ibrc201%.com/index.php 18 -2% August —~theiith

INTECOL Congress, E_cologg: Jnto the next 100 years — this year this international conference is
being held in | ondon as part of the centenary celebrations of the British E_co|ogica| Society. The theme
of the Congress is aclvancing ccologg and making it count, and will present world class cco|ogica1 science

that will truly move the science forward. For more details see the website

at www.intecol201 5.0rg/ 24 August —~ T hefirst UK National Nathusius (Conference. T his one clag

conference will include a range of talks and workshops with oPtional evening field work. T he eventis Being
organisecl by Daniel Hargreaves and Jon Russ. Please see the BCT website for more information:
www‘bats.orgiuk/’pages/ul( national nathusius conference html 24 ~ 25 August — 17th [nternational Pat
Nig}'x’c, for more information see the I ROBATS at www.eurobats‘org/internationd bat nfgl’lt

H:gou have comments on the Bat GrouP Bu”ctin or there are any items that you would like included P|casc

email me atlworlec{gc@bats‘ore;.uk

| isa Worlcdgc
Far’merships Officer
Bat Conscrvation Trust, Q;Jadrant ]L—‘louse, 250 Kennington Lane, Lonclon

SE115RD

02078207176

MAMMALNEWS
SUMMER NEWS FROM PTES
people’s trust for endangered species |

i

It's stag beetle season

Feeling the heat?

We have received lots of calls from people keen to report their
stag beetle sightings. If you find a stag beetle and aren't sure what

to do next please check our website for more information. In this sunny weather

please spare a thought for

. . your garden visitors. They
W’ldl ’fe Encoun ters will be extremely grateful
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if you leave a bowl of
Looking for something wild to do in the summer holidays? There water out for them. Thank
are still some places left on our Wildlife Encounters. From harvest  you Arthur Southwell for
mice to wolves, bats to dormice, there are chances to get close to this great photo. For more
all kinds of animals. Visit our website to book and see what is ways to help hedgehogs in
available. your garden please visit

Hedgehog Street.

Mammals on Roads

If you're on the road over the next couple of months please keep
an eye out for mammals - dead or alive! We are asking for your
help to record British mammals so we can keep an eye on how wild
populations are doing. You can request a pack in the post by
emailing us, take part online or by using our app for iPhone or
Android.

Cats and dogs Lovely gifts

. . . . If you're stuck for ideas for
We've just returned from The Pet Show in Warwickshire where we an original wedding

had lots of fun twinning your pets with their wild cousins. present have a look at our
Twinning your cat or dog makes a great gift, with the added Gifts of Nature. We've got
benefit of funding important conservation work for big cats and honeymoon hampers and

wild dogs worldwide. homes for dormice, as well

as some puppy love. Much
more original than a
crockery set!

EVENTSFOR SUMMER

Fridag, 9th August 2013, evening, sPechCic time will be Provic}e& to those attending

NBMF Watcrways Bat Detector Survcg |ool<ing for Daubenton Spccics
| eadon, Lec{burg

Contact Denise [Toster on Tel: 07919 120429 or I~ mail: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

5unc{a3 i 8th August 201%, meet at 10.00

Bat Box check - with Dave Shmith at Ast Wood

Contact Dave on T el: Q7905 849842, I mail: davetreesmith@aol.co.uk
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Monclag i 9% August 2013
Bat Detector Survcg and Mist thtir\g Session for (Chase Woods — with Denise [Foster

(Contact Denise [Foster on | el: 07919 120429 or [ mail: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

T!’xursc’ag ZZ”A August 2013
Bat Detector Survcg and Mist Netting Session for Fcnyard Park - with Denise [Foster
Contact Denise [Toster on | el: 07919 120429 or I mail: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

Friclag, 2%3rd August 2013, evening, sPcchcic time will be Proviclecl to those attcnding

NﬁMF Watcrways Bat Detcctor Survcg |ool<ing for Daubentor\ SPecies
_eadon, |_edbury

(Contact Denise [Foster on | el: 07919 120429 or [ mail: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

Thursc’ag Z9tl'1 August, meetat 19.45.

Bat Wa"</5urvc3 ~at Litt|e Doward with Martin [Hales
(Contact Martin [Hales on T el: or | mail: wilclwaqsmartin@btintcmet‘com

Thursdag i 9th SCPtembcr 2013

Finc Marten Ecology & Distribution in the UK
A talk 133 | izzie Croose of the Vincent Wildlife T rust

To be held every §rd 5aturda3 of the month from March onwards
Dormouse Box checks - With Dave Smith at Ast Wood.

(Contact Dave on | el 07905 849842, [ mail: davetreesmith@aol.co.uk

EVENTS FOR LATER ON IN THE YEAR

Small Mammal Trapping Training Weekend - 27%/28%/29" September to be held in Colwall, held by

Johrm3 Birks and Denise [Foster. £5.00 to non-members.
Contact Denise [Toster on | el: 07919 120429 or I~ mail: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

Harvest Mouse Suwcg -~ ]n Dcccmbcr the for locations and all details.

NB Natural Eng[ar\d havejust aPProvec] our Pats in Woodland Prcject P|an for both r”]auglﬁ and [rith
Woods so bat catching events will be scheduled in Septem ber - look out for dates on the website.

MAM MAL KECORDS ~Flease send all records to Felicit}j Burge, contact details below

or see the page on our website htt’p://ham.btck.co.uk/l\/\ammalRecords for details.
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CHECKOUT OURWEDBSITE

1AM has a new website which is regu|ar13 updatcc] with our news, details; it also a librarg of Pictures of our

work and events. Flcasc check it regularlg at the link below. Mcanwhilc the Previous website has been

discarded as it Provc& to be too )Clclélg to manag

gc comparccl to our new one.

IF anyone has any Photoe;raphs of any British mammals and would be happg forus to Post them on the

website, Plcase send them to Mike (Coleman for consideration at the email given at the end of this

document. http://ham.btckco.uk

OTHER

H:HOU are interested in being on the committee, we have openings for more members. A]so Helen Franks is

stcpping down as Treasurcr/MembcrshiP Secretarg as of this year, so if anyone is interested in stePPing
up for this combined Position orany other, then Plcasc contact Dave Smith on 01432 2669%7,/07905
849842 or davetreesmith@aol.co.uk or r”iclcn Franks on 01531 890265 or humrugin@googlemailicom.

HAMCONTACTS

HAM Ma/n E mail- /)cre:[ora/mamma/s@b/g:[ooi'. com andhamnewsletter@hotmail.com

(C o-ordinator/Bat C o-ordinator - Dave Smith

Dormousc Co—orc]inator— Mikc Colcman

Tel 01432266937 or07905 849842

I~ mail: davetreesmith@aol.co.uk

Denise Foster
Tel: 07919 120429

Email: sweetchildofmine@btinternet.com

Deer Survey Co—ordinator~ Martin Ha|cs
TC[:

| mail: wildwaysmartin@btinternet.com

County Mammal Recorder - Felicity Burge
Teloi432 830482

[ mail: felicity.burge@mypostoffice.co.uk

Mcmbcrshfp, T reasurer—[elen [ranks
Telois31 890265
[ mail: humruffin@googlemail.com

Teloi4s2851186

[ mail: mike.coleman@bigfoot.com

A\ssistant Co~ordinator/ Ncwslctter F ditor ~
Jessica | amerton

Teloi4%22%418%7 or07974 425032

[ mail: jessicalamerton@yahoo.co.uk

[ mail: hamnewsletter@hotmail.com

Other Committee Mcmbcrs:

Rebecca Collins
Tel:(01989) 721115 0r07957 566319

F mail: enquiries@cec-td.ore.uk
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