In memory of

Captain Leo Creagh

1st Battalion, Manchester Regiment

Leo Creagh (pronounced KRAY) was
born on 20™ October 1878 in Bombay,
India (now called Mumbai) and
christened in Peshawar. He was the
eldest of eleven children and his
parents were Surgical Major William
Creagh and Bertha Rose Creagh (nee
Aspinall).

Photo by| Abrahams, Burton-on-Trent.
Capt. LEO. CREAGH, Ist Batt, The Manchester Regimeni.
0.5, 1892.

Killed in action at Givenchy, December 2Ist, 1914.
Aged 36 years.

Leo’s father William was a
doctor serving in the Army
Medical Department and
assigned to a unit of the
Royal Artillery in India.? He
married Bertha Aspinall in
Bombay in 1876.3 He also
served in the Afghan War
and in China.

! Stoneywell College War Memorials and Memoirs
2 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk
3 www.ancestry.co.uk Leo Creagh b1878 d1914 Public Member Photos Pat_Slay
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The Creagh Family Tree
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By 1881, the
family had moved
back to the UK
and were living in
Sutton Coldfield
(Leo was two
years old).
William was by
then a Doctor
(Royal College of
Surgeons).

41881 Census www.ancestry.co.uk
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By 1892, Leo was attending Stonyhurst College, Clitheroe, Lancashire. 8

Stonyhurst was a leading Catholic boarding school for children aged thirteen
onwards.
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STONYHURST, THE SOUTH FRONT.

There was a strong military tradition at Stonyhurst, and also amongst Leo's
family. His father's relatives, James, Michael, Jasper and Charles Osborne
Creagh all served in the Army during the mid-nineteenth century. Leo followed
this tradition and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Manchester
Regiment Militia on 28™ July 1897. 1° He was promoted to Lieutenant on 14™
December 1898.

The Militia consisted of men who trained as soldiers for a short period each
year, and lived as civilians for the rest of the time. Serving in the Militia was a
common way for officers to join the regular army. This is what Leo did on 4™
January 1899. After training, he was assigned to the 15" Battalion of the
Manchester Regiment and joined them in Gibraltar on 15™ March 1899. He and
the Battalion remained there until 23™ August, when they transferred to
Africa.

Leo's Record of Services shows that he was 5ft 11. He could also speak French.

8 www.worldwarlschoolarchives.org/stonyhurst-college
° www.worldwarlschoolarchives.org/stonyhurst-college
10 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk
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Military Record of Services
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UMilitary Record of Services
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South Africa and the Boer War

The Boer Wars in South Africa resulted from over a century of conflict
between the British Empire and the Boers (farmers). Finding gold and
diamonds in South Africa in 1867 fuelled the conflict.

The war began on October 11 1899, following a Boer ultimatum that the
British should cease building up their forces in the region. It ended on 31
May 1902.

British military service records show high losses, with more than half
caused by illness (especially typhoid fever) rather than enemy action.
22,000 British soldiers were killed, of which only 35% died in battle, and
the remaining 65% from disease. It became apparent that there were
serious problems with public health in Britain: up to 40% of recruits in
Britain were unfit for military service, suffering from medical problems
such as rickets and other poverty-related illnesses. 80% of men presenting
for service in the Boer War were found by the Army Medical Corps to be
physically unfit to fight.

78 Victoria Cross war medals were awarded to British and colonial soldiers
for action during the Second Boer War.

In August 1899, Leo and the 1st Battalion
were sent to South Africa in case war broke
out between British and Boer settlers.

7,
{ ||l;“ .

Leo was promoted to Lieutenant in September
that year, aged 19.

They sailed to Durban and were stationed in
the small town of Ladysmith in Natal, when
war was declared on 11™ October 1899. Leo
had been assigned to a newly formed Mounted
Infantry Company shortly after he arrived in
South Africa.'? He took a Mounted Infantry
course during that year.

12 www.themenbehindthemedals.or.uk
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Rather than fight on horseback in the traditional manner of cavalry, the
Mounted Infantry used horses primarily to move swiftly about the
battlefield, where they would then dismount and fight on foot.

1st Manchester Regiment on parade in Britain before leaving for South Africa. 1st Manchesters
formed part of Colonel Ian Hamilton's brigade at the Battle of Ladysmith on 30th October 1899
in the Boer War'*

The siege of Ladysmith

Leo was involved in the Battle of
Lombards Kop, and then the Battle
and the Siege of Ladysmith.

13 https://www.crcpress.com/The-British-Army-Regular-Mounted-Infantry-18801913/Winrow/p/book/9781138330047
4 https://www.britishbattles.com/great-boer-war/battle-of-ladysmith/
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The 15" Battalion were based
at Caesar's Camp, just outside
the town, and played an
important role in repelling
Boer attacks.

Constant shelling meant that
the British Army could not
move openly during the day
and had to camp in insanitary
dugouts rather than in the
open, which accelerated the
spread of disease.

.| SIEGE OF LADYSMITH
2 NOVEMBER 1899 TO
27* FEBRUARY 1900
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On 30™ October 1899, as the Boers surrounded Ladysmith, the entire British
force stationed there launched a sortie to capture the Boer artillery. The
result was the disastrous Battle of Ladysmith, in which the British were
driven back into the town having lost 1,200 men killed, wounded, or captured.

While the garrison waited for the British Relief force, conditions grew worse.
General White had initially believed they could still fight their way out and
did not treat the situation as a siege, despite the lack of food. It was not
until Buller was defeated at Spion Kop in January that White agreed to
reduce rations, give horses' meal to the men and slaughter the horses for
food. ™

The 1st Battalion were beseiged for 18 days - from 2" November 1899 to
27" February 1900.%

15 https://www.britishbattles.com/great-boer-war/siege-of-ladysmith/
16 www.themenbehindthemedals.or.uk
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Peace was declared on 315" May 1902. The 15" Battalion had suffered the
highest casualties, reflecting their involvement in the fighting at Ladysmith.
4 Officers and 75 NCO's and men were killed, one officer and 93 men died of
disease and 145 were wounded. '’

A total of 3,200 men died in the defence and rescue of the town.!8

Leo received a medal for his involvement at the Defence of
Ladysmith. He was only 20 years old.

Back in the UK

Leo left the 15" Battalion Manchester Regiment and South Africa soon after
peace was declared. He was assigned to the Manchester Regiment Depot in
Ashton-under-Lyne on 215" March 1900. He stayed in the UK until 7™
February 1903.%

During his time in the UK, Leo was promoted to Captain on 23™ November
1901, aged 23.%°

The Census records of 1901 shows Leo, aged 22, living as a Boarder at 7
Burlington Road, Paddington, London. His occupation is listed as ‘Army -
Lieutenant’.

During 1902, according to Leo's Record of Service, he undertook a Musketry
course in Hythe, Kent.

17 www.tameside.gov.uk/archives/manchesterregiment/boerwar
18 https://www.britannica.com/place/Ladysmith

1% www.themenbehindthemedals.or.uk

20 www.ancestry.co.uk Harts Annual Army List 1908;
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Originally established in the mid-19™ Century, the School of Musketry at
Hythe played a major role in WW1. The skills in firearms and marksmanship
taught to officers at the school were cascaded throughout the British Army
and meant that soldiers on the Western Front were able to offset the early
superior machine-gun power of the German Army. The school's success coined
the phrase ‘the mad minute’ - the ability of soldiers to fire their rifles 15-20
times in 60 seconds.?!

Singapore and India

On 8™ February 1903, Leo left the UK for Singapore. He was stationed there
with the 15" Battalion until 19" December 1904, at which time they were
transferred to India.

The 15" Battalion moved to India in 1904 and stayed for 10 years, during which
time they travelled to many areas of the country as part of their commitment
to supporting the protection of a colony of the British Empire.?

In 1904, the Battalion travelled by train to their first destination -
Secunderbad. Records show that Leo was stationed here.?3

A photograph available in the Manchester Regiment Image Archive dated 1908
shows Leo with the 15" Battalion at Trimulgherry Fort, Segunderabad.

21 www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01lwsb1ly;
22 www.awayfromthewesternfront.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/The-Jullundur-Brigade-Book-.pdf
23 www.search.findmypast.co.uk/recordF013311
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After five years at Secunderabad, the Battalion then travelled o Kamptee in
October 1908.

Qe
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NS Secunderabad, Kamptee
=% and Jullundur in India

In March 1910, the Battalion moved from Kamptee back to Trimulgerry Fort at
Secunderabad, and then on to Jullundur towards the end of 1911.

Around 1911, in Jullundur, India, three battalions (with different cultures, and
different beliefs) came together. These were the 15" Manchesters, the 47
Sikhs and the 59™ Scinde Rifles. They became known as the Jullundur
Brigade.

In the years before WW]1, they played football and cricket together, giving
them the chance to form friendships and camaraderie, which would see them
through what was to come. 2* Photographs of the football and hockey teams
are available to view and purchase on The Manchester Regiment Image Archive
(www.manchester-regiment.org.uk).

24 https://awayfromthewesternfront.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/The-Jullundur-Brigade-Book-.pdf
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The 15" Battalion trained alongside the
47 Sikhs and the 59™ Scinde Rifles.
They learned to speak their language and
understand aspects of local culture so
that they could communicate more
effectively.

The 1st Manchester's were the British
battalion of the 8th (Jullundur) Brigade
of the 3rd (Lahore) Division.?°

On 2" April 1911, a Census was taken of
all those people living in the UK. A record
was also made of all Army members, their
wives and their children who were passing
the night of 2" April in India.

Leo is listed as a Captain of the 15
Battalion, aged 32.2°

¢ Return of all Commissioned Officers, Warrant Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Trumpeters, Drummers and Rank
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26 www.ancestry.co.uk/1911Census Census Enumeration District of India, Pg 334
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The Delhi Durbar

Whilst the 15" Battalion was in India, King George V came to the throne in
Britain, in June 1911. They visited India in December that year.

Whilst they were in India, a massive celebration called the Delhi Durbar took
place - held to commemorate the coronation in Britain of King George V and
Queen Mary. It was a very grand affair, at which their Majesties were
proclaimed Emperor and Empress of India.

Official ceremonies lasted from 7™ to 16™ December. The central event, the
Durbar and proclamation, took place on 12™ December.?’

The 1°" Battalion took part in |
the Durbar itself on 12™ and f
the spectacular military
parade on 14™ It also

provided many guards of
honour for dignitaries.?®

26,800 Delhi Durbar medals made of silver were awarded to the men and
officers of the British and Indian armies who participated in the event.?’ A
total of 100 Delhi Durbar Medals were allocated to the 15" Battalion. Leo did
not receive one. 3°

After the Durbar was over, Leo and the 15" Battalion moved to Jullundur in the
modern Indian Punjab.

In early March 1913, Leo attended an Intelligence Course held in Amballa.

He went on leave to England in mid-1914, and was still there when the First
War broke out that August.?

27 www.rgjmuseum.co.uk/photo-archive-item/delhi-durbar-1911/
28 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk

2% www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delhi_Durbar

30 |mages from Wikipedia

31 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk

17 |Page



After the outbreak of war, Army units stationed in India were quickly sent to
France to help those units already there. The 15 Battalion set sail set sail on
29™ August and arrived in France on 26™ September.

An excerpt from the 15" Battalion War Diary that day shows details of when
and where the Battalion left India. It is assumed that Leo was one of five ‘on
leave in England'.
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32

From Karachi, they sailed on the ship Edevana to Suez, then proceeded by
train to Cairo. On 18™ September, the Battalion left Cairo and, again by train,
headed to Alexandria to re-embark on the Edevana for Marseilles (a total of
18 Officers and 885 Other Ranks).33

Having disembarked at Marseilles on 26™ September, the Battalion then
travelled to Orleans. Somehow, Leo was able to find his way back from leave in
England to join No3 Company.3*

France - October/November 1914

The 15" Battalion moved around a great deal during October and November of
1914. The War Diaries show details of orders and of locations - and how far
they marched each time. The map (although not from WW1) shows the places
they were sent and where they fought. Longuenesse is about 27 miles south-
west of Calais. Pecantin is near Rue di Tilleloy.

32 wwww.ancestry.com. 1st Battalion War Diaries Aug 1914 — Dec 1915 Pg 6/758
33 www.ancestry.com. 1st Battalion War Diaries Aug 1914 — Dec 1915 Pg 7/758
34 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk
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Excerpts from the war diary show 15" Battalion marched over 50 miles in the
space of 6 days:*°

21 Oct | Left Longuenesse marched 8.5 miles to Renescure 12.15pm -
4.30pm.

22 Oct |Left Renescure marched 16 miles to Meteren. Started 7.15am
arrived 3pm.

23 Oct |Left Meteren 5.15am. Arrived Estaire 9.30am, 10.25 miles. Left
Estaire 1.20pm to south of Estaire but rerouted o Pecantin
arrived 4.40pm.

24 Oct | 6am March one mile west of Le Touret 14 miles arrived 2.30pm.

25 Oct | March 3 mile west of Festubert - ‘this march was made in pelting
rain'’,

26 Oct | Marched 5.45am to Gorre. 5.15pm marched % mile east of

Festubert.

35 www.ancestry.com. 1st Battalion War Diaries Aug 1914 — Dec 1915 Pg 9/758.
www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/60779/43849_3927_0-00000?backurl=&ssrc=&backlabel=Return# The war diary being
used covers BEF, 3 Lahore Division, 8 Jullundur Brigade and 15" Battalion Manchesters from Aug 1914 - Dec 1915.
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By 26™ October 15" Battalion were in trenches east of Festubert. The diaries
give details about enemy action - they were being shelled at regular intervals
(3 killed, 5 wounded, 1 wounded missing on 27™ October, 4 killed and 7
wounded on 28™)

During the early part of November the trenches were more heavily shelled,
particularly on the right and centre of the line occupied by No 1 and 3 Coys
(Leo was in 3 Coy). Snipers were very active in the area and on 8™ November a
Captain Dunlop was shot through the head and killed by a sniper.

By 15™ November, the Jullundur Brigade was relieved and they returned to
Estaire where they entered billets. They rested there until 215" November.

On 22" November they went back into the trenches and took over part of the
line near the crossroads at La Quinque Rue. The war diaries tell of how close
the enemy trenches were - at some points 500-600f+ away, but opposite 3 Coy
(Leo's company) only 35-40ft away.

36
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36 www.ancestry.com. 1st Battalion War Diaries Aug 1914 — Dec 1915 Pg 11/758
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Gulsb Binghi & Sous, Caloutta—No, 22 Army C.—5-8-14—1,07,000.
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On 8™ December, Leo Creagh went on leave to England. According to
newspaper articles in the Burton Chronicle on 24™ and 315" December 1914, he
had been granted a week's furlough (leave).

'He came straight from the trenches near Lille, in North-West France, and
spent the recess at Grangewood Lodge. Among the relics which he secured,
and left with his father before returning to the front, were a blood-stained
German bayonet enclosed in a soiled scabbard and a French water bottle of
Two-pints capacity. This was covered with dark blue cloth and had a strap

attached. Both former owners were killed in action and the trophies were
|.139

obtained after their buria

The Battle of Givenchy

40

The Battle of Givenchy was fought from 18™ to 22" December 1914. British
forces were trying to provide relief to the French, who were receiving heavy
fire from the Germans at Arras. British forces attacked the Germans at
Givenchy, which would prevent German reinforcements from getting to Arras.
General John Denton Pinkstone French was in charge of coordinated six small

39 Magic Attic — Burton Chronicle 24/12/14 and 31/12/14.
0 www.eurocyclopedia.wordpress.com/2016/04/14/battle-of-givenchy
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scale attacks, in which the Indian Corps would do the fighting. They set out to
Givenchy-lés-la-Bassée exhausted and worn down from heavy losses at La
Bassee and the Belgian Frontier just a few weeks prior.

In the freezing rain on December 19™h at 3:10am, the Lahore Division
succeeded in taking tow of Crown Prince Rupprecht German lines, only to be
pushed back out. The Indian corps then retreated back to Givenchy. In the
morning, the German Army launched a counter attack in which they exploded
multiple mines in the British frenches and bombarded them with artillery.
Meanwhile the German infantry was headed toward Givenchy to surround them.
The German infantry had far more ammunition, grenades and artillery than the
British. The British forces suffered 4,000 casualties, with 2,000 for the
German Army. There was ho gain for the British and Germany was still able to
get their troops through fto Arras.

[

1ST BATTALION AT GIVENCHY, DECEMBER 20TH, 1914.

41 110]

On 20™ December, the 15" Battalion received orders to march to Gorre in
order to take part in an attack on the nearby village of Givenchy.

A transcript of the war diary pages follows:

41 http:/www.russiansinthecef.ca/mitson/images
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20™ December 1914 - At 11.15am we received orders to march at once to
GORRE and report to 6.0.C Sirkind Brigade, Battalion, marched off at 12 noon.
On the way orders changed and we were told to proceed fo PONT FIXE where
we would be met by the Brigade Major, Jullundur Brigade. Our route led along
the BETHUNE-LA-BASEE Canal. On arrival at PONT FIXE orders were
received to deliver a counter attack, started at 3.10pm, the village being
unexpectedly found to be held by the enemy and this delayed the attack on
the trenches till the following morning, as by the time the communicating
trenches on the far side of the village had been reached after the village had
been cleared of the enemy, it was too dark to distinguish the country and
locate the direction of the enemy’s trenches. Twelve prisoners were taken
while the village was being cleared of the enemy.*

215" December 1914 - The attack was timed for 6.30am and was met by a heavy
maxim rifle fire. Two burning haystacks showed up our men and after an hours
fighting, it was found impossible to reach the enemy's trenches. The previous
night the line had advanced to try and locate the enemy's trenches and had
met a very heavy fire and sustained severe casualties. At about 11am the
village and trenches were shelled severely by heavy guns and shrapnel for 45
minutes. Then a heavy attack was made by the enemy. All was going well till the
French retired on our L leaving our flank there in a dangerous position. The
enemy worked round and the L was forced fo retire through the village and on
to the road with the enemy attacking strongly on the R and centre. It was
considered advisable to retire the L and part of the support and take up a
position in rear to cover the retirement of the centre and right. These held on
so tenaciously that on receipt of a message to this effect another advance was
made and the original line was re-occupied, driving back the enemy on the L.
This was accomplished about 2pm. At 3.20pm a sharp attack was delivered by
the enemy and a considerable number of the enemy appeared on the R. flank
and rear. There was no position from which to deal with this and as a maxim
appeared and accurate shrapnel opened from the R dispositions were again
made to retire. The centre and right held on for some fime while a second
position was taken up and a hand to hand fight took place there and on the
road in rear of them before they retired. Half way back to PONT FIXE a
party of Scots Guards were met holding a small trench N of the road. We went
into reserve on arrival at PONT FIXE. The casualties were:

42 www.ancestry.com. 1st Battalion War Diaries Aug 1914 — Dec 1915 Pg 18/758
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Killed: 2 Officers, 63 Other Rank
Wounded: 3 Officers, 123 Other Rank
Wounded Missing: 47 Other Rank
Missing: 46 Other Rank

Total: 5 Officers 280 Other Rank

Leo is believed to have been killed some time between 20™ and 215' December
1914. The information below is faken from the Stonyhurst College Magazine

191543

Capt. LEO CREAGH, 1st Bn. The Manchester Regt.

Capt. Creagh fell in the heavy fighting on
December 20th and 21st, 1914, near Givenchy.
His battalion had only left the trenches on the
17th when they were ordered out again on the
2oth, at 11 a.m. They had to attack a village
and some trenches in the afternoon, during
which operations Capt. Creagh was reported
to have done good work.

“On the morning of December 21st, 1914,
just as the attack was being renewed at day-
break, Capt. Creagh was shot down in front
of the enemy’s trenches.

“A Sergeant, who was with him at the
time, said that he was leading his men with
conspicuous gallantry.”

The above details are taken from the account
of his death sent to his mother by his Colonel,
who expressed deep regret in the loss of so
gallant and capable an oflicer.

A brother oflicer and close friend, who had
had a conversation with Capt. Creagh just
before the second attack, during which he fell,
spoke of the heavy personal loss to himself of
a loyal friend, and to the regiment of a popular
and trusted leader,

The Major, second in command of the
regiment, on hearing that Capt. Creagh was
hit, hurried across the zone of fire to help him,
but was struck on the way and carried off to
the dressing station.

But his gallant attempt at rescue was probably
already too late, as eye-witnesses declared that
Capt. Creagh was killed instantaneously.

The Divisional Commander said subsequently
that the battalion had saved the whole British
line.

The following detailed account of the fighting
during the delence of Givenchy, 1914, in
which Capt. Creagh met his death, is taken
from the Manchester Guardian for January 15th,
1915

* Late at night an order was received that a
further attempt would be made to recapture
the fire trenches still held by the enemy, and
after a consultation between Major Hitchins
and Captains Creagh and Rose, and Lieut.
Mair, the attack was fixed for 6.30, at which
time it was hoped that the light of the burning
haystacks would be less eflective in the dawn.

** Shortly after six on Monday morning,
Companies 2 and 3 moved to the attack.  This
attack never developed, as No. 1 Company
was so hard pressed that they could not advance,
and Companies 2 and 3 re-established them-
seives in the old support trenches. Capt.
Creagh was killed in this attack, and soon
afterwards Major Hitchins and Capt. Rose
were wounded.”

Capt. Creagh, born in 1880, son of the late
Brigade-Surgeon William Creagh, M.D., and
Murs. Creagh, of Grangewood Lodge, Lullington,
Burton-on-Trent, came to Stonyhurst in 18g2.
He entered the Army in 1899, and had served
through the South African War, including
the defence of Ladysmith, during which his
battalion took a lcading part in the Baule of
Wagon Hill.

43 Creagh Leo Stonyhurst War Record pg 60;
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Rogs., Part II,
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

Hour, Date, Place.

45

WAR DIARY
or
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(Erase heading not yequired.)
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46 47

CAPTAIN LEO CREAGH, Ist BATTN.
™ MANCHESTER REGIMENT,

who was killed in
action on the 200h-
219t Devemben, 1914,
was the eldest som of
Brigade-Surgeon W,
Croagh (retired) and
of Mrs Creagh, of
Grnngewood  Lodge,

Luallington onoar
Burton-on Trent.

He was born on the
20th October, 1878,
and was educated

at Stonyhurst College, Blackburn, e joined B
the Maneches Rogimwnt. from  the Militin
in January, 1500, becoming Licutenant in

Y Soptember of the same yenr, and Captain in
November, 101, He served in the South
| African War, being povsent ot operations in

Natal, including the sethon st Lomband's Kop

in 180, and taking part in the dofence of Tady- §

stith, including the sorties of the Tth and 10th
N Deceaber, 1800, He recciyed the Queen’s medal
with elasp.

The following account of the cirenmstances

L attending his death is taken from the * Stony-

st Mugazine, ™ of Fobruary, 1015

“Captoaln Creagh foll in the beavy fghting 5
.'lm! took: place near Givenchy on the 20th and Leo Creag o R) Queen's South Africa Medal with clasp ‘Defence of Ladysmith’
| 21t December. MHis battalion had ouly left Star with clasp *5th Aug.-22nd Nov. 1914’; British War Medal; Allied Victory Medal

the trenches on the 170 when they were ordensd
B out sgain on the 20th,  They attacked a village ,
and some trenehos in the afternoon, during which 8 L d l d d h M f h
B i Gk e it e B eo s medals were donated tfo the Museum of the
P done good work,  On the morning of the 21s
the attack was renewed at daybreak, aml M h R 1 1 F b 1989

e i woe et dowa s o anchester Regiment in February :

3 envtny s Lrenches A sergeant, who was with
him at the time, sakd he was loading his mon with
conspicuons gallantry, The above details were §

Wl from his Colonel, who, writing to |

Caplain Croagh's mother, oxpressod his doop B8

Ve |

regret ot the loss of so gallant and eapable an
ofMeer.”

Captain Creagh had boen at howe on short leave  §

- Information from the Imperial War Museum

&

After the war, Leo's
body could not be found,
so he is one of 13,394
men commemorated on
the Le Touret Memorial,
Richebourg,

Pas-de-Calais

46 www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205292871;
47 www.themenbehindthemedals.org.uk;
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8C 31/12/1914 Pg.4 Col.2 Pos.B

CAPTAIN CREAGH, oF LULLING'rox-
——————————

KILLED WHILE LEADING Tgp
ATTACK. -

< Oﬁcill infommt-ion hag reach ed G
'wood Lodge, near Lullington, By rtmil'anﬁ::
yesidence of his father, of the death of L'&pt.

Jeo Croagh, of the 1st Battalion Lahoro
Division of the Manchester Regiment He
was leading his wmen to the attack jn an
endeavour to retake some captured trenches
when ho'was killed.  He was the eldest so':
.of Dr.William Creagh, and had an int(‘mstin;g
career since he joined the Army.  When the
‘South Aftican war broke out he was serving

.

as licutenant with his mnent under Sir
George White, the hero o?]g_sdysmit-h After
‘the relicf of the latter, he fought until the
cnd of the Boer War, and came out of the
camperigu unscathed. In 1903 he was pro-
‘moted to the rank of captain, and subse-
quently has been stationed in India and
‘Singapove.  During the present war he came
over from India with his regiment, and was
for some time at Marseilles. He was 36
old.
Captain Creagh had been in much of the
hting, and was recently granted a weck’s
furlough. He came straight from the trenches
near Lille, in North-west France, and spent
the recess at Grangowood Lodge. Among the
relics which he secured, and left with his
{ather before returning to the {front,
were a blood-stained "German  bayonet
enclosed in a soiled scabbard and a French
water bottle of two-pints capacity. This
was covered with dark blue cloth and had a
strapattached. Both former owners were
killed in action, and the trophies were ob-
tained after their burial. Captain Creagh’s
father is an old retired officer who has prac-
‘tised in the Netherseal and Luliington district
for many years. He held the rank of
argeon, R.AM.C.. and in addition

48 Magic Attic — Burton Chronicle December 1914

: Tegiment under Sir

Captain Leo CREAGH
Lullington
Manchesters 1st

KIA 20/12/1914

BC 2411211914 Pg.5 Col.4 Pos.M
A LULLINGTON OFFICER. - |

_ Captain Leo (eagh, Tst Battali

S AR ot (4 - f:tahon, Lahore
?WNODM&‘&E efér Regiment, who is ﬁhé\!
Wﬂgongefsbnﬁ r.-Willlain Creagh, of Grange
» near Lallington,has had. an interesting

. Jaxeer since he joined the Army. = His fight-

Iastinets ars heteditary, and he is of splendid’

physique. When the South African war broke
out he was serving ‘as lieutenant with his
T : rge White, the hero of -
adysmith. After the relief of the latter, he

“fought until the end of the Boer War, and

came out of the campaign unscathed. Im.
903 .he was promoted to the rank of
captain, and subsequently has been stationed
in India and Singapore. ~ During the present
war he came over from Indias with his regi-
ment, and was for some time at Marseilles.
Capt. Creagh has been in much of the

-fighting, and has fecently been granted a.

week’s furlough. He came straight from the

trenches near Lille, in North-west France,

At his home he stated that the troops are welj +
provided for through the ‘kindness of the .
people at home. Apparently he has been iff’
the thickest of the battles, for he securéd”
interesting relics, which ke has left with 'hi#

_father. Theseinclude a blood-stained Germﬁﬁ‘?

bayonst enclosed in & soiled scabbard and §
French water bottle of two-pints capaoity.
This was covered with darkblue cloth and had
a strap attached. Both former owners were
killed in action, and the trophies wcre
obtained after their burisl. Capt. Creagh,:

" who has a medal for the Boer War, returned
- 1o the trenches last week. His father is. an

old retired officer who has practised ‘in the’
Netherseal and Lullington district for many
“years. He held the rank of Ilieutenant-
colonel of the R.AM.C., and in addition to
the Afghan War has seen service in Indis and

_China. Dr. Crezgh has & medal for each of
j these. He bears his age remarkably well .

1112119_14 Pg.4 Col.1 Pos.M
3] 2>
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The record below shows Leo's medals detailed in the WW1 Medal Rolls index.
It also shows that his brother Harry applied for the 1914 star on his behalf.*

My i
) (A) Where decoration was earned.
Campaign :——‘__’) ‘ﬁ,i'.\q\u

(B) Present situation.

| MEDAL | ROLL | PAGE |
VICTORY, AL, ..L oFF j3rl 22

%4 STARcUn . OFF/ & /

BRITISH- | —do~—— | ——af— 1§

| VA5 78 a7 03B 00
Action taken |,/j /{)_&'//g/& //v.p,ss/wd// By Aofta(‘(wé/_}/&,w() An' 0&//1/,/

/@{64/‘7,/\, M//—T /- V w2 C%%Ad;( /5 82/ WS/.IB/jv/fo

'y o) P
-~ T /6L

L Nl
ol S{3| 00 O
(6 34 46) WSI1SS—RP433 50,000 12/17 HWV(P1917)  €17/1048 :

Correspondence. ' ;
Ctn o envdie Nosh " Na '3 E).us\ﬂuejl
Mj.: A@,U N\ (Q.\A“iem q!?_.'_%'&:& ‘%o'\/

. GMM,/« vwaJU/o /m{a‘vﬂu,mkaw uﬁw;q‘u& Wk o Aok

»{@&W 616 ko Narte /é,a,{o/(, /ﬁ jrembrr;]

.. P‘”;'
C\u’.

XH {',J_a? fq,? ,a//i/w@c&v Vme -—C./La-a//o o .2 sar.

M/ S 0o

49 www.ancestry.co.uk:WW1 Medal Rolls Index;
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Captain

CREAGH, LEO

Died 20/12/1914
Aged 36

"C" Coy. 1st Bn.
Manchester Regiment

Son of Surg. Maj. William Creagh (attd. RH.A.),
and Bertha Creagh, of Grangewood Lodge,

Netherseale, Burton-on-Trent. Fifteen years'
service. Served in the South African Campaign.

Information from Le Touret War Cemetery

The Military Record of Officer's Effects shows that funds unpaid to Leo were
paid to his brother Harry.
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In Memory of

Captain
Leo Creagh
"C" Coy. 1st Bn., Manchester Regiment who died on 20 December 1914 Age 36

Son of Surg. Maj. William Creagh (attd. R.H.A.), and Bertha Creagh, of Grangewood Lodge, Netherseale,
Burton-on-Trent. Fifteen years' service. Served in the South African Campaign.

Remembered with Honour
Le Touret Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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