[image: image83.emf]

[image: image84.emf]




Twin Pram review

A baby will change your life in lots of ways, but you should question whether they will fundamentally change your lifestyle choices, your front door or your car!  It will be hard to think what you will be doing with your new babies but it is likely that if you are always in the car now, you will be after they are born or if you have cafes’ shops, toddler mornings close to you, you will be walking with the pram. Whether you are in the car, on the bus or on foot (or all three) you will need a pram that will accommodate your lifestyle. 

The below prams are the most popular within Cardiff Twins Club. It is a difficult decision to make so we hope this helps....a little.

Before you start 

Consider the following:

· What is your budget? 

· How big is your boot?

· How wide is your front door?

· Do you have family/friends/shops/cafes in walking distance?

· Are you always in the car?

· Will you want the car seats to clip straight on to the pram (travel system)?

· Is the look of the pram more important than practicality – i.e. will you be willing dismantle it and put it in and out of the car repeatedly? 
Travel systems?

The majority of Cardiff Twin club members agree that choosing a pram that is also a ‘travel system’ (i.e. the car seats can be clipped onto the pram) is a must. If you agree then you will need to make sure you buy the right car seats and the adapters. Always check before buying the pram how the car seats are put on and the adaptors etc.

More than one pram?
The majority of Cardiff Twin club members agree that an ideal situation is to have two prams – one for the boot of the car and one in the house. After loading two car seats, changing bags, your things, the last thing you want to do is load a pram (which can take another two or three trips if in different parts).  
The pram for the car can be a 2nd hand pram so it doesn’t need to cost that much. A lot of members bought a 2nd hand pram for under £100. It is best if the pram for the car is a one piece pram like the Out and about Nipper or City Jogger so it takes seconds to fold and put in or out.
Version control

A word to the wise - please be careful when looking at prams (especially 2nd hand prams) that you know what version it is. Check online what the latest version is selling for, then look at the specs for the older versions.
ICandy Peach Blossom twin 
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Price £1100 for the pram, carrycots and seats. Car seat adaptors £60 for two and car seats £200+ for two. 

Pros : This pram is a dream to push. It is brilliant to go on the bus, go shopping etc  as it is the same width as a ‘normal pram’ so no worries about getting through the front door or getting into the corner shop. It is stylish and hard wearing and has the wow factor. It has a great resale price too (often re selling on ebay for £650+). It is suitable from birth (has separate flat carrycots). It is a full travel system and can take two Cabriofix car seats and then the seats should take the children up to 3 yrs or age (spec says 4yrs). The chassis folds down like magic and it has a built in strap so you can carry it on your shoulder. It also has an extendable handle which is great if you are tall. 
Cons: The downsides are the price and that it needs to be ‘put together’ so it is not ideal if you’re in and out of the car a lot. There isn’t much flexibility with the seats - e.g. you can see both when they are in the carrycots as one slots on top of the other but when they are in the seats they both have to face forward. A bonus is that you can easily make it into a single pram and the child can face you or forward so you could easily take one twin out on their own. As the kids get bigger one may not like ‘sitting in the back’. Some have said that the babies outgrew the carrycots pretty quickly as they are on the small side. The pram does take up a lot of space especially when you have the chassis and the toddler seats in the boot. 

Spec 
Converts to a single or double:  Yes

Minimum age in seat:  6 Months+

Carrycot available from birth:  Yes as an optional extra

Open pushchair width cms: 60

Open pushchair height cms: 105

Folded pushchair length cms: 70

Folded pushchair width cms: 60

Folded pushchair height cms: 28.5

Pushchair weight kgs: 

10kgs (Chassis); 19.7kgs (2 Carrycots); 18.6 (2 Seat Units)

Twin club comment -Local girl who wants a bit of bling  

I love my Icandi. It worked really well for us as the babies were small 4.5 /5.5lb so we had a lot of use of the carrycots (which some report are on the small side). I live in a Victorian terrace houses so the front door was not that wide and I live very close to shops, cafes and on a 5min bus route to the city centre. I spend a lot of time in the local area so I knew I wouldn’t always be in the car. I have no regrets about the Icandy it is expensive but looks fantasic and there was never any worries about not getting in somewhere with it. As I had read that it wasn’t ideal for toddlers the plan was to buy it for a year and then sell on but 2yrs on we still have it and I am not giving it up yet. Boys are still very happy in it but I cannot see them in it passed 2.5 yrs as the space is limited. 

*Top tip : Be careful with versions of the Icandi Blossom as the pre 2012 models do not have the same space between the seats as the more recent models. Keep the boxes and as clean as you can because you will be able to resell it for a very good price. Wrap a muslin around the carrycots mattress to mop up any spit up etc 

Bugaboo Donkey Twin 
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Price £ 1200+, 2 seat units, 2 carrycots, wheels, rain cover, basket & tailored fabrics with Extended Hoods). (Will need car seat adaptors for two and two car seats £200+)
Pros |: This pram is big but beautiful. It has the wow factor and will last and last. It has a large under seat basket which will hold all of their essentials and you can have both babies facing you to help with bonding. The Bugaboo Donkey has the unique ability to transform from a 60 cm wide single stroller to a twin stroller (measuring just 74 cm wide) in just three clicks! Quite a few twin mums have this pram in Cardiff twin club.  It can be used from birth (with the aid of the carrycots or optional car seats) and it has 21 different configurations including having both seats forward & rear facing (or indeed in opposite directions), with adjustable reclines.   It has a great resale price too (often re selling on ebay for £650+). It can take two Cabriofix car seats and then the seats should take the children up to 4 yrs).   

Cons: The downsides are the price, the size and that it needs to be ‘put together’, so it is not ideal if you’re in and out of the car a lot. The Bugaboo really is very wide so if you are in and out of the car a lot or if you have a small front door, this probably isn’t the right pram for you. It measures 96 cm wide with the car seats attached.
Spec

Suitable from birth to 17 kg / 37.5 Lbs
Dimension one piece fold in duo: 52 x 74 x 93 cm / 20.5 X 29 x 36.6"
Dimension compact fold:91 x 60 x 40 / 34.3 X 23.6 X 15.7"
Weight pushchair with 2 seats: 15 kg / 33.4 Lbs
Width in duo: 74 cm / 29" (width in mono: 60 cm / 23,6")
Width with two car seats: max. 96 cm / 37.8
Storage: under seat basket 28 l
10" Swivel wheels & 12" rear wheels with air filled tires

Twin club comment – Nothing less will do /statement pram   

I found this pram to be brilliant as I used it with a pram board so that my three year old could also be pushed along on it. It is easy to move around, very smooth and also looks good. It will fit anywhere that takes wheelchair access. If it’s a smaller doorway you can make it into a single and push through but this is a  bit of a faff.  It is great if you do a lot of walking, it will fit onto buses (although on some of them it’s a bit of a squeeze) and in taxis without folding (the ones that take wheelchairs)  but if you want to use it to get in and out of the car it’s not so good. It takes up the whole boot (and we have an estate car) and can be a fiddle. I would say that it adapts well to the twins as they get older and a few twin mums have gone on to buy this after buying something else first. It is reliable and the ‘4x4’ equivalent. 
Baby City Mini Jogger 
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Price around £350

Pros : The City Jogger City Mini double is a great all round pram. It is very reasonable; it folds down in seconds with ‘Quick fold technology’ AND can take car seats so can be used from birth up to about 3+. If you are constantly in the car then this might be the pram for you. 

Quite a few twin mums have this pram in Cardiff Twin Clubs – some as their primary pram and other have it as their  2nd ‘car pram’. The kids have loads of space in this pram as the seats are separated well and they have great leg room. 

 Cons: It can be a little difficult to push when not on solid ground/concrete. It is quite wide but most side my sides are wide.
Spec

Width 76cm 

Accessories Included   Shopping basket 

Adjustable handlebars  NO 

Dimensions  105.5cm x 98cm x 75cm 

Dimensions (folded)  28.5 x 78.5 x 75.5 cm 

Weight Information Unpackaged weight  12kg 

Twin club comment – Great all rounder   

This pram is a reasonable and easy pram. It will last and last.  The seats are huge and I love the way it just folds down so I can get it in and out of the car in seconds.
Out and About nipper 360 V1 V2 V3





Price around £350

Pros: This pram is very reasonable, sturdy and a dream to push. The pram is narrower in the V2 and lighter for the V3 versions. This pram is absolutely ideal to sit in your car as it folds out in seconds. You can lie the babies flat so it is suitable from birth. The V1 does not take car seats – please check on the later models. You can purchase a V1 pram for around £70 second hand but more for the V2. The V3 retails at around £350 with basket and rain covers. This pram is narrower than the Donkey and City Mini Jogger at 72 cm. This pram is ideal for the car pram and it is easy to take a wheel off to get through most doors. This is a very popular twin pram. 
Cons: As it is quite a narrow pram there can be a tendency for the twins to invade each others space on occasion. Because it is quite a light pram it can flip occasionally. Also the kids sit in quite a reclined position in the V1/V2. 
Spec 

Size: 72cm x 96cm x 119cm
Size folded: 72cm x 42cm x 90cm (wheels on) 71cm x 36cm x 79cm (wheels off)
Weight: 12.8kg 
Maximum load: 22kg (50lb) per seat
Age suitability: Newborn to 4 years (approx)
Handle height: 77cm - 103cm
Twin club comment – a great 2nd pram  
We bought the Nipper as our 2nd pram when our boys were about 1yr old. It was a revelation to have two prams! It cost £100 2nd hand.  I wish I bought one earlier. No more loading the car with our other pram (Icandy Peach Blossom).  This pram is great, one click and it folds down, it is so light to push. We have version 1 - the seats are rather ‘sunken’ but I think that has been improved with the later versions. Great rain covers, storage pockets throughout and you can buy a basket to fit underneath. Peek a boo window. Our two did squabble a little in this pram as the seats are quite close together but that could just be them!  I would definitely recommend this pram but only really as a 2nd pram. 

Maclaren Twin Techno 


 

Price £180
Pros: This pram is very reasonable, quick to fold down and quite light.
Cons: This pram is quite difficult to push and most twin mums at Cardiff Twin club would agree that it is fine as a 2nd pram (for holiday, short trips out) but they would not choose it as their primary pram. 

Spec 
Suitable from birth

* Dimensions (unfolded) - H114 x W68 x L74cm 
* Dimensions (folded) - L114 x W45 x D54cm 
* Basic Weight 12.2kg / 26.9lb 
* Fits through a standard doorway
Twin club comment – really good for holidays/spare pram
The pram is great, folds easy, great for holidays or as a spare at our parents house.  It is quite difficult to push though so not great if it is your main pram – it is very much like a ‘buggy.’

Mountain buggy duet 


[image: image6.jpg]



Price around £580
Pro's

Great if you have an older sibling as they can sit of the front foot rest when tired and it has adjustable single bar handlebar.

It can be used from birth with just cosi toes. The narrowness of the seats makes them very snug for newborns. They are fully enclosed.

The seats are easy to adjust/ recline (buckle straps).  The waterproof cover is a good fit with large zipped opening for removing children whilst leaving cover in place.

It is  also very good for off road walking.

 

Con's

It is quite heavy and quite bulky as it fills up the boot of a car. The manufacturers blurb says it is a travel system and car seat compatible but I would disagree with this. To use this facility you have to completely strip the buggy down to bare frame and fit some weird looking adapters before fitting the car seats. It is not just a click and release system like the traditional travel system buggies. We didn’t bother buying the frames and glad we didn’t.



Spec

· Carrycot compatible

· Travel system compatible

· Adjustable seat positions – from full recline to upright

· Individual peek-a-boo flaps on the sun canopies

· 5kg gear tray capacity

· Compact 'stand fold'

· Newborn to 4 years

· 15.5kgs in weight

Twin club comment – super slim

The duet is a great pram, all the benefits of a side by side but it is so slim! Downsides are that it is heavy and seats are very close together. 

Baby Jogger City Select Stroller 
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Price £500-600 (including second seat)


Like the Icandy, the Baby Jogger City Select  is a single stroller that you can convert into a double stroller but add adaptors and another seat. Unlike the Icandy you can get multiple combinations of forward facing, facing inwards etc. It can again take car seats. 

Pros
The city select has a large basket even with both seats in and an extendable handle which really helps it you are tall. It is very manoeuvrable. Both seats can lay flat in any seat set up - face to face or both in one direction and because the 2nd seat is lower, when facing out both twins still get a good view which is better as they get older. It is very easy to dismantle and pop frame up or down. It is a reasonable price, super slim as it is the same width as an Icandy (single pram)

Cons:
It is heavy and longer that the Icandy meaning the kids do have more space but it is longer. The angle of sun shade is a bit short when the seats are fully reclined. 

Spec
Suitable: from 6 months 

Dimensions: H105.4 x W65.4 x L134.6cm 

Folded: H31.7 x W83.1 x D65.4cm 

L135 x W65 x H98-105cm 

Weight 15kg 

Twin club comment –so  versatile!
The city select is so versatile , I can put the seats in so many combinations! It is also super slim so can get through all doors no problem. It is not great to get in and out of the car though and it is rather long.
	Model
	Value for £
	Pushability
	Round the Shops
	In and out of car
	Style
	Width
	Weight

	Icandi Peach Twin
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	60cm
	

	Bugaboo Donkey Twin
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	74cm
96cm with car seats
	

	City mini Jogger double
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	76cm
	

	Out and about Nipper 360 double
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	72cm v3
74cm V1
	

	Maclaren double buggy
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	68cm

	

	Mountain buggy duet 
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	63cm
	

	Baby Jogger City Select Stroller
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	65cm
	


