Northwood Census 1881 1
1881 was just six years before the opening of Northwood Station and shortly afterwards the first sale
of land leading to the development which in a few years changed to area from rural to suburban. The
population had increased to 538 in 1891 and by 1901 it was 2500 with 496 houses.
Population and households.

On census night of 1881 there were 257 in Northwood comprising 142 males and 155 females. As
in 1851 the largest age group were children aged 0-13 where there were 87 in all, the youngest being
2 month old Edwin Ive at Ashhby Farm. There was nobody aged 76 and over. The eldest men were
Thomas King at Kewferry Farm and William Clarke,both 74, a boarder with Mary Ann Kirby,a
teacher. The eldest woman 75 year old Ann Tyler,wife of a retired policeman.

It is interesting to note the wide age gap between some couples. Ann,the wife of Thomas Norton at
Park Farm in Ducks Hill Road was 26 years younger than her husbamd. Elizabeth, the wife of Henry
Sands the Vicar was 73. 17 years his elder.

The largest households were Northwood Park where there were sixteen living. Daniel Norton had
seven children and six servants of which there were two governesses. The butler and cook were
husband and wife. In sandpit Lane there were 10 in the Prince household including two boarders
who worked in the brickfield. Next door Ambrose Biswill,a widower,had eight children at home.

There were just three single person households. Jane Craft in Ducks Hill Road,John Hopgood, 70,
a gardener and Samuel Matheson,31, a hay dealer at Lodge Farm.

There were ten lodgers or boarders,six being ag.labs, in eight households.

William Clarke, Jesse Tobbutt, William and Harriet Kirby, Samuel Woodward and Joseph Field
were some of the few people still living in Northwood since 1851.

Where Born

Of the 257 people in Northwood, 116 were born in Ruislip /Northwood,down from160 in 1851.
26 came from the rest of Middlesex, 35 from Hertfordshire, 15 from Bucks and 19 from central
London. The biggest difference in 1881 is that 46 came from elsewhere,all over the
country,compared to just 8 in 1851. Here is a breakdown of where they came from.

Essex 3, Suffolk 2, Norfolk 6, Kent 4, Sussex 3, Beds. 2, Hunts.2, Berks 5. Hants 1. Wilts 2,
Warks, 1 Northants 1, Staffs.2, Lincs 2, Lancaster 2, Yorks.2 Flint 2, Monmouth 1, Scotland 1
France 1 and Germany 1,the wife of Edward Kirby.

Looking at the census it is noticeable that many wives came from another part of the
country,some a long way from their husbands or Northwood. To name a few, Edmund Ive was born
locally, Octavia his wife was from Ludham in Norfolk. Frederick Tyler a coachman was born in
Ealing his wife in Tadcaster in Yorkshire. Henry Sands the vicar came from Scotland and his much
older wife was from Borden in Kent. Joseph Churchill of Greenhill Farm ,born locally,his wife in
Harwarden North Wales. There are many more.

Also of note is how much some families moved before coming to Northwood. Daniel Norton of
Northwood Park was born in Finsbury, London. When married he was in Islington then Wanstead
Essex, Beckenham Kent then Northwood. Arthur Byes a gardener was born in W.Harling Norfolk.
When married he was down in Wadhurst Sussex then South Norwood in London . John
Brownhill.licencee of the True Lovers Knot born in St Neots,lived inWindsor then Northfleet Kent
before coming to Northwood. '

The above shows just how much more mobile the population was compared to 30 years earlier.

Occupations

In 1881 there were just three households employing domestic servants . The largest was Northwood
Park where Daniel Norton had four servants and two governesses. The vicarage had a cook and a
parlourmaid and in the Grange there was a governess,four servants and a gardener. The owners were
away on census night. The number in domestic service had increased from 15 in 1851 to 26 in 1881.



There were several young teenagers in employment. Henry Hill in Jackets Lane and J oseph Field
both aged 13 were ag.labs. In the Grange there was Alice Mockford a 14 year old housemaid.

One of the eldest was 73 year old William Kirby from Rose Cottage in the Rickmansworth Road, as
labourer in woodyard. There was also Thomas King,74 at Kewferry Farm.

The number of people in agriculture had fallen from 55 in 1851 to 49. The 1881 census does not
list so many occupations but one new one was a traction engine driver showing farming was
becoming more mechanised. Haymaking,sand mining / brick making were still the main
occupations followed now by domestic service.

Here is a list of all the occupations mentioned.

Agriculture/farming.

Farmers 10, Agric. Labourers 30, Game keeper 1,Cowmen 2, Farmers sons/daughters 5
Traction engine driver 1. Total 49
Dealers and Merchants

Timber merchant 1, Clerk 1 Sand merchant 1, Hay dealer 3, Agent 1. Total 7

Domestic service
Governess 3, Butler 1, Cook 3, Housemaid/parlourmaid/dom.serv. 5, Nurse 2, Coachmen 2,
Gardeners 7 (a big increase from1851) Groom 1, Laundress 1, Needlewoman 2  Total 26

Mapufacturing

Labourer in woodyard 1, lab. In brickfield (including Foreman) 6, strawplatter 2, Blacksmith 1
Total 10

Professions

Church 1, Police 1, Publicans 2, Grocer/shopkeeper 2, Teacher 2. Total 8
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Rickmansworth Rd. True Lovers Knot P.H.
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142 males 115 females. Total 257




