




























































































sbp wquoD  2baes) 95&32

= §Q0
¢ R
% - i

I@3dS
\ .T

éllgn‘a f_@ -‘QO& aw
< %W%u@‘m pub]

Sede Yesoo

Eastcote Cortace Estate

18e9

land c¢. |8O0O

Land which was commen
: waste prar 1o Enclosure

D Bastecte Cottage
S G

Ste of ancient

&\ Oﬂglhdl E.OStO@te ...

36



Finally the Howard family, owners of Ivy Farm (still standing on the corner

of Egerton Close) sold him three fields on the east side of Fore Street,

giving Eastcote Cottage a twenty three acre estate, He remained in possession
until 18396,

Charles James Jenkins, Esq., of Albany Street, Regent's Park paid £1,700
for the estate in 18397, After his death in 1850 his widow, Martha, sold
it to Alexander John Augustus Mann, a Civil Engineer of Bexley Heath and his
sister Jane Mary Mann®,

Francis Stubbs, Henry Gardiner and Charles Jenkins resided at Eastcote
Cottage but the Manns considered it only as an investment. They mortgaged
it for £1,356 two days after taking possession and lat the property”,
Alexander Mann died in October 1860 and Jane having repaid the mortgage in
1869, put it on the market, The Sale Catalogue may be seen at Manor Farm
1ibrar¥0 John Todd, Esq., of 1 Alderman's Walk, London bought it for
£2,9507 ",

John Todd was described as a retired Australian Merchant in the 1871
census, His wife, three children and three female servants made up the
household, His was the last family to inhabit Eastcote Cottage. Sometime
before 1881 it seems to have been demolished as reference to it is missing
from the census of that year and the 1897 0.S. 6in. map shows the site cleared
of buildings, The reason for the demolition is at present a mystery,

Tenants Dur ing the Manns Ownership

The tenants were mainly professional people, Thomas Price, a Banker
was there in 1850 and 1851, He may have interested himself in politics for
he was entertaining Feargus O!'Connor the Radical M.P. on the night of the
census in 1851, O'Connor, a Chartist leader believed in settling working men
on small holdings to give them independence,and formed a land co-operative at
Rickmansworth for this purpose. The Prices were both in their early thirties
and had three small children, They farmed their land, Their household
included six servants, all of Irish birth, A man and his wife were employed
as bailiff and dairymaid while their son was an agricultural labourer and
their daughter a nursemaid, A nurse and cook completed the domestic staffll.

The next tenant, Mr., George Baylis started a brickfield on one of the
fields, His lease dated 15th September 1853 permitted him at his own cost
and charges "to raise dig and get clay brickearth for the making of bricks,
tiles, draining and other pipes or tiles upon Stony Field ... but upon no
other part of the premises ,.,. and manufacture the same into bricks and tiles
draining and otner pipes or tiles and to sell .,. the same ‘when so manufactured",
Mr, Baylis was to pay £101 per annum rent and in addition rents upon his
manufactures as follows: 1s,6d. per 1000 bricks of common size, paving, oven
tiles and oven bricks; 9d, per 1000 draining pipes and tiles above 4 inches
in the bore; 6d. per 1000 covering tiles; 6d. per 1000 draining pipes and
tiles; 9d. per 1000 pantiles, hiptiles, gutter tiles and ridge tiles above
4 inches in breadth, For the first two years no rents were to be paid on
manufactures not exceeding 11 million bricks and 2% million pipes and tileslz.

Only four months later in January 1854 George Baylis assigned the residue
of his lease to Robert Vaughan-~Williams, a Barrister of Lincoln's Inn. Little
is known of the fate of the brickfield, but a pond in Stony Field, presumably
thi3kiln pond appears on later maps, The present Salisbury Road runs through
it
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Thomas Burcham, a Barrister lived there in 1861, A batchelor, his
household was composed of a cook, a house servant and a grooml4. Later the
Rev. A.A. Harland, curate at St, Martins lived at Eastcote Cottage paying
like George Baylis £101 per annumls. He was there in 1869 when Miss Mann
sold the property to John Todd, but moved out shortly afterwards upon
becoming Vicar of Harefield. His parting gift to St. Martins was the eagle
lectern to be seen on the north side of the nave,

The House

Sale Particulars, 1869, describe a small country estate suitable for a
professional gentleman. The house was sheltered by a verandah and possessed
an entrance hall, breakfast room, dining room, drawing room with French windows,
five bedrooms, two attics and a W.C. The offices included a butler's pantry,
larder, kitchen, scullery, wash-house, beer and wine cellar, Outside were a
cow-house, piggeries, cart and cattlesheds, a coach-~house, stabling for three
horses, harness room and a groom's roomn, Lawns, gardens and an orchard
surrounded the house, It was a desirable residence, in a high position with
clear views across fields to Pinner Green and hills beyond on one side and to
Park Wood on the other, The auctioneers, Sedgwicks pointed out its other
attractions; the close proximity to Pinner Station (now Hatch End), only
twenty minutes drive "from whence the metropolis may be reached in a little
over thirty minutes"; the "picturesque and highly respectable neighbourhood',
Sporting gentlemen were advised that the 0ld Berkeley Fox Hounds hunted the
surrounding country. Most enticing of all, here, was an opportunity for
investment, The long frontage onto Wiltshire Lane "might be readily laid
out in desirable sites for villa residences". There was no fear of competition
or that the area would become spoiled by development as the writer of the Sale
Catalogue assured prospective buyers that the property was surrounded by large
estates (Kings College, Hawtrey Deane and Haydon Hall) '"not at all likely to
be built upon'".

Fairacre

Sometime before 1881 Eastcote Cottage seems to have been demolished.
There is no reference to it in the census, The 1897 0.S. 6in, map shows the
site cleared of buildings. Fairacre was built on the same site before the
first world war, It is shown on a 1913 edition of the (¢.S. 6in. map, W.A.G.
Kemp in his "History of Eastcote" (page 41) says that it was built by Captain
Bennett Edwards of Haydon Hall, Mr. Collins lived there for many years, The
corners of Fairacre land are marked by iron posts embossed with a 'C', three
of which remain.

The house was restored in 1978 and converted into flats, It forms part
of a Borough housing scheme., Bungalows have been built on other parts of the
land.
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TAPE RECORDING THE MEMORIES OF ELDERLY LOCAL RESIDENTS
by _DENISE _SHACKELL

What made me think about making recordings of old residents was a genuine
interest in what older people have to say about Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote
before the development of the large housing estates. Memory is notorious for
its inaccuracy on facts, What can a recording give that written history cannot?
It gives a very personal view of history,

A portable tape recorder is all that is needed to start. A good, clear
recording will not only provide interesting information, it will be possible to
extract passages to make edited versions, Selected sections can highlight the
different ways in which people in the same area lived, worked or played.

To achieve a good quality result a little extra care is needed. The
microphone is a sensitive instrument and it will pick up extraneous sounds that
are not wanted. Fix it securely to something that can be placed near to the
gspeaker, it is then possible for those involved in the interview to relax and
concentrate on having a normal conversation, Placing the recording machine
within easy reach of the interviewer enables adjustments to be made to the level
of the recording during the session, Whilst setting up the equipment a test
recording can be made and played back. This checks the quality and strength
of the sound. It also satisfies the speaker's natural curiousity to hear his or
her voice, probably for the first time,

An interview with a group of people causes problems, Frequent overlapping
of voices and interruptions make the finished result disappointing. Interviewing
one person is more satisfactory. = It is even better if the interviewer speaks as
little as possible and avoids interrupting. Let the person finish what they
have to say before speaking yourself,

It is a good idea to make a list of the categories of information you want :
to record, Sometimes the speaker wanders too far off the point or begins to dry
up. Then, a question from the list can set them off in the direction in which
you want them to go, ‘

Who should be recorded? Naturally the oldest because their memories are
of the period before the big housing developments took place. These people
are becoming very rare, so it is important to record them as soon as possible.
After them the choice is yours; Anyone who has some interesting information
to give.

Start by asking them their name (and maiden name if a married woman), date
and place of birth, Then work chronologically through their early memories
dwelling and expanding the areas that you think are interesting. Usually a
session of one hour is enough, especially if the person is very old. A return
visit can usually be arranged if additional information is needed.

When playing back the tape later, it is often surprising to find what

information has been recorded. The next stage is to play the tape through
again, this time making detailed notes, checking the numbers on the machine
and writing these next to the relevant note, This will act as an index when
making edited versions later.

Do you know of anyone who has lived in this area since childhood or before
the housing estates were built? If you do, try recording them. If you feel
you cannot tackle the task yourself, contact me.
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