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SJ & LE MIDDLESJ & LE MIDDLE  
 Mussel End Farm Meats     

Traditional Farm Butchers 

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

  

DUNDRY TELEFLORIST-Your flowers delivered anywhere 
  

PONDEROSA PET SUPPLIES - Pets and Pet products 
  

“DOVES’ CAFE” - Coffee Shop 
  

 Dundry Nurseries .....Altogether a better place to shop 
 

Bamfurlong Lane,  Cheltenham 

OPEN 7 DAYS  01452 713124 

Nurseries and Garden 

Centre 

for all your gardening needs 

 

Mussle End Meats — Your One Stop Butchers 
Open  Saturdays  9:00 am  - 4:00 pm  

or phone Simon or Louise for your weekday orders. 
 

All British produce reared on the farm. 
 

01452 730222 / 07774420420 (mobile) 
Mussel End Farm, Sandhurst, Gloucester GL2 9NT 

 
 

CHRISTMAS &  

NEW YEAR ORDERS 

NOW BEING TAKEN 
Christmas orders collect by 23rd Dec. 

New Year orders: we are open on 

30th — 9am-12pm. 
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No.106 November 2013  Annual Subscription: £6 

SEVEN TOWERS’  SEVEN TOWERS’  SEVEN TOWERS’     

BENEFICE MAGAZINEBENEFICE MAGAZINEBENEFICE MAGAZINE   

Church of England United Benefice of: 
 

Twigworth including Longford; Down Hatherley;  

Norton; The Leigh with Evington; Sandhurst; 

Staverton with Boddington. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE 
 

Rector:  Rev Suzanne Skepper  01452 731994 

  email: suzanne.skepper@hotmail.co.uk 

  Day off — Friday. 

Associate Ministers: Canon David Godwin  01452 730435 

 Father David Humphries 01452 529582 

 Chris Lane (Reader)  01452 520662 

Seven Towers Benefice online at:  www.seventowers.org.uk  

Churchwardens: 

Down Hatherley Ann Warriner   01452 730371 

 Andy Nicol   01452 730025 

The Leigh & Evington Mrs Sue Roberts  01242 680835 

 Vacancy 

Norton Mr Simon Trapnell  07774 803177 

 Mrs Jean Smith   01452 730265 

Sandhurst  Mr Jim Brown   01452 731900 

 Mr Pat Collins   01452 731567 

Staverton with Boddington Mr Edmund McClure  01242 681139 

 Mr Rob Buckland   01452 713155 

Twigworth & Longford Mr Chris Baldwin  01452 534105 

 Vacancy 

Enquiries about baptisms, marriages and funerals should be directed to 

the Rector. 

Printed by Classic Printing Ltd.  Tel. 01452 731539 

WORLD WAR 1 BATTLE CASUALTIES 

  

Hundred Days’ Offensive  1,855,369 

Spring Offensive   1,539,715 

Battle of the Somme  1,219,201 

(including 60,000 British on one day) 

Battle of Verdun   976,000 

Battle of Paschendale  848,614 

Total WW1 

casualties: 

37,000,000 

representing 

57% of  

mobilised men. 
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FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
  

Seasoned Ash and Oak split firewood available for            

collection or delivery in 300kg bags or 15kg nets 
  

Contact:- Woodsman Matt Shaw 07921 680052 
Or email:- jtedwards@sterlingsimmentals.co.uk 

Boddington Estates Ltd,  Boddington House Farm. 01242 680609 
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A company that’s at the very 

Heart of the community. 
 

The Robert Hitchins Group 
                     

    Boddington Manor, Cheltenham 680694 

 

COLIN BARNFATHER IT 
BA CEng MIET MRAeS MCMI 

 

Computer Training in Your Own Home 
One to one instruction and trouble shooting 

 

01242 680877  www.colinbarnfather.co.uk 

 

 

     HATHAWAY 

       FURNITURE   
 

    Bespoke Furniture & Joinery 

 

    01452 857857 

www.hathawayfurniture.co.uk 
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FROM THE STUDY WINDOW 

(through new blinds!) 

 

  

Hi Everyone 

The other day I was out and about in St Matthew’s 

graveyard in Twigworth rededicating the memorial 

stone in memory of Herbert Howells and his family. 

As I placed some fresh flowers on that gravestone 

I was drawn to look at Ivor Gurney’s gravestone, 

which lies just in front of Herbert Howells’. 

It had no bunch of fresh flowers on it just two red 

poppies. The poppies reminded me of the personal 

cost of war and especially that of Ivor’s,  gleaned 

only too vividly from some of his poetry.  

I wonder what you think when you see a poppy? 

A symbol of a charity fund that still cares for 

those who were bereaved or injured in wars? A way of remembering the 

sacrifice made by many who fought against those who would take away 

democratic freedoms from our world? A sign of hope, inspired as it is 

by the poppy fields in Belgium, where the flowers grew on the very land 

that had during the First World War been battlegrounds? Or maybe a 

'vote for peace'. 

Maybe all four and more! 

As Remembrance Day approaches, I am reminded that for Christians 

each Sunday is a Remembrance Day when we call to mind the sacrifice 

of Jesus, who for all of us won a different and deeper kind of peace.  

May be you’ll buy a poppy and wear it, may be you won’t, but when you 

see one, take a minute to also remember that God’s peace gift to us is 

Jesus, we only need to receive this gift. As Jesus makes peace with God 

for us, so we can learn how to pass this gift on to others, we can be-

come peacemakers and peace givers, so that people like Ivor will no 

longer have to experience the pain and horror of war. 

PEACE 

Suzanne 
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PRAYER DIARY — NOVEMBER 

Friday 1 Those who have been recently bereaved 

Saturday 2 Those attending the men's and ladies' breakfasts 

Sunday 3 People living in Down Hatherley 

Monday 4 Our churchwardens 

Tuesday 5 The staff, children and governors of Norton School 

Wednesday 6 Those being confirmed this autumn in the Diocese 

Thursday 7 Diocese of Western Tanganyika 

Friday 8 Those who work in our hospitals 

Saturday 9 Those preparing to lead worship and preach tomorrow 

Sunday 10 People living in Sandhurst 

Monday 11 The work of the British Legion 

Tuesday 12 Those being brought to baptism in our Benefice 

Wednesday 13 For those who tend our churchyards 

Thursday 14 Diocese of El Camino Real - USA 

Friday 15 For Bishops Michael and Martyn 

Saturday 16 Those preparing to lead worship and preach tomorrow 

Sunday 17 People living in Coombe Hill 

Monday 18 Our Rector 

Tuesday 19 For home carers 

Wednesday 20 Those who lead and attend Messy Church 

Thursday 21 Diocese of Karnataka Central - India 

Friday 22 The work of CMS, the Church Mission Society 

Saturday 23 Those preparing to lead worship and preach tomorrow 

Sunday 24 People living in Twigworth 

Monday 25 For the Open the Book team 

Tuesday 26 For our assistant clergy and reader 

Wednesday 27 The Brinkman School project in the Diocese of W. Tanganyika 

Thursday 28 Diocese of Dornakal - India 

Friday 29 For PCC members 

Saturday 30 Those preparing to lead worship and preach tomorrow 
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Editor   Mr Mike Dill   01452 730767  

     mikedill59@hotmail.co.uk  

Advertisements  Mrs Margaret Brind   01452 730744 

     magbrind@btinternet.com   
Correspondents 

Down Hatherley  Mrs Helen Nicol  01452 730025 

The Leigh  Mrs Pat Arkell   01242 680262 

Norton  Mrs June Hipwood  01452 730425 

Sandhurst   Mrs Caroline Watson  01452 730207 

Twigworth   Mrs Margaret Riddick  01452 730700 

Staverton   Mr David Bound  01242 680692 

Clerks to the Parish Councils: 

Boddington    Mrs Diane Hughes 

The Leigh    Miss Kate Tilling   01242 680089 
        (LeighPC@hotmail.co.uk) 

Down Hatherley   Mr David Bayley  01452 501796 

Longford    Mr Paul Ounsworth  01452 526495 

Norton     Mr David Cooper  01452 537831 

Sandhurst    Mr David Cooper  01452 537831 
         07766004001 

Staverton    Mr Paul Ounsworth  01452 526495 

Twigworth    Mr David Bayley  01452 501796 

Local History Group   Mr Denis King   01452 730773 

Longford Flower Club   Mrs June West  01452 525121 

Norton Mother & Toddlers Group Katy Bailey   07747728475 

Norton W.I.    Mrs Josie Wragg  01242 680235 

Sandhurst WI    Celia Poffley   01452 739487 

Scottish Dancing Class   Mrs Joan Leyfield  01452 730926 
     Mrs Pam Parkes   01452 730592 

Traidcraft Goods   Sarah Sharpley  01452 739179 
     Ellie Stevenson  01452 739142 

UB Youth Club    Alison Moseley   07759 458494 

Wainlode Quilters   Mrs Tilly Page   01452 730046 
     Mrs Hazel Goad  01452 730360 

MAGAZINE TEAM 

LOCAL CONTACTS 
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Readings to 1st December 2013: Year C / A 
 

 Sunday 3rd November   Red  All Saints’ Day 

  First Reading    Ephesians 1.11—23 

 Gospel     Luke 6.20—31 

 Psalm     149 

 

 Sunday 10th November  Red  Remembrance Sunday 

  First Reading    1 Thessalonians 4.13—18 

 Gospel     John 14.1—8 

 Psalm     23 

 

 Sunday 17th November  Red 2nd Sunday before Advent 

  First Reading    Malachi 4.1—2a 

 Gospel     Luke 21.5—19 

 Psalm     98 

 

 Sunday 24th November  Red   Christ the King 

  First Reading    Colossians 1.11—20 

 Gospel     Luke 23.33—43 

 Psalm     46 

 

 Sunday 1st December  Purple  Advent Sunday 

  First Reading    Isaiah 2.1—5 

 Gospel     Matthew 24.36—44 

 Psalm     122 
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NOVEMBER 

Sunday 10th November        Remembrance Sunday 

Sandhurst   Holy Communion   9:30 am   Fr David 

Twigworth   Holy Communion  10:45 am   Rev Suzanne 

  & Act of Remembrance          With Norton  

Down Hatherley   Evening Prayer    6:30 pm   Chris Lane 

Norton      Combined service with Twigworth 

The Leigh    Holy Communion  9:30 am          Rev Suzanne 

Staverton   Morning Prayer  10:00 am  Team 

Boddington  No Service     

Sunday 3rd November    All Saints’ Day 

Sandhurst   Evening Prayer   6:00 pm  Team 

Twigworth   Morning Prayer  10:30 am  Chris Lane 

Down Hatherley   Holy Communion  9:30 am   Rev Suzanne 

Norton    Holy Communion  11:00 am  Canon David 

The Leigh    Evening Prayer  6:00 pm   Chris Lane 

Staverton 

Boddington 

 Holy Communion 

No Service 

 9:30 am 

 

            Canon David 

 

2 Ladies’ Breakfast Group (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 

2 Men’s Breakfast Club (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 10) 

2 All Souls’ Day Service (See Page: 8) 

9 Norton RFC  (H)  Smiths Industries  3pm 

Saturday 2nd November    All Souls’ Day 

Twigworth   All Souls’ Service  6:30 pm  Rev Suzanne 

11 Remembrance Day Ceremony (See EVENTS Page: 19) 

14 Neighbourhood Development Plan for Down Hatherley, Norton & Twigworth 

 & the Joint Core Strategy, Norton Village Hall (See EVENTS Pages: 18/19) 

14 Evening Home Group (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 
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NOVEMBER 

Sunday 24th November       Christ the King 

Sandhurst   Holy Communion   9:30 am   Rev Suzanne 

Twigworth   Holy Communion  11:00 am   Fr David 

Down Hatherley   Evening Prayer 6:30 pm   Team 

Norton    Morning Prayer   11:00 am   Canon David 

The Leigh    Holy Communion  (Said) 8:30 am             Rev Suzanne 

Staverton   No Service     

Boddington    Evening Prayer  6:30 pm  Chris Lane 

Norton  Messy Church  3:00 pm Norton Village Hall 

Sunday 17th November  2nd Sunday before Advent 

Sandhurst   Family Service  9:30 am  Team 

Twigworth   Morning Prayer  10:30 am  Chris Lane 

Down Hatherley   Holy Communion  9:30 am   Canon David 

Norton    Holy Communion  9:30 am  Rev Suzanne 

The Leigh    Evening Prayer  6:00 pm   Team 

Staverton   No Service    

Boddington  Holy Communion  11:00 am          Rev Suzanne 

19 Staverton & Boddington Thursday Club meet 

 (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 12) 

20 Afternoon Home Group (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 

20 Sandhurst WI (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 

20 Police: Keeping in Touch : The Leigh 16:00—16:30 

21 Norton WI (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 

22 ‘Ladies’ Pamper Evening’ (See EVENTS Page: 23) 

23 Norton RFC  (A)  Tredworth  3pm 

16 Longford Flower Club (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 10) 

24 Messy Church (See EVENTS Page: 22) 
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AIRPORT TRANSFERS  

 

Private Hire  

By Richard Theyer 
 

Airport, Seaport & Rail Stations 
 

Quotes given for all UK 
destinations 

 

 Climate controlled clean vehicles 
 

From 1 to 8 passengers 
 

Fully Licensed Insured  
& C.R.B. checked 

 

Seven days a week by appointment 

tel:  01242 680766 

mob:  07970 966 801 

Michael Kelsall 
HND Hort/Arb,  BSc Land Man 

Ammonite  
 Paving &Landscaping         

All aspects of :- Landscaping, 
Design & Construction, Fencing 

Patios, Driveways, Arbours, Planting 
 

- Also All Types of Tree work, Felling 
Pruning, Removal & Hedge Cutting. 

Fully Insured 

Friendly Advice & Free Quotation 
from qualified professionals 

  

01242 680922—Mobile 07703 826396 

Tod Cottage, The Leigh, GL19 4AG 
 

www.ammonitepavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR NEW PLAYERS 

FOR 2013 
 

   SENIOR TEAMS                JUNIOR TEAMS 
   SATURDAY 1ST XI        UNDER 15’S 
   SATURDAY 2ND XI            UNDER 13’S 
   SUNDAY 1ST XI 
   MID WEEK XI 
 

PLAYERS OF ALL AGES AND ABILITY ARE 
WELCOME TO COME ALONG, HAVE SOME 
FUN AND JOIN A FRIENDLY CRICKET CLUB. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE COME AND 
VISIT US AT 

WOOD LANE, DOWN HATHERLEY or 

CONTACT US THROUGH OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.DOWNHATHERLEYCC.COM 
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HAY & STRAW FOR SALE 
 

WALLSWORTH FARM, SANDHURST, GLOS 

GOOD QUALITY SMALL BALES 

Call at the farm, one mile from the A38 Tewkesbury Road 

Delivery Available 

For more details call Alan on: 01452 739299 or 07790 815251 

1st  CHOICE  AERIALS  &  SATELLITES 
Aerial Upgrades - Extra Points - Repair work - Storm Damage 

All Work guaranteed - Freeview Set Top Boxes 

Call 01452 311511 

 69 Sandyleaze, Longlevens, Gloucester 

Rob Bingham Total Gas Services  

 Services & Breakdown Engineer  

Installation Natural Gas, L.P.G. & Oil 

Boilers,  Water Heaters, Cookers & Gas Fires. 

   — Landlord Certificates  

Tel No. 01452 387278   Mobile. 07789872650  

Reg. No 

215095 

Painting and Decorating 
Quality Internal & External Decorating 

General Handyman & Property Maintenance 

Free Estimates – DULUX approved 
 

Colin Crosby-Moorton  –  25 years Experience 

Phone:  01452 864029 Mobile 07958 059011 
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NOVEMBER 

7 Norton School Christmas Fayre (See EVENTS Page: 20) 

7 Norton RFC  (H)  Minchinhampton  3pm 

7 Comic Medieval Mystery Play and Supper in Down Hatherley 

 (See AROUND THE PARISHES Page: 17) 

9 Longford Flower Club  Charity Evening (See EVENTS Page: 22) 

13 Tewkesbury Chamber Choir Concert in Boddington Manor         
 (details next month) 

13 Gloucester Brass Band at Down Hatherley  

 (See AROUND THE PARISHES Page: 17) 

14 Norton  RFC  (A)  Hardwicke & Quedgeley  3pm 

14 Longford Christmas Bingo (See AROUND THE PARISHES Page: 14) 

18 Police: Keeping in Touch : The Leigh 18:00—18:30 

21 ‘The Snow Queen’ Sandhurst Village Hall  

 (See AROUND THE PARISHES Page: 16) 

25 Local History Group meet (See MONTHLY MEETINGS Page: 11) 

29 Sandhurst Christmas Fayre (See AROUND THE PARISHES Page: 15) 

December etc. 

Sunday 1st December    Advent Sunday 

Sandhurst   Advent Carols /    

Evening Prayer  

 6:00 pm  Chris Lane 

Twigworth   Morning Prayer  10:30 am  Team 

Down Hatherley   Holy Communion  9:30 am   Canon David 

Norton    Holy Communion  11:00 am  Fr David 

The Leigh    Evening Prayer  6:00 pm   Team 

Staverton 

Boddington 

 Holy Communion 

No Service 

 9:30 am 

 

   Rev Suzanne/Chris Lane         
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Patrick Gisby St. Mary Magdalene, 

Boddington 

24th September  

FUNERALS 

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies.” (John 11:25) 

For information about events 

taking place in Gloucester     

Cathedral, visit: 

www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk 

ALL SOULS’ DAY 

2nd November 6:30pm St Matthew’s, Twigworth 

Please write the names 
of loved ones you wish 
to be remembered at 
the service on the 
sheets at the back of 
the churches. 

Ed: Our sincere apologies to the Gisby family for the incorrect entry in 

the Registers in the October magazine. The entry should have read:  

 

WHAT’S ON IN GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 

33 

 
 

LPG and natural Gas, Corgi and Gassafe registered Engineer 

Free quotations, fully insured, guaranteed workmanship. 
08450 507591 local rate call 07809 201125 mobile 

 
 Gloucester Academy of Music 

Music Tuition & Group Sessions 

For all ages, pre school to post retirement 

Term-time & exciting Holiday Courses 

www.gamusic.co.uk  01452 385162 

  admin@gamusic.co.uk 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=PgsCU9RGKHLBbM&tbnid=MOvVP9YH6BHawM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsalesianity.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F11%2Fpope-benedict-reflects-upon-death-on.html&ei=xKA8UvbtJtKjhgfSqYGABQ&b
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 CLEEVELY MEMORIALS 
Specialists in Finest Quality Individual Memorials 

in Stone, Granite, Marble & Slate 

Friendly family business established in 1992 

Large Showroom with over 60 memorials on show 
 

Unit 5b, 83 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham, GL52 2DR 

Contact Caroline on 01242 236236 

TOVEY TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

FULLY INSURED & QUALIFIED 
 

Tree felling/thinning/reduction 
Hedge trimming, fruit tree pruning, grass cutting 

Weed killing, pressure washing, garden clearance 

Call  07506070653 

Email Toveytrees@yahoo.com 

  ~  Milk  ~  Fruit Juice  ~  Eggs  ~  Cream  ~  Bread  ~ 
 

M C HALE (Dairyman) 
Est 1961 

 

Doorstep Deliveries 
 

Phone 01452 730067     email:ourmilkman@aol.com    Text 07919 131 952 
 

www.mchaledairyman.co.uk 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUND UP 

Parish Council Meetings: 

Twigworth:  Meetings held on a Thursday at 7:00pm in St. Matthew’s vestry. 

   (Door at left side of church) 

   2013:  Nov 7 

   2014: Jan 9; Mar 6; May 8 (AGM); July 3; Sept 4; Nov 6 

   Members of the public and press are cordially invited to attend. 

   There is a chance for public participation at the beginning and  

   at the end of every meeting. 

Down Hatherley: Meetings held on a Wednesday in the village hall at 7:00pm.   

   Members of the public and press are cordially invited to attend. 

   There is a chance for public participation at the beginning and  

   at the end of every meeting. 

   Dec 4 

   2014: Jan 15; mar 5; April 16 (APM); May 21 (AGM) 

Sandhurst:  Meetings are held in Sandhurst Village Hall, starting at 7:30 pm 

   on the  first Monday of each month (unless this is a Bank Holi- 

   day).  All parishioners are invited to attend.   

The Leigh:  Meetings have now been altered so that there are 4 planned  
   meetings a year, one of those will be the Annual General Meet 
   ing each May where Councillor Officers are appointed to Parish  
   Council roles.  Meetings are held in St Catherine’s Church, on a  
   Wednesday at 7.30pm. All parishioners are encouraged to attend.   
    

   Nov 13 

   2014: Feb 12 ;  May 14  (AGM) 

Longford:  Meetings are held in Longford Village Hall, first Tuesday of the 

   month, starting at 7:30 pm.  All residents are invited. 

Norton:  Meetings are held in the Village Hall committee room starting  

   at 7.30pm.  All parishioners are welcome to attend.   

   Nov 13;  

   2014: Jan 8 . 

Staverton:   

Boddington:  The Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every other  

   month at the Cheltenham West Community Fire Station at  

   Uckington. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUND UP 

SANDHURST COFFEE MORNINGS 

In Sandhurst Village 

Hall on  2nd Monday of 

the month at 10:30am: 
  

11 Nov;     

9 Dec. 

The Orchard Knitting Club  

We meet every Thursday  from 

10:15 till 12:15 in the Coffee 

Shop at Nature in Art, 

Walsworth Hall. New members 

always welcome regardless of 

ability. Bring your own projects or 

help with knitting for charity. For 

more details contact Mavis 

on 07974033428. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB  
How do you fancy a cooked breakfast!?  Well, we have a 
monthly gathering of men for conversation and to have 
breakfast. We meet on the first Saturday on each month, 
starting at 8:30am and finishing by 10:00am. If you’re able 
to make a  donation to help cover costs that would be 
good  (but not essential!). 

Our next gathering will be at the home of Edmund 
McClure—Church House, Staverton—on 2nd November. 
So that we can order the right amount of sausages, please 
let Edmund know if you’re coming! (Tel: 01242 681139). 

LONGFORD FLOWER CLUB 

16th Nov 

 

 

 

 

9th Dec 

‘CHRISTMAS CRAFTS’ CLASS’ 

‘Christmas Door Decorations’ with Beryl Griffiths or 

‘Cards’ with Ruth Glover will be on offer.  Tea and 

coffee provided—please bring your own lunch.  The class 

commences at 10:30am in the village hall.  For further 

information contact June West on 01452 525121.  

LONGFORD FLOWER CLUB 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY EVENING 

(See EVENTS Page: 22 ) 
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CHRIS’S CORNER 

Suddenly there is a darkness; the nights draw in and the working day 

shortens.  The air is filled with the mustiness of a season in decline.  There 

is a chill to the early morning and a dampness in everything.  The leaves 

have turned, dropping  everywhere and nature considers slumber.  Which 

just leaves us with the tidying up and the restoring of order.  We reload 

the compost heap with every bit of debris we can gather.  I tend to pile 

the last lawn clippings, shrub trimmings, fallen leaves, blown cabbage and 

all into mine.  It is important to keep a good mixture of material to ensure 

great compost.  It is staggering across the year just how much can be gen-

erated. I have emptied mine this autumn, salvaged from the bottom of the 

bin and reloaded.  It’s an energetic task and a real joy, so get tidying, dis-

turb the debris and reduce the hiding places, the pests too are looking for 

somewhere to hibernate.  As the leaves have dropped, I have slipped some 

grease around the fruit trees in an effort to thwart the spring rampages 

of harbouring  pests and may yet even give the plums a swill with winter 

wash.  I have had so much fruit damaged this year.  I have been a bit com-

placent about squaring away one or two of my tender garden plants for 

winter.   

With the seasons so much out of step and growth continuing well into Oc-

tober, one just stood in awe as flowering continued on Dahlias, Fuchsias 

and Geraniums.  There is security in lifting these things if you want to be 

sure of keeping them through a cold run, so get it done if you haven’t yet.  

As I have freed up space I have continued to push in more bulbs, I do en-

joy the triumphalism of a good spring show.  The bold showiness, a laughter 

at the winter beaten.  On the vegetable front I have just popped in some 

broad beans, hopeful that with the ground just a little cooler, I will not, as 

last year, be dealing with too much pre Christmas leaf growth.  Plenty of 

root is fine, but stalky plants at the close of the year I don’t want.  I am 

already going around firming over wintering onions which are showing a lot 

of green. 

And finally, if you have set out winter greens, get them netted.  With field 

harvesting done and the weather on the turn, the wood pigeons have de-

cided to revisit my plot.  What voracious creatures they are. 

Happy Gardening 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS’ ROUND UP 

LADIES’ BREAKFAST GROUP 

The Ladies’ Breakfast group will meet again on 2nd No-

vember from 8:30am - 10:00am at the home of Helen 

Nicol: Yew Tree Cottage, Down Hatherley Lane, GL2 9QB. 

More ladies are always welcome and if you’d like to come, 

please contact Helen on 01452 730025.  If you’re able to 

make a donation to help cover costs that would be good 

(but not essential!). 

Home Groups 
We have two home groups which meet for Bible study, prayer and fellowship. 

The afternoon group will meet at the home of the Godwin’s on the 3rd Wednes-

day of each month at 3 pm. This month’s meeting will therefore be on 

Wednesday 20th November. 

The evening group will next meet on Thursday 14th November at 7.30 pm at 

the Rectory. 

NORTON 

WI 

New members 

and visitors   

always welcome.  Meeting at 7:30pm 

on 21st November, the speaker for 

the evening, Fiona Warin, will talk on 

‘The Land Girls’.   

SANDHURST WI 

Meeting at 7:30pm on 20th 

November, the AGM will be 

followed by the speaker for the 

evening, Vanessa Hearn, who will 

give a ‘Making Glass Beads’ 
demonstration.  New members and 

visitors always  welcome.   

NORTON & THE LEIGH 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Meeting at Norton Village Hall on 25th 

November at 7:00pm.  Speaker for the 

evening, Malcolm Watkins, and the topic is 

’The Birdlip Grave Group’. Admission: £2 

includes coffee.  All welcome. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=toast+and+marmalade&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3_n6MEYoCU5rrM&tbnid=qFWKo-eZIcPlrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Flifeandstyle%2F2010%2Fjan%2F14%2Fmake-your-own-marmalade&ei=9R_tUd3pHeG90
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CENTRAL MOBILE LIBRARY 

As part of the new Library Strategy there have been changes to the mobile 

library service. Routes F and H no longer exist and so there will be no visits to 

Sandhurst, Norton and Staverton.  The only remaining visit on ‘our patch’ will be 

at The Swan, Coombe Hill. 

Village   Stop Name   Time 

Coombe Hill   The Swan   14.55 — 16.55  

Dates:   15th November 18th December  

MONTHLY MEETINGS’ ROUND UP 

STAVERTON AND BODDINGTON  

THURSDAY CLUB 

 

TUESDAY 19th November 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

‘MY PHOTOGRAPHS 
OLD AND NEW’ 

 

 

 

A presentation of Anthony Siddall's 

photography over the years but with 

particular emphasis on recent project 

work and the research behind it. 

 

The meeting will be held at Anthony's home in the Barrow. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
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COLIN’S COMPUTER COLUMN 

 

 

My Word! 
If you bought a new PC in the last year or so, it may have been one which came 

with Microsoft Office Starter already installed as well as a link to use if you 

wished to buy a fuller version of Microsoft Office.  "Fair enough," you may have 

thought, "and actually the Word Starter part of Office Starter is all I want. It 

works OK and it even handles Microsoft's latest .docx format for Word files.  I 

see no reason to buy a new version of Office or Word, full of features I proba-

bly don't need". 

That was certainly the view of a friend of 

mine up to a few weeks ago when he rang me 

for help.  Suddenly, he said, he could no 

longer open Word documents sent to him by 

email.  Not only that, but he could not open 

any of his stored Word documents - the fa-

miliar blue coloured icon had changed to an 

orange coloured one which led to a dialogue 

box offering the chance to buy a fully fea-

tured Microsoft Word program, or download 

a free 30 day trial version of it.  I guessed 

that my friend's Word Starter had somehow become corrupt.  There was no way 

to download Word Starter from Microsoft - it was only available preloaded onto 

new computers, so together we experimented with trying to tell Windows which 

word processing program to use to open .doc and .docx file.   

Then I recalled that it was always worth outlining the problem in a search engine 

(yes, Google) and swiftly found my way to a discussion in, ironically, a Microsoft 

forum, of our exact problem.  One of the forum contributors was wild with anger 

"Microsoft gets me to put all my files on Word Starter and then holds them 

hostage.... I will not pay Microsoft hostage money...."  A calmer contributer said 

wittily "Never attribute to malice that which is adequately explained by stupid-

ity..."  Overall it seemed likely that the Windows default program for opening 

word processing files had been changed (perhaps accidentally) by a Word 

Starter update to lead to a fully featured Word program (which not everyone 

would have or want) or to a link to buy it.  Hmm....       

Oh yes, and the forum revealed how to solve the problem by associating 
document files with the program "Microsoft Office Client Virtualisation 
Handler".  I don't think I would ever have thought of that as the default 
for opening documents in Word Starter! 
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Healthwatch  
Gloucestershire 
 
Your independent consumer champion for health and social care 
On April 1st 2013, Healthwatch was launched all over the country and replaces the 

previous Local Involvement Networks (LINks) and in this case, Gloucestershire LINk. 

Healthwatch gives the public a powerful voice locally and nationally. Local 

Healthwatch works to help people get the best out of their local health and social 

care services. Whether it is improving them today or helping to shape them for 

tomorrow, Local Healthwatch is all about local voices being able to influence the 

delivery and design of local services. Not just people who use them, but anyone 

who might need them in the future. 
 

About Healthwatch Gloucestershire 

Healthwatch Gloucestershire does this by having a visible local presence out in the 

six districts of the county on a regular basis, listening to your views and 

experiences of health and social care and sharing them with the people who plan 

and deliver those services locally. We will also pass your views onto the Care 

Quality Commission as regulator and Healthwatch England, who will use them to 

identify regional and national issues and trends. In addition, we have built upon the 

legacy of the GUiDE Information service to provide or signpost people to 

information, advice and Independent Health Complaints Advocacy, to  help you 

make informed choices about health and care services or raise concerns/complain 

about your experiences. 

Your voice really does count and can change health and social care for the better. 

Join us and make a difference today. Tel: 0800 652 5193 | 01452 504989 

info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk 

VILLAGE & COMMUNITY AGENT REPORT 

Jane Griffiths    07810 630244 

Village Agent for Maisemore, Ashleworth, Hasfield, Tirley, Chaceley, Forthampton, 

Deerhurst with Apperley, Sandhurst, Twyning & Tewkesbury   

Lesley Wall    07810 630064    

Village Agent for Boddington, Down Hatherley, Elmstone Hardwicke, Leigh, Norton, 

Twigworth, Staverton, Swindon Village, Stoke Orchard and Uckington 

Ken Haines    07810 630234    

Village Agent for Highnam, Innsworth, Longford, and Minsterworth  
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FEEDBACK 

 

CHRISTMAS AND GREETINGS CARDS SALE 

‘As a result of card sales and many generous donations, £444 was 

raised on the 18th October to help Cobalt continue their vital work of 

purchasing specialist state-of-the-art scanners as well as funding edu-

cation, research, dedicated nurses and many other services which sup-

plement NHS provisions in our local area to help people with life-

threatening conditions.’ 

Yvette Mattes 

The County Wide MacMillan Nurses Appeal held on 27th September at 

Down Hatherley Village Hall raised £196.  Thanks to all who helped and 

supported this event. 

The United Benefice Service held at St Mary and Corpus Christi, Down 

Hatherley on 29th September raised £105.50 which will be donated 

to the Syrian Refugee Appeal. 

Staverton and Boddington Harvest Supper - Thank you 
 

A very big "thank you" from Staverton with Boddington PCC for 

the magnificent sum of £720 which was raised at the above 

Supper. 
A capacity crowd enjoyed this annual event and we were de-
lighted to be joined by the our new Bishop’s wife and daughter, 
together with Suzanne and Chris Skepper. 
Our thanks go to Chris Evans and all his organising group. 

STAVERTON CHURCH — HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Very many thanks to everybody who helped to decorate the 

church for Harvest Festival — it looked splendid! 

http://www.healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk/Membership/Registration_Form.aspx
mailto:info@healthwatchgloucestershire.co.uk
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AROUND THE PARISHES — LONGFORD 

HO...HO...HO...IT’S CHRISTMAS BINGO 

 

Meet our Santa Caller 
 

 

   LONGFORD VILLAGE HALL  

on 14th December 2013 Starting 7.00 pm prompt 

 

STRICTLY BY TICKET ENTRY ONLY 

£5 Adults - £4 Children (under16) 

 

This will include a Delicious Buffet & 10 Free Bingo tickets 
 

THERE WILL BE FANTASTIC PRIZES TO BE WON FOR BOTH 

LINE AND FULL HOUSE!!!  Including a MASSIVE CHRISTMAS 

HAMPER - Meat Vouchers - Wines - Tins of Chocolates- A selection 

of Restaurant and Takeaway Meals for Two all Donated by the Long-

ford Village Hall and Local Businesses.  
 

There will also be a GREAT selection of Raffle Prizes. 
 

For Tickets and to book your table early please telephone: 

Steve Ashmead on Glos 558284 or  

Lynn Gough on Glos 731765 
 

Please remember to bring your own drinks & glasses and for catering pur-
poses please book your tickets early because this year entry is by ticket 

only. 

Don’t MISS OUT bring your family & friends along and have some great fun. 
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Trevor Humphris 

TJH Contracting Ltd 
 

Established 28 years 
 

Operated plant hire for:- 

Flood Defence/Barriers 

Ditches, Drains, Ponds. 
Demolition, Reclamation 
Foundations Concreting 

Tree / Hedge cutting. 
Garden Clearance. 

 

1.5 — 14 Tonne Excavators 

1/4 — 12 Tonne Dumpers 
Loading Shovel, Tractors 

 

Contact Trevor or Liz : 
Tel : 01452 730155 

Mobile : 07836 758080 
By Quote or on Day Work 

www.tjhcontracting.co.uk 
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Wired Electrical 
 

All aspects of electrical work covered, no job too small or too large 
 

Fully insured and Part P registered - Over 10 years experience 
 

24 hour call out 
 

10% discount on presentation of this ad 
 

Please contact Simon Berry 

on  07534 925685 

 House of Robinson 
SOFT FURNISHINGS AND DESIGN 

 

PROPRIETOR: -  Mrs Sallyann Rolfe 
 

26 LEWIS AVENUE, LONGFORD, GLOUCESTER, GL2 9BQ 

07721 768577 01452 305381 

www.houseofrobinson.co.uk 
Soft furnishings individually designed to suit your lifestyle and budget,  

from simple roman blinds to intricately designed curtains, expertly made  

to measure soft furnishings, from your fabric or our own. 
 

● Handmade curtains      ● Roman blinds      ● Swags & Tails 

● Pelmets        ● Bedspreads        ● Loose Covers 

We offer a consultation service in the comfort of your own home, 

with a wide choice of fabrics, trimmings, curtain poles and rails. 

Shiny Bright Cleaning Ltd 

Experienced domestic cleaning service 
 

Weekly cleans, Deep cleans, Spring cleans 

Interior and exterior window cleaning 

Solar Panel cleaning 

 Gutters cleared, fascias, & soffits cleaned  

 Moving in and out House Clean 
  

A friendly local firm - Contact Jan 01452 731895 or 07894 058792 
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AROUND THE PARISHES — NORTON 

 

Norton Parish Council Meeting 

Norton Village Hall Committee Room 

Wednesday 13th November 7:30pm 

All parishioners welcome to attend. 

Victorian Christmas Fayre 
 

Friday 29
th

 November 

6.00 pm  

Sandhurst Village Hall 

 

Toy stall   -  Barbara’s Emporium – Raffle – Santa’s Grotto 

– Bottle Tombola – Cup cakes – Christmas Wreaths – 

Santa’s Island – Children’s Festive Crafts & Games   

Food and Drink 

Turkey rolls 

Hot dogs 

Mince pies & apple pies 

Mulled wine, tea, coffee 

AROUND THE PARISHES — SANDHURST 
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AROUND THE PARISHES — SANDHURST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Snow Queen 
 

Rain or Shine Theatre Company is proud to present this 

Christmas, an enchanting tale of friendship and adventure 

based on Hans Christian Andersen’s classic story; sure to   

delight and enchant the whole family.  
 

Sandhurst Village Hall 
Saturday 21st December 

 

Doors open: 7.00pm for 7.30pm performance 
 

Adults: £10   Children: £6 
 

Tel: 01452 739031 for tickets 
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JOHN HARTLAND 
  

FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING 
  

Delivered – small and large loads 

  

07811 340975 or 01684 275859 
www.glosfirewood.co.uk 

Mobile firewood processing unit, log splitting service 
and tractor hedge-trimming 
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The Seven Towers Group of Churches 

invites you to 

EVENTS 

 

 

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

3.OOpm - 5.00pm 

N o r t o n  V i l l a g e  H a l l  

WHAT DO WE DO? 
 

We listen to a story from the bible. 
 

We use lots of felt tips, glue, paper, scraps of material, boxes, milk bottle 
tops (you would be amazed!) and we make things connected to our story.  
Sometimes we make things to eat. 
 

We sing a couple of songs, talk about the story and say a prayer. 
 

Then we sit down and enjoy a meal together. 
 

There is no charge 
 
WHO CAN COME? 
 

Anyone from babies to great grandma ....... 
 

 BUT children must have a grown-up with them. 
17 

AROUND THE PARISHES — DOWN HATHERLEY 

AROUND THE PARISHES — TWIGWORTH 

There is a vacancy on the parish council.  Anyone interested (including 

individuals from outside the parish) should contact David Bayley on     

teepookana@tiscali.co.uk   

GLOUCESTER BRASS BAND CONCERT 

Down Hatherley Church 

Friday 13 December 7:30 pm. 

Tickets remain at £9 to include buffet supper 

and first drink and will be available from: Helen 

(01452 730025) or Ann (01452 730371). 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=F-k0xdQ_cc6H3M&tbnid=YFOUX6D7XRoI7M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fstock-illustration%2Fbrass-band.html&ei=UmJiUrPVJrSU0QWYsYGwCg&psig=AFQjCNHOzlMDfZUixw8qkC5298lR8oqsnw&ust=13822
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EVENTS 
From: 

Holly Jones 

Planning Policy Manager, Planning Policy, Tewkesbury Borough Council 

Consultation on the Joint Core Strategy and 

the Tewkesbury Borough Plan  
‘Dear All, 

  

We will soon be asking for  views on the emerging development plan for Tewkes-

bury Borough. This will set out where future housing  and employment sites will be 

located and the long-term vision for the area together with policies relating to 

important issues such as flooding, green belt and affordable housing.  For Tewkes-

bury Borough the development plan will comprise two key documents; 

  

*  The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) - A high level plan we are preparing with 

Gloucester City and Cheltenham Borough Councils covering three authority areas 

and identifying large scale development. 

  

*  The Tewkesbury Borough Plan - The local level document which will include 

smaller development proposals and local policies to guide development. 

  

Together these documents will be used by Tewkesbury Borough Council to  

determine planning applications and guide the development to take place within this 

borough. Both documents have been approved for public consultation between 15 

October and 26 November 2013. Although they are at different stages in terms of 

how advanced they are, it is considered that it is helpful to run the two consulta-

tions simultaneously to help people understand how the two documents will work 

together and what each one will cover. 

From Norton Parish Council: 

To influence the Joint Core Strategy, the three parishes of Down 
Hatherley, Norton and Twigworth have got together to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  Representatives from the three 
Parish Councils along with some local residents have formed a 
steering group to oversee this. 

By preparing a ........... (contd page 19) 
  

 

 

 

For more information, please visit www.gct-jcs.org 

and www.tewkesbury.gov.uk’ 
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EVENTS 
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EVENTS 

MAGAZINE COPY 

Next month’s copy date: 

For inclusion in the December 2013 edition of the  

magazine, copy should reach parish correspondents by 

18th November or be sent directly to Mike Dill  by the 

19th November.  

LONGFORD FLOWER CLUB 

invite you to their 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY EVENING 
 

with demonstrations by 

Laura Leong 

Longford Village Hall 

Monday 9th December @ 7:30 pm 

Tickets: £7.50 (to include light refreshments) 

from: Carol Robinson: 01452 730358 

 

In aid of: 

The Sue Ryder Leckhampton Court 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY  
Monday 11th November 

A short ceremony will be held at the 

War Memorial in St. Mary’s Church, 

Norton, starting at 10.55 am to     

observe the two minutes silence and 

for the  laying of wreaths. 

EVENTS 

Neighbourhood Development Plan for Down 
Hatherley, Norton & Twigworth 

we have the best chance to influence the emerging planning policies 
which will affect this area, especially the Joint Core Strategy for the 
Districts of Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury. 

Residents of the three parishes will have the chance to consider and   
influence the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan when it is ready 
later in 2014. 

We will keep everyone posted on progress by newsletters, emails and on 
Down Hatherley and the Norton village web sites. 

During November we will hold a workshop to scope out our early work, 
and to consider how we should respond to the consultation on the Joint 
Core Strategy. Anyone from Down Hatherley, Norton and Twigworth is 
welcome (you don't need any special skills or experience) to this 
event ...... 

  in Norton Village Hall on Thursday 

14th November 7:00pm — 9:30. 
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EVENTS 
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