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Chairpersons’s Report
The year has flown by again and I write again with good news for the Group as a
whole. The newly formed Beaver Colony and Cub Pack have completed their first
year of Scouting. The addition of these groups, and the retention of children
through good leadership of all the groups, has been excellent. We thank all of the Leaders, helpers, young leaders
and all those who work behind the scenes to make these
groups happen for our children. I know Ned has recently
returned from a Bank Holiday weekend camp having enjoyed every minute of it and very keen to go on the next
camp.
The finances of the Group as a whole are in very good health with two substantial
extraordinary receipts of money. The first is wholly through Les Pinkham’s efforts
to claim Gift Aid on our receipts, which has finally paid off. We all thank Les
wholeheartedly for this achievement, which I know hasn’t been easy. We also
received a substantial donation from the closing down of the Fillongley Carbon
Reduction Club who have given us their remaining funds to help us improve the
Hut with renewable and energy saving projects. I would also like to thank them as
a whole for this kind gesture.
This does mean that the Group has extremely good reserves for the year. The hut
self-finances, which means that the groups can continue to purchase the additional equipment required to support the large usage that it gets.
Finally I would like to take this opportunity to ask you to
consider how you could support the Group. Participating
in the 100 club helps us massively to cover additional
costs and “nice to haves”. Or, if you do have any time
and would like to be more involved there are many places
that you can help us. It is great to see new faces (and
the old ones) at the fundraising events and we all know
the old adage that “many hands make light work” and most of the time it really is
good fun too! We remember that everyone that helps in the Group is a volunteer, and, whatever form that takes, I would like thank them all.

Simon Badham
Chairman

Group Scout Leader’s Report

Over the last 12 months the group has continued to grow from
strength to strength. Each year we have an official number
count and in January 2016, 86 kids aged 6-13 were enjoying
scouting weekly within 5 sections in Fillongley. By Easter
2016 our growth will take us to 100 young people, with approx. 20 supporting adults.
Our leaders are great and together with our executive committee I’m sure you
would want to join me in expressing sincere thanks for all of the hard work they put
into the sections to make scouting so enjoyable for all.
Our catchment area continues to be quite large with families
travelling from Kingsbury, Coleshill, Nuneaton, Bedworth, and
Keresley to the group, as well as many more local families
because we offer such a strong and varied programme with
fantastic leaders in all sections.
Camping and residential experiences have always been a
major feature of the scouting programme. During the last 12 months, Beavers have
enjoyed a Cowboy sleepover, joining in with the Group Camp in Chepstow, a
Christmas sleepover in the hut, and just recently a sleepover at
Ullesthorpe. We’ve seen a change in leadership and new adults
come to join the team, which is fabulous. Both cub packs came
to the Group Camp in Chepstow, and the older cubs enjoyed a
camp in March at Rough Close. The scouts enjoyed 3 days of
activity camp last May at Whitacre Hall, expedition camps in
June and October, a week long summer camp in Chepstow, and participated in the
District Nigel Krohn competition in September, as well as a 25 mile cycle ride in
Derbyshire this spring along the Tissington and High Peak trails. All of this happens
in addition to the weekly programme delivered by each section leader.
Last November we were treated to a fantastic level of achievement as 3 of the Falcons joined with other explorers and network members from
Coventry to complete their Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
expedition and presentation. We saw a Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards completed, a Queen’s Scout Award, as well as
4 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh awards and the scout troop

were able to present 6 Chief Scout Gold Awards on the same
evening. This was a fabulous result for our group.
We always enjoy participating in the District competitions, with
bean bag hockey, football, junk art, chess, draughts and dominos for the cubs, and scouting skills for the scouts. The group
always strongly supports the district swimming gala each November with lots of keen
swimmers ready to swim to the best of their ability.
This year is particularly exciting as we are celebrating 10 years since the relaunch of
the group. The event will be marked with an additional badge to go on the back of the
necker, and a small gift for each child. And of course there
will be a party in May!
Onwards to the next 10 years of Fillongley Scouting!
Yours in Scouting

Lesley Gill
Group Scout Leader

Beaver Leader’s Report
(Tuesday)
Since the last report Tuesday Beavers have been busy
learning new skills whilst having fun. We finished summer 2015 with a sleepover at Botany Bay. On the way
down we stopped off at Symonds Yat and completed the
Amazing Hedge Puzzle. We had fun running around the
maze trying to find a way out and after a head count to
make sure no-one was left in the maze we continued our
journey to camp. We had an action packed weekend.
The Beavers had the chance to try archery, toast marshmallows at the camp fire and
slide down a 20 metre water slide. Before heading home we had an underground
experience at Clearwell Caves.
During the Autumn term we were working towards our Safety badge. We had a trip
to Coleshill fire station where all the Beavers had great fun using various apparatus
including the hose! In November David Birch came along to talk about the Poppy
appeal and many of the Beavers took part in the Remembrance Day Parade.
December was a busy month. We hosted the District Beaver Christingle service and
entered the Christmas Tree Festival at Fillongley Church. We finished the term with
another sleepover, this time at our Scout hut. Fun was had by all. We learnt how to
tie knots, sing camp songs and build a pioneering project. After a visit from Father
Christmas we watched “Happy Feet” from the comfort of our own tents. The Beavers
slept so well we had to wake them the following morning!!!
In the Spring term we ventured out of the hut to ride our bikes and with the help of
Colin Tracey we worked towards our Cycling badge. We continued being outside
and the Beavers enjoyed a visit to a local farm where we
saw sheep being milked.
In April we started the new term with a sleepover at
Ullesthorpe. Bald Eagle and Brown Bear taught us circus
skills and Butterfly showed us how to roll our neckers
properly and we learnt our promise using sign language.
In the evening we sang songs and toasted marshmallows
around the camp fire.
As we start the Summer term we now have 17 Beavers and we are looking forward
to gaining more badges and attending another sleepover in July.

Helen-Louise, Ellen, Emily, Helena & Jordan

Beaver Leader’s Report
(Wednesday)
Since I took over as Beaver Leader in September 2015
there have been many fun and exciting activities held not
only within our weekly meetings but also extended out
away from the Scout hut. Wednesday Beavers consist of
20 Beavers, two uniformed leaders and numerous adult
helpers. Numbers have recently increased due to a successful recruitment drive in the Autumn term.
The Autumn term included trips to Coleshill fire station, district campfires at Rough
Close, District Swimming Gala and Fillongley Church. Beavers also proudly hosted
the District Beaver Christingle Service, took part in numerous church parades and entered the Christmas tree competition at Fillongley Church. Twenty seven of the Beavers
took part in our first successful sleepover of the year at the
Scout hut with Father Christmas visiting to present four
Chief Scout Bronze Awards.
The Spring term continued with many great indoor and
outdoor activities including Colin Tracey helping us to gain
our cycling badge, taking part in ‘the big Easter egg drop’
at Fillongley Church, visiting Mussonhall farm and attending Fillongley Church parade.
The Summer term saw another fun filled sleepover at
Ullesthorpe Scout Camp where Beavers continued to
make their magical Scouting memories. We have gained
numerous activity badges so far this year and two challenge badges with numerous exciting activities planned for the rest of the year.

Yours

Ladybird
Michelle

Cub Leader’s Report
(Wednesday)
Well another 12 months have flown by...
This time last year we were preparing for the first ever District
Tag Rugby tournament which was kindly organised by Keresley
Rugby Club. We finished runners-up in a heroic second half
performance, narrowly missing out on victory in the final seconds. This was followed a week later with a third place in the
District 6 a side football, again missing out on a medal despite
dominating the final match but unable to get the vital goal needed. It really is nice to win trophies but these two competitions really showed the true
meaning of "Cub scouts always do their best".
The summer term saw us finishing the Naturalist and Athlete badges and ended with
our now regular sports day which was enjoyed by Cubs as well as spectating parents.
Annual camp saw us travelling abroad where we enjoyed a few days along with the
Beavers and scouts in a strange country with unusual customs and an even stranger
language. In spite of this, the Cubs had a truly wonderful time with highlights including
geocaching, water slide, caving, swimming and the most dangerous activity in the
world - den building. Never have I known so many injuries to the leaders during an
activity (even Bagheera on the water slide didn't cause so many injuries).
The Autumn term included an evening at Keresley rugby club,
Welsh and Japanese evenings, air rifle shooting and making a
bird feeder Christmas tree (which seemed to be enjoyed by some
church mice whilst on display at Fillongley Church). The Cubs
won the swimming gala which has been one of the few trophies to
elude us in recent years but an excellent team effort this time around. Highlight for me
was the annual Christmas Fayre organised and run by the Cubs where we raised just
over £200 (our best yet) and it was wonderful to see some old faces come along to help
out and thank you parents and family for supporting this event. I am planning to use the
money to cover the cost of the County Fun Day in June.
2016 started with us focussing on the brand new digital maker and pioneering badges
and we will have completed the scientists badge by the time you read this (hope the
cress growing went well). In March the older Cubs went on a Sixers and seconders
training camp to experience camping skills that they will use when they move on to
scouts - cooking on open fires and a muddy night hike were particularly memorable.
As always a sign off with a huge thank you to the leadership team, Owl, Bagheera,
Haathi, Chil and Pierre (you definitely need a scouting name - let's have a meeting to
discuss...). You all make the activities so enjoyable for us as well as the Cubs. Thanks
you also to the parents for your continued support and finally to the Cubs who put up
with us all week in, week out. Here's to another great 12 months....Be Prepared!

Andrew (Akela)
Cub Leader

Cub Leader’s Report
(Thursday)
A busy period, lots of work undertaken to transfer to the
new challenge badge system, activity and staged activity
badges have been achieved as a pack, In October of
2015, we had a sleep over at the hut and the cubs gained
their naturalist and scientists badges.
Come Christmas, we had a bonfire Christmas Carol Party
at the farm, transported in an army troop carrier! As we
progressed into 2016, we attended district Art Competition in Earlsdon, and the District Hockey Competition in Coundon.
In March, we participated in a Sixers and Seconders
camp along side Wednesday Cubs. At present we are
completing a Navigator staged activity badge! Still to
come District Tag Rugby and Six Aside Football Events.

Alan(Akela) & Patrick
Cub Leaders

Scout Leader’s Report
The scout section in Fillongley has been active for 9 years and in the last 12
months we again have had a varied programme to try and push the boundaries of
achievement, skills and enjoyment.
A walk in Derbyshire from Castleton to Mam Tor, “the
Shivering Mountain”, to see the geology and amazing
views. They all completed a hard but very enjoyable
walk, ending by a roll down the hill to the moving road
(now closed)
The astronomy badge, gazing at the stars and getting cold
A scout activity camp try and improving skills inc shooting, archery, Kayaking but the show stopper was Fishing, what a catch they kept many leaders busy unknotting lines and reals. What a pig roast!
Then the Hikers badge a 2 day walk in the Cotswolds a
great achievement by all, visiting an ancient burial
mounds, camping next to Hailes Abbey and then finishing at Cleeve hill the highest point in the Cotswolds
We just had to do fishing again after the enthusiasm
and patience at the activity camp to catch bigger fish and try to get less knots in the
linesL..
The Summer Camp to Botany Bay provided an array
of activities, many new to the scouts, challenging their
skills and team work. Such as Caving at Symonds
Yat, Kayaking on the River Wye, a walk to Chepstow
along the Wye valley, swimming, Fish and chips, cooking on fires, and the water slide provided great fun for
all sections.
October saw another 2 day expedition challenge hike in Leicestershire. The scouts
have to navigate their route themselves. They set off from Market Bosworth to John
Lee Woods camp site, approx. 10 miles through beautiful countryside to stay in a
log cabin with bunk beds and an open log fire. The next day they walked to Desford
with some tricky map work. What a great team achievement.

Fillongley ran the Scouts District shooting in November.
We had 2 teams, and well done for an outstanding 1st
and 2nd place overall, and this together with all their
training got their Masters at Arms Badge
We cycled in the Derbyshire Dales in March 2016, for
the Skills Challenge and Cyclist Badge, staying at Matlock and cycling the Tissington and High Peak trails. 25
Miles of cycles tracks with views of the rolling hills and
bleak countryside. Well done to the 15 scouts who completed the training to get the fitness element of the Skills
challenge
I wish the Scout section all the best in the future, as I stepped down as Scout leader
at Christmas, having hopefully inspired a few scouts along the way and given them
some skills and memories they will remember

Steve (Skip), John, Scott, Neil, & Julian

Falcons
Report
Fillongley Falcons have had a great year. We are now
15 kids & 3 supporting adults. We've seen camps this
year - Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award, summer camp
with the Scout Group, APEX, and the Christmas Chill
weekend.
The unit is now working well, with the explorers planning the evenings and taking it in turn to implement the
activities.
Connor, Carina & Olivia joined with 3 other Coventry
scouts to complete their Duke of Edinburgh Gold award
expeditions. Hopefully they will all complete the award
itself within the next 12 months. We're really proud to
have had our first Queen's Scout too. Hopefully it's the
first of many.
In March we saw our first "kicking out" as Anna turned
18. Anna, Tommy & Connor have been with the group, scouting in Fillongley for 10
years. Ryan, Jordan & James are close behind at 9 1/2 years. Quite an achievement.

The Explorers,
Steven, Dene, & Eddie and the parent supporters

We would like to thank the following Sponsors 2015-16
Fillongley Garage

Rivet Group Trust

Jean McDonald

Fillongley Football Club

Martha Blackman Trust

Fillongley Educational Fund

St Mary’s and All Saints Church, Fillongley JCC
Theresa and Karl Pickworth

KTE Systems

Coleshill Round Table

Warwickshire County Council Grant

Awards and Occasions of Merit:
Chiefs Scout Bronze Award:

Falcons Awards:

Rory Badham

Chief’s Scouts Platinum Award:

Oliver Statham

Tommy Knight

Sebastian Statham

Joshua Evans

Finn Mccullagh

Ryan Gill

Toby Phillips

Ciaran Murphy

David Bird

James Billington

Chief’s Scouts Silver Award:
Thomas Hewitt

Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award:

Jamie Hopkins

Carina Gill

Chief’s Scouts Gold
Award:

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Award:

Oliver Griffiths

Joshua evans

Declan McCullagh

Ciaran Murphy

Kristian McCullagh

Ryan Gill

Oliver Gill

James Billington

Milly Piper

Jordan Ingram

Katelyn Acton
Queen's Scout
Carina Gill

