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Welcome to this issue of our Newsletter which is designed by Robert Joyce. Many
thanks to all who have submitted articles or photographs, and particular thanks to Rob
for his skills and many hours of hard work as Editor.

Our last Newsletter was in the spring of 2013 so we have three autumn seasons to
review. Memories fade rather quickly however and, with few written notes prepared
at the time, only a few of our forays are reported in detail, though Tom Hering has
provided notes on a few rarities, and he has also given some thoughts on the
preparation of his revised county check-list, issued in 2015.

Our foray venues are many and varied and we have included brief histories of those
which have been created on the sites of old colliery workings. It may be that in future
Newsletters we could provide notes on the histories of some of our best known
country parks and nature reserves.

National Fungus Day is a venture promoted by the British Mycological Society aimed at
bringing fungi to the notice of the general public. It falls this year on October 9™ but, as
so many regional fungus groups take part, the events now tend to spread over the
preceding and the following weeks. Ours will again be held at Leicester University
Botanic Garden in Oadby and we look forward to the support of our members.

We have offered a varied programme of events this autumn, with more forays planned
than ever before. We have included two new venues, Western Park in Leicester, and
Clipsham Park Wood, which is at the extreme east of vice-county 55, lying close beside
the border between Rutland and Lincolnshire. We look forward to a good attendance
at both, and at all our other more familiar venues. We thank those who lead our
forays, and we wish all our members an enjoyable autumn season in 2016.
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Foray Do’s and Don’ts |

With the number of new members increasing please find a reminder of our Dos and Don’ts when out on group forays:

Do’s:

Keep to the areas indicated by the leader. Often we have special permission to visit or collect from a site and there
are sometimes restrictions. The leader should advise members of the duration of the foray and likely walking
conditions. The leader should be aware of other activities in the area and advise the group as needed.

Wear suitable footwear and be aware of surroundings including tree branches at head height. inform others in the
group of any trip hazards, exposed tree roots, brambles, uneven or sloping ground, awkward stiles etc. Use only
permitted access points and avoid climbing walls, fences, and locked gates.

Park safely. When assembling at start and finish do so away from the road. Follow highway code when walking on
roads.

Inform the leader of any guests, especially children as this is a requirement of our insurance. Dogs are only
allowed on forays with prior arrangement and should be kept on leads.

Be considerate of other members in the group. Some members may wish to take photographs and where possible
we should allow them access to specimens before picking. However, photographers should be careful to avoid
holding up progress on the foray.

Have a go at identifying for yourself, that is how we learn and all part of the fun! If you do want to check with the
leader or one of the other knowledgeable members of the group remember to dig the mushroom out with a knife or
similar to ensure you have it all and note what it is growing on and what is nearby, especially trees.

Don’ts

Wander off from the group or leave early without making sure the leader is aware. The leader should count
members at the start and end of the foray. Members should remain in sight of the group for safety. Members who
wish to deviate from the agreed route must inform the leader.

Collect species for consumption on forays. Many fungi are poisonous and species should only be consumed after
expert identification. Collecting edible species is not permitted at protected foray sites and collecting hallucinogenic
fungiis illegal.

Enter fields with stock. If it cannot be avoided, enter with caution, keep to footpaths and do not take dogs.

Pick specimens ahead of the group. If you are ahead of the group do not pick specimens which the group would
otherwise have found. Try to leave in situ for other members to observe first.

Ignore hazards in the area, including some plants, insects, snakes and other animals. Inform others in the group of
any water hazards particularly where banks are steep-sided.

Forget to share what you find. We want to encourage members to develop their own skills in identifying fungi,
however in order to maintain the recording aspect of the group it is essential that the leaders know everything that
is found so remember to let them know.
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