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In memory of 

Major Arthur Joseph Clay 

6th Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment 
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1 www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/846269 
2 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 

Arthur Joseph Clay was born on 

29th April 1870 at Stapenhill 

House, Stapenhill (picture 

below). Stapenhill Gardens in 

Burton are the gardens to the 

now demolished house. The photo 

below is from a family photo 

album. The writing on the right 

hand side indicates that Arthur 

is one of the boys sitting on the 

steps. 
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Arthur was the eldest son of Charles John 

Clay (a Barrister at Law, a Justice of the 

Peace and a Director of Bass Ratcliff & 

Gretton, Brewers of Burton) and “Aggie” 

(Agnes Lucy) nee Arden, from Longcroft 

Hall, Yoxall. The Clays were originally 

bankers and brewers in Burton. Before 

coming to Stapenhill they lived at Foremark 

Hall (1861 Census) and before that at 

Piercefield Park, near Chepstow (where 

Henry Clay, Arthur’s grandfather, founded 

Chepstow Racecourse).4 

 

                                                           
3 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
4 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 
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The family of Major Arthur Joseph Clay 

5 

                                                           
5 Family Tree created by Jill Hempsall using information and photos from Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
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Arthur was baptised on 12th June 1870 at the church in Stapenhill.6 

Arthur had three younger brothers:  

Gerard Arden Clay, born 1871 

Ernest Charles Clay, born 1872 

Wilfred Henry clay, born 1874 

 

The boy’s mother Agnes Lucy (known as Aggie) died, aged 35, on 17 

February 1874, three days after giving birth to Wilfred.  Family 

tradition has it that her husband came home from work to find her 

bleeding to death, and the midwife in a drunken stupor on the floor, 

although a contemporary note records that she died "suddenly."7 

The details below are shown in the Stapenhill Burials Record for that 

year.8 

Aggie’s still unmarried sister, Margaret Isabella Arden, two and a half 

years her senior, came to take care of the four little boys, then all 

under five;  they called her "Aunt Mardit". But tragedy struck again 

only four years later, when she died after a fall from a horse in 1878. 

                                                           
6 www.ancestry.co.uk Baptism Records 
7 The Clay Book, courtesy of Robin Clay 
8 www.ancestry.co.uk Death Records 
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Arthur’s three younger brothers. 

 

Gerard Arden Clay Ernest Charles Clay Wilfred Henry Clay 
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In 1871 the Census Records show that the family were living at 

Stapenhill House in Burton upon Trent. Father Charles John’s occupation 

shows as Barrister at Law and Brewers Merchant. Arthur is 11 months 

old and his brother Gerard is less than a month old – and has not yet 

been given a name. The family have eight staff working for them 

including a butler, various nurses and housemaids. See page 7 for the 

1871 Census Record. 

 

The 1881 Census shows the family still living at Stapenhill House. Father 

Charles John has his occupation recorded as Brewer Firm of Bass & Co – 

and is now recorded as a Widower. Arthur, Gerard, Ernest and Wilfred 

are all scholars, with Mary Furse Browning as their Governess (a 

Spinster aged 44 from Falmouth – her father was a Surgeon in the 

Navy).9 The family also have a butler, a cook, a housekeeper, a groom, 

housemaids and a scullery maid working for them. See page 8 for the 

1881 Census Record. 

 

10 

After the death of his mother, 

Arthur’s father married 

Elizabeth Teasdale Smith (known 

as Mittie) in 1883 (Arthur would 

have been about 13 at the time). 

She was born in Alnwick, 

Northumberland. Her father was 

a Wine Merchant and her 

mother a Seller/Printer/ 

Stationer.11 Elizabeth had 

formerly been a private 

governess for the Bott family, 

farmers of 330 acres at Church 

Broughton, Burton upon Trent.12  

                                                           
9 www.ancestry.co.uk BMD Cornwall, Falmouth 1783-1883 
10 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
11 www.ancestry.co.uk 1861 Census 
12 www.ancestry.co.uk 1881 Census 
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13  The 1871 Census Record 

 

                                                           
13 www.ancestry.co.uk 1871 Census England 
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14  The 1881 Census Record 

 

                                                           
14 www.ancestry.co.uk 1881 Census England 
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Charles John and Elizabeth had two 

daughters (Arthur’s half-sisters), Elizabeth 

Mildred – known as Mildred (born in 1886) 

and Adelaide Hilda – known as Hilda (born in 

1887).  

 

 

 

 

 

In 1884, when Arthur was about 13, he started at Harrow – a boarding 

school for boys. The insert below from the Harrow School Register shows 

that Arthur was there from 1884 to 1889. Henry Montagu Butler (an 

English academic and Clergyman) was the Headmaster. The Small Houses 

mentioned provided board for 5-10 boys whilst waiting for a space in the 

large house (of which there were 12 – each of about 70 boys) with a 13th 

used as an overflow. Each house had its own facilities, customs and 

traditions and competed in sporting events against each other. 

 

16  

                                                           
15 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
16 http:/www.harrowschool-ww1.org.uk/HarrowSchoolRegister1845-1885 
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In 1889, Arthur left Harrow 

and joined New College at 

Oxford University. He 

matriculated (was formally 

accepted for admission) in 

1889, aged 19. In 1892 he 

also achieved fourth-class 

honours in Jurisprudence (the 

study, knowledge or science 

of Law), and had the degrees 

of BA and MA conferred on 

him on 18 June 1896.  

 

 

 

 

In the 1891 Census, Arthur is 

residing at Hollybush Hall in 

Newborough, near Burton 

upon Trent with his father, 

stepmother and siblings. See 

page 12. He is recorded as an 

Oxford Undergraduate. 17 

 

 

 

At some stage during this time, Arthur joined the Army Reserves. He was a 

member of the 2nd Voluntary Battalion, Prince of Wales’s North 

Staffordshire Regiment. In 1893, he received a promotion to Second 

Lieutenant.  

                                                           
17 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 
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This except is from 

the London 

Gazette, February 

24th 1893.18 

 

In 1897, he received another promotion, this time to the rank of Captain. 

 

This excerpt is 

from the London 

Gazette, August 3rd 

1897.19 

 

In 1898, Arthur invented a system of 

shorthand. It was published in 1898 by 

Bemrose & Sons and called ‘A Manual of 

Linear Shorthand – An Original Scientific 

Alternating System’.  

The book sold for 1/-.  

It is still available to buy today and is 

considered an important piece of 

historical work.20 

 

 

 

                                                           
18 https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/26376/page/1068 
19 https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/26879/page/4349 
20 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history and https://www.amazon.co.uk/manual-shorthand-original-scientific 
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The 1891 Census 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
21 www.ancestry.co.uk 1891 Census England 
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In 1899, Arthur’s 

stepsister Mildred sadly 

died aged just 13. It was 

very shortly after the 

laying of the foundation 

stone of All Saints church, 

Newborough (18 

September 1899). The 

family were living at 

Hollybush Hall in 

Newborough at the time. 

The church tower was 

dedicated to her. 22  

 

Arthur donated £100 towards the cost of the build, and supported many 

church and village events. He also presented the church with an organ from 

Hollybush Hall – on the organ it says: 

To the glory of God/ and affectionate memory 

Of their fathers 

CHARLES JOHN CLAY 

And LORENZO KIRKPATRICK HALL 

This organ for many years at HOLLYBUSH 

Is presented and enlarged 

By ARTHUR JOSEPH CLAY 

And re-erected in this place by 

EDWARD KIRKPATRICK HALL 

 

In the 1901 Census, Arthur was 30 years old, still living at Hollybush Hall in 

Newborough with his father, stepmother and siblings, and is a Director of 

Bass, Ratcliff and Gretton Brewers of Burton upon Trent. The company 

started out as Bass & Co, but in 1827, they merged with the Ratcliffe 

Partnership and brought in John Gretton, creating the company of Bass, 

Ratcliffe and Gretton as it traded in the 19th Century.23 

                                                           
22 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 
23 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 
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The 1901 Census 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
24 www.ancestry.co.uk 1901 Census England 
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Arthur was one of the promoters of the Ryknield Motor Company Limited 

(in Burton); a syndicate whose building works were eventually taken over by 

Baguley Cars Ltd.  

  

The Ryknield Engine Company was set up by the Clays, Arthur, Charles, 

Gerald and Wilfred plus Baron Burton, William Worthington and Robert 

Ratcliff (all prominent in the brewing trade) The company was registered 

25 February 1902 and the original directors Arthur Clay and William 

Worthington, with Major Baguley manager from 1 July 1902. 

  

A new factory was built at 

Shobnall, Burton upon Trent, next 

to the then Midland Railway, and 

600 vehicles were produced 

annually (steam, and light cars).  

 

Photo: the Clay brothers and Mr 

Baguley outside the Ryknield 

Factory, Shobnall. 

 

 

The petrol cars were produced as a 10 hp Ryknield and then 15 hp and 20 hp 

versions followed. In 1905, the company went into liquidation, and the 

assets sold to Wilfred Clay’s new Ryknield Motor Company. This company 

too eventually failed and was disposed of to Baguley Locomotive. 

 

 

 

 

Photo: a Ryknield car, 

possibly with Clay 

members up front. 

 

25 

                                                           
25  www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 
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In 1905 Arthur took part in the first ever Isle of Man Tourist Trophy Race 

(it remains the oldest motor race still being held today, more usually now 

run at Silverstone). He finished 14th out of the 18 finishers with 42 cars 

starting the race.  

He drove a Ryknield car at an average speed of 25.40 mph and took 8hrs. 

11mins. 44.20secs  (the winner being John Napier, in an Arrol-Johnson, with 

a speed of 33.90 mph giving a time of 6hrs 9min) The race was run over 6 

laps of the Highlands (Highroads) course which was 52.15 miles in length, 

with 420+ bends. 

 

 

Photo of John Napier 

who won the race. 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

The finishing positions. Forty-

two cars started the race. A 

full report of the race can be 

found on  

www.wikipedia.org/wiki/1905_ 

International_Tourist_Trophy 

 

Note the speeds of the cars – 

the winner’s fastest speed was 

33.9 mph. 

                                                           
26 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1905_International_Tourist_Trophy 
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On 10th May 1905, at the age of 35, 

Arthur married Bridget Parker-Jervis, 

who was then 30, at Lichfield 

Cathedral. 27 He and Bridget moved to 

Grangewood Hall, Netherseal. 

 

Arthur and Bridget had four children: 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn Agnes Clay (Evie) born 01/10/1906. She 

married Ted Williams, a Brigadier of the Rifle 

Brigade, and had four children (David, Bruce, 

Bridget and Joanna) and nine grandchildren. She 

died in 1995.28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
27 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
28 Family Tree of Robin Clay, grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard and the Clay Book. 
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Doris Muriel Clay born 24/12/1907 at Grangewood. She 

sadly died there on 12/10/1909, less than two years old. 

 

 

 

Charles John Jervis Clay born in 1910 and 

baptised at Netherseal Church on 19/03/1910. He 

was educated at Eton and New College, Oxford. He 

married Patricia Agnes Chapman in 1936 and they 

had three children – a son and two daughters.29 In 

the 1939 Register Charles is recorded as Merchant 

Bankers’ Clerk and was living at Leek Hill House, 

Kirby Lonsdale, Lancashire with Patricia. There is a 

note next to his name showing that he was in the 

Officers Cadet Reserves, Service No. 6970933. In 

the Second World War, he served with the Rifle 

Brigade but was captured after the Battle of 

Calais in 1941. He spent the rest of the war as a 

POW.30 Charles died on 01/06/1988 aged 78. 

 

Henry Arthur Clay (Arthur) born 23/04/1913 at 

Grangewood and baptised at Netherseal Church on 

27/05/1913. He was educated at Radley and Birmingham 

University. He married (Daphne Sybil) Pauline Atkinson on 

12/06/1937 in King’s Norton and they had one son.31 In the 

1939 Register, they were living in Birmingham and Henry was 

Assistant Managing Director of a Brass Founders and 

Engineering company. 

 

                                                           
29 Family Tree of Robin Clay, grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard. 
30 The Clay Book, courtesy of Robin Clay. 
31 www.ancestry.co.uk BMD Index 1916-2005 
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Family photo of Evie, 

Arthur and Charles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

32 

 

 

Family photo of Arthur’s car at Craythorne Hall. 

                                                           
32 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk) 
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A page from a Family photo album, showing Grangewood Hall,  

Bridget and Evie. 
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In 1907, Arthur resigned his Commission as Captain in the Army Reserves 

Volunteer Battalion.   

 

This excerpt is from the 

London Gazette, August 

27th 1907. 

 

 

The 1908 Kelly’s Directory (UK 

Trade Directory) records Arthur’s 

name and address under the section 

of County Magistrates for the 

Burton on Trent Petty Sessional 

Division (A petty sessional 

division was, in England and Wales, 

the area that a magistrates' 

court had jurisdiction over). His 

father Charles is recorded below 

him.33 

 

 

In 1910, Arthur’s father 

Charles died and he 

inherited Hollybush Hall. 

As he was now living at 

Grangewood Hall, he sold 

the property to the 

Hignet family.34

                                                           
33 Ancestry.co.uk UK Midlands and Various UK Trade Directories 1770-1941 Staffordshire 1908 Kelly's Directory 
34 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history 



Page | 22  
 

 

Family Photograph taken in 1909. Arthur and his brothers are on the back 

row. His stepmother and father sit in the middle of the photo. His wife 

Bridget is next to Charles John on the right and their two daughters Doris 

and Evie are on the front row. 

 

The 1911 Census record shows Arthur and Bridget at Grangewood Hall, and 

married for five years. Their children Evie and Charles aged 5 and a year 

old aren’t listed.  

 



Page | 23  
 

 

They are found on a separate page of the Census Records. Along with a 

Children’s Nurse and a Nursemaid, the children are boarders at No1 

Wellington Crescent, Ramsgate – a boarding house on the sea front. It can 

be assumed that they were on holiday (a similar occurrence is highlighted in 

the family scrapbooks where a children’s nurse took Arthur’s brother 

Gerard’s children on holiday).35 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
35 Family scrapbook images provided by Robin Clay ((grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard) 
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The 1911 Census 
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In 1915 Arthur became a Captain in the Army. 

 

 

 

This excerpt is 

from the London 

Gazette, 

November 2nd 

1914. 

 

 

 

36 

The above document details how Arthur resumed his Captaincy upon the 

outbreak of war and indicates that he was associated with the Old 

Volunteer Movement for many years.  

 

                                                           
36 http://ww1photos.com/Names/C/ClayAJMajorNorthStaffsReg.html 
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In August 1914, the 6th Battalion North Staffordshire was a unit of the 

Territorial Force with its HQ in Burton-on-Trent. They were part of the 

Staffordshire Infantry Brigade, North Midland Division. They were 

mobilised for war service on 5th August 1914. The Division was concentrated 

in the Luton area by August of that year.37 

 

 
38  

This photo, taken in 1914, shows soldiers of the 6th North Staffordshire 

Regiment on Anglesey Road in Burton on Trent. 

 

                                                           
37 https://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/greatwar/allied/battalion.php?pid=784 
38 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk 
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39  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo, taken in 1914 shows the soldiers of the North Staffordshire 

Regiment marching along George Street, Burton on Trent. 

 

 

 

 

This photo shows Bass & 

Co wagons, drawn by 

Shire horses, being used 

as transport for the 6th 

North Staffordshire 

Regiment. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
39 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk 
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40This photo, taken on Mobilisation Day in 1914, shows War officials 

inspecting Bass & Co’s horses for war transport work. 

 

The North Staffordshire Regiment transferred to near Luton in August 

1914. Arthur was based in Harpenden.  

According to an article in the Herts Advertiser on 5th February 1915, the 

arrival of the North Staffordshire Battalion into Harpenden provided ‘a 

source of satisfaction to the townspeople’. The Notts and Derbys 

(Sherwood Foresters) had previously been billeted at Harpenden but had 

left months before. The article said:41 

“Troops are again stationed in Harpenden. This is a source of satisfaction 

to the tradespeople and to many householders, who welcome the addition to 

the family income arising from the billeting money. Some of the residents 
                                                           
40 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk 
41 www.harpenden-history.org.uk/page/more_troops_in_harpenden_-_1915 
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in large houses have as many as ten and twelve men billeted upon them. The 

cooking of meals has to be done in all these instances. The payment for 

non-commissioned officers, as formerly, is 9d per night, but these 

invariably take their meals at mess-rooms, so the labour and inconvenience 

to the households is not so great.  

As in the case of the “Notts” and “Derbies”, every effort will be made to 

secure the comfort and entertainment of the men during their stay. The 

YMCA Recreation Room at the Public Hall will probably be re-opened; the 

Wesleyan Recreation and Reading Room has again been placed at the 

disposal of the troops, and also the Rector and Captain Lydekker have been 

busily at work preparing the Rector’s Room near the Parish Church and the 

Church Mission Room, Luton Road, as reading, writing and recreation 

centres. At these two latter places, refreshments will be supplied at 

reasonable prices, and the arrangement for this department are in the 

hands of a committee of ladies. 

Church parade services for the battalions, some of which have bands, will 

re-commence at the Parish and St John’s Churches next Sunday morning. 

Mr E R Billingham, organist, will again give organ recitals after Sunday 

evening service at the parish church; in fact, a start was made last Sunday, 

such favourite hymns as ‘Lead, Lindly Light’ and ‘Fight the Good Fight’ being 

also sung. The weather has not been very favourable for the drilling of the 

troops this week. On Sunday Harpenden received an ‘invasion’ of soldiers in 

motor cars and buses from Golders Green, when the ‘operations’ included 

movements on the Common and luncheon in the village. 42 

Photos of the North Staffs Regiment in Harpenden. 

                                                           
42 Source: http:/www.harpenden-history.org.uk/page/the_sherwood_foresters_billeted_in_harpenden_1914-1915; 
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During February of 1915, whilst stationed at Harpenden, Arthur became ill 

with pneumonia. There were almost daily updates in the Burton Mail giving 

details of his progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th February 1915 

 

11th February 1915 
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18th February 1915. Captain Clay died that 

day, aged 44. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The funeral service was held at 

Newborough Church and Arthur buried 

was there. The family requested that 

he did not have a military funeral. 

 

       

      43 

                                                           
43 Burton Mail 22nd February 1915, courtesy of the Magic Attic, Swadlincote. 

12th February 1915 

 

13th February 1915 

v
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44 Burton Mail 23rd February 1915, courtesy of the Magic Attic, Swadlincote. 



Page | 33  
 

 

Arthur’s grave and headstone at 

Newborough Church. 

 

 

 

After the death of her husband, Bridget and her three remaining children, 

then aged 3, 5 and 9, moved to The Well House, Banstead, in Surrey, the 

home of her brother-in-law Ernest. 

Bridget died on 6 June 1973 in Hindhead at the age of 88.   

Arthur’s British Army WW1 Medal Roll does not show a record of any 

medals as he didn’t fight in the theatre of war.  There seems to be a 

discrepancy with regard to his rank. The official War Records show that he 

held the rank of Major, yet on local newspaper records he is recorded as 

Captain Clay.  
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The two newspaper articles below are from the Burton Mail. The first 

article is from 21st October 1915 and gives details from Arthur’s Last Will 

and Testament. The second article is from 20th April 1916 and details the 

dedication of a Brass Memorial Tablet dedicated to Arthur at the church in 

Harpenden. 
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45 

Arthur is also remember on a commemorative plaque in Newborough Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

46 

 

                                                           
45 Source: www.findagrave.com/memorial/196174868/arthur-joseph-clay; 
46 Source: https:/www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history; 

The 

Commemorative 

Plaque in 

Newborough 

Church. 

The 

Commemorative 

Plaque in 

Harpenden 

Church. 
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47 

                                                           
47 Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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Document Author: Jill Hempsall, Netherseal 

                                                           
48 Photos courtesy of Jill Hempsall 

The Netherseal Village War 

Memorial 


