In memory of

Major Arthur Joseph Clay
6™ Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment

Arthur Joseph Clay was born on
29™ April 1870 at Stapenhill
House, Stapenhill (picture
below). Stapenhill Gardens in
Burton are the gardens to the
now demolished house. The photo
below is from a family photo
album. The writing on the right
hand side indicates that Arthur
is one of the boys sitting on the
steps.

ARTHUR JOSEPH CLAY
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T www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org/lifestory/846269
2 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
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Arthur was the eldest son of Charles John
Clay (a Barrister at Law, a Justice of the
Peace and a Director of Bass Ratcliff &
Gretton, Brewers of Burton) and "Aggie”
(Agnes Lucy) nee Arden, from Longcroft
Hall, Yoxall. The Clays were originally
bankers and brewers in Burton. Before
coming to Stapenhill they lived at Foremark
Hall (1861 Census) and before that at
Piercefield Park, near Chepstow (where
Henry Clay, Arthur's grandfather, founded
Chepstow Racecourse).*

3 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)

4 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
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The family of Major Arthur Joseph Clay
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5 Family Tree created by Jill Hempsall using information and photos from Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
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Arthur was baptised on 12™ June 1870 at the church in Stapenhill.®
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Arthur had three younger brothers:
Gerard Arden Clay, born 1871
Ernest Charles Clay, born 1872
Wilfred Henry clay, born 1874

The boy's mother Agnes Lucy (known as Aggie) died, aged 35, on 17
February 1874, three days after giving birth to Wilfred. Family
tradition has it that her husband came home from work to find her
bleeding to death, and the midwife in a drunken stupor on the floor,
although a contemporary note records that she died "suddenly."”

The details below are shown in the Stapenhill Burials Record for that
8
year.
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Aqgie’s still unmarried sister, Margaret Isabella Arden, two and a half
years her senior, came to take care of the four little boys, then all
under five; they called her "Aunt Mardit". But tragedy struck again
only four years later, when she died after a fall from a horse in 1878.

& www.ancestry.co.uk Baptism Records
7 The Clay Book, courtesy of Robin Clay
8 www.ancestry.co.uk Death Records
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Arthur's three younger brothers.

Gerard Arden Clay Ernest Charles Clay Wilfred Henry Clay
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In 1871 the Census Records show that the family were living at
Stapenhill House in Burton upon Trent. Father Charles John's occupation
shows as Barrister at Law and Brewers Merchant. Arthur is 11 months
old and his brother Gerard is less than a month old - and has not yet
been given a name. The family have eight staff working for them
including a butler, various nurses and housemaids. See page 7 for the
1871 Census Record.

The 1881 Census shows the family still living at Stapenhill House. Father
Charles John has his occupation recorded as Brewer Firm of Bass & Co -
and is now recorded as a Widower. Arthur, Gerard, Ernest and Wilfred
are all scholars, with Mary Furse Browning as their Governess (a
Spinster aged 44 from Falmouth - her father was a Surgeon in the
Navy).” The family also have a butler, a cook, a housekeeper, a groom,
housemaids and a scullery maid working for them. See page 8 for the
1881 Census Record.

10

After the death of his mother,
Arthur's father married
Elizabeth Teasdale Smith (known
as Mittie) in 1883 (Arthur would
have been about 13 at the time).
She was born in Alnwick,
Northumberland. Her father was
a Wine Merchant and her
mother a Seller/Printer/
Stationer.!! Elizabeth had
formerly been a private
governess for the Bott family,
farmers of 330 acres at Church
Broughton, Burton upon Trent.'?

® www.ancestry.co.uk BMD Cornwall, Falmouth 1783-1883
10 photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
1 www.ancestry.co.uk 1861 Census
12 www.ancestry.co.uk 1881 Census
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13 The 1871 Census Record
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14 The 1881 Census Record
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15

Charles John and Elizabeth had two
daughters (Arthur's half-sisters), Elizabeth
Mildred - known as Mildred (born in 1886)
and Adelaide Hilda - known as Hilda (born in
1887).

In 1884, when Arthur was about 13, he started at Harrow - a boarding
school for boys. The insert below from the Harrow School Register shows
that Arthur was there from 1884 to 1889. Henry Montagu Butler (an
English academic and Clergyman) was the Headmaster. The Small Houses
mentioned provided board for 5-10 boys whilst waiting for a space in the
large house (of which there were 12 - each of about 70 boys) with a 13™
used as an overflow. Each house had its own facilities, customs and
traditions and competed in sporting events against each other.

18847] HENRY MONTAGU BUTLER. 427

Clay, Arthur Joseph (Small Houses and Mr. Cruikshank’s), son of C. J. Clay,
Esq.. Holly Bush, near Burton-on-Trent. Left 18892 New Coll.
Oxf., B.A. and M.A. 1896 ; Director of Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton, Brewers,
and of the Gordon Hotels; Capt. 6th (Res.) Batt. N. Staffs. Regt.
D1ED of pneumonia, at Harpenden, whilst on duty with his Regt.,
16 Feb. 18th, 1915.

15 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
16 http:/www.harrowschool-ww1.org.uk/HarrowSchoolRegister1845-1885
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In the 1891 Census, Arthur is
residing at Hollybush Hall in
Newborough, near Burton
upon Trent with his father,
stepmother and siblings. See
page 12. He is recorded as an
Oxford Undergraduate. !’

In 1889, Arthur left Harrow
and joined New College at
Oxford University. He
matriculated (was formally
accepted for admission) in
1889, aged 19. In 1892 he
also achieved fourth-class
honours in Jurisprudence (the
study, knowledge or science
of Law), and had the degrees
of BA and MA conferred on
him on 18 June 1896.

At some stage during this time, Arthur joined the Army Reserves. He was a
member of the 2" Voluntary Battalion, Prince of Wales's North
Staffordshire Regiment. In 1893, he received a promotion to Second

Lieutenant.

7 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
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This except is from 2nd- Volunteer Battalfaﬂ, the Prince, of Wales's

the London (North Staffordskire Regiment), Arthur Joseph
Gazette, February Clay, Gent., to be Second Lieutenant. Dated
24th 1893 18 _25th February, 1893.

In 1897, he received another promotion, this time to the rank of Captain.

2nd Volunteer Battéh’on, the Prince of Waless

This excerpt is (North Staffordshire Regiment), Lieuntenant

from the London A. J. Clay to be Captain. Dated 4th August,
Gazette, August 3™ 1897. '
1897.7°

In 1898, Arthur invented a system of
shorthand. It was published in 1898 by
Bemrose & Sons and called 'A Manual of
Linear Shorthand - An Original Scientific
Alternating System'.

The book sold for 1/-.

It is still available to buy today and is
considered an important piece of
historical work.2°

18 https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/26376/page/1068
1% https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/26879/page/4349
20 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history and https://www.amazon.co.uk/manual-shorthand-original-scientific
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In 1899, Arthur's
stepsister Mildred sadly
died aged just 13. It was
very shortly after the
laying of the foundation
stone of All Saints church,
Newborough (18
September 1899). The
family were living at
Hollybush Hall in
Newborough at the time.
The church fower was
dedicated to her. %2

/‘ wldddrae d V¥ Mt Aa

Arthur donated £100 towards the cost of the build, and supported many
church and village events. He also presented the church with an organ from
Hollybush Hall - on the organ it says:

To the glory of God/ and affectionate memory
Of their fathers
CHARLES JOHN CLAY
And LORENZO KIRKPATRICK HALL
This organ for many years at HOLLYBUSH

Is presented and enlarged
By ARTHUR JOSEPH CLAY

And re-erected in this place by

EDWARD KIRKPATRICK HALL

In the 1901 Census, Arthur was 30 years old, still living at Hollybush Hall in
Newborough with his father, stepmother and siblings, and is a Director of
Bass, Ratcliff and Gretton Brewers of Burton upon Trent. The company
started out as Bass & Co, but in 1827, they merged with the Ratcliffe
Partnership and brought in John Gretton, creating the company of Bass,
Ratcliffe and Gretton as it traded in the 19™ Century.®

22 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
2 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
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The 1901 Census
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Arthur was one of the promoters of the Ryknield Motor Company Limited
(in Burton). a syndicate whose building works were eventually taken over by
Baguley Cars Ltd.

The Ryknield Engine Company was set up by the Clays, Arthur, Charles,
Gerald and Wilfred plus Baron Burton, William Worthington and Robert
Ratcliff (all prominent in the brewing trade) The company was registered
25 February 1902 and the original directors Arthur Clay and William
Worthington, with Major Baguley manager from 1 July 1902.

A new factory was built at
Shobnall, Burton upon Trent, next
“J to the then Midland Railway, and
! 600 vehicles were produced
annually (steam, and light cars).

* Photo: the Clay brothers and Mr
# Baguley outside the Ryknield
| Factory, Shobnall.

The petrol cars were produced as a 10 hp Ryknield and then 15 hp and 20 hp
versions followed. In 1905, the company went into liquidation, and the
assets sold to Wilfred Clay's new Ryknield Motor Company. This company
too eventually failed and was disposed of to Baguley Locomotive.

Photo: a Ryknield car,
- possibly with Clay
members up front.

25

25 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
Page | 15



In 1905 Arthur took part in the first ever Isle of Man Tourist Trophy Race
(it remains the oldest motor race still being held today, more usually now
run at Silverstone). He finished 14™ out of the 18 finishers with 42 cars
starting the race.

He drove a Ryknield car at an average speed of 25.40 mph and took 8hrs.
11mins. 44.20secs (the winner being John Napier, in an Arrol-Johnson, with
a speed of 33.90 mph giving a time of 6hrs 9min) The race was run over 6
laps of the Highlands (Highroads) course which was 52.15 miles in length,
with 420+ bends.

Photo of John Napier
=X who won the race.

26
Rank Driver Entry Car HP  Speed Time
1 John Napier John Napier Arrol-Johnston 18  33.90 mph | 6:09.14.60 . . . .
2 Percy Northey Charles Rolls Rolls-Royce 20 33.60 mph | 6:11.23.00 The f|n|5h|n9 poslT'ons‘ Fo r‘Ty—
3 Norman Litlejohn  C.H. Wigan \l;'"mf , 14 3340mph 6:14.3540 two cars started the race. A
eguingan
4 Cyril Roberts John Napier Arrol-Johnston 18 31.70 mph | 6:36.58.60 fU” r‘epo rt Of The race can be
() Ernest Courtis J. K. Starkey Rover 16  31.00 mph | 6:43.53.60
Harvey du Cros Harvey du Cros . found On
6 . N Swift 16  29.70 mph | 7:01.12.40
(junior) (junior) . . o

7 W.H.Astell W. H. Astell Orleans 15 2920 mph 7:07.4220 WWW. WI klpedICl.O rg/wu kl/1905_
8 W. Parker Thomas A. Govan Argyll 14 29.00 mph | 7:10.25.00
9 ThomasdJemner  W.H.Astel Orleans 15 28s0mpn 7103240 INternational_Touri sf_Trophy
10 Clifford Earp S. F. Edge Napier 18 28.00 mph | 7:27.44.60
11 R. W. Maudslay R. W. Maudslay Standard 16  27.90 mph | 7:28.02.40
12 Edmund W. Lewis = Edmund W. Lewis  Rover 16  21.70 mph | 7:41.23.60
43 Charles Friswell F. G. Lewin Peugeot 10 26.20 mph | 7:58.54.40

Note the speeds of the cars -
14 Arthur J. Clay Arthur J. Clay Ryknield 15  25.40 mph | 8:11.44.20

. [
15 | FrankG.Cundy | Cecil Edge Napier 18 2520mph 8171040 The winner's fastest Speed was
16 John Dennis R. Dennis Dennis 14  24.70 mph | 8:26.43.60
| ’ — 33.9 mph.
17 Richard Lascelles  F. R. Simms 20 22.50 mph | 8:49.08.00
Welbeck

18 Robert Downing R. Dennis Dennis 14 23.00 mph | 9:05.48.80

26 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1905_International_Tourist_Trophy
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On 10™ May 1905, at the age of 35,
Arthur married Bridget Parker-Jervis,
who was then 30, at Lichfield
Cathedral. ?” He and Bridget moved to
Grangewood Hall, Netherseal.

Arthur and Bridget had four children:

| Evelyn Agnes Clay (Evie) born 01/10/1906. She
married Ted Williams, a Brigadier of the Rifle
Brigade, and had four children (David, Bruce,
Bridget and Joanna) and nine grandchildren. She
died in 199528

Evie Clay- 1934

27 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
28 Family Tree of Robin Clay, grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard and the Clay Book.
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Doris Muriel Clay born 24/12/1907 at Grangewood. She
. sadly died there on 12/10/1909, less than two years old.

Charles John Jervis Clay born in 1910 and
baptised at Netherseal Church on 19/03/1910. He
was educated at Eton and New College, Oxford. He
married Patricia Agnes Chapman in 1936 and they
had three children - a son and two daughters.?’ In
the 1939 Register Charles is recorded as Merchant
Bankers' Clerk and was living at Leek Hill House,
Kirby Lonsdale, Lancashire with Patricia. There is a
note next to his name showing that he was in the
Officers Cadet Reserves, Service No. 6970933. In
the Second World War, he served with the Rifle

' Brigade but was captured after the Battle of
Calais in 1941. He spent the rest of the war as a

POW.3° Charles died on 01/06/1988 aged 78.

,L«////\f

Henry Arthur Clay (Arthur) born 23/04/1913 at
Grangewood and baptised at Netherseal Church on
27/05/1913. He was educated at Radley and Birmingham
University. He married (Daphne Sybil) Pauline Atkinson on
12/06/1937 in King's Norton and they had one son.3! In the
1939 Register, they were living in Birmingham and Henry was
Assistant Managing Director of a Brass Founders and
Engineering company.

2% Family Tree of Robin Clay, grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard.
30 The Clay Book, courtesy of Robin Clay.
31 www.ancestry.co.uk BMD Index 1916-2005
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Family photo of Evie,
Arthur and Charles.
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at Craythorne Hall.

Family photo of Arthur's car

32 Photos courtesy of Robin Clay (grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard www.ancestry.co.uk)
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A page from a Family photo album, showing Grangewood Hall,

Bridget and Evie.
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In 1907, Arthur resigned his Commission as Captain in the Army Reserves

Volunteer Battalion.

This excerpt is from the 9,4 Volunteer Battalion, The Prince of Wales's

London Gazette, August (North Staffordshire Regiment); Captain A, J.
Clay resigns' his commission. Dated 23rd

27th 1907.

July, 1907.

The 1908 Kelly's Directory (UK
Trade Directory) records Arthur's
name and address under the section
of County Magistrates for the
Burton on Trent Petty Sessional
Division (A petty sessional

division was, in England and Wales,
the area that a magistrates’

court had jurisdiction over). His
father Charles is recorded below
him.33

COUNTY MAGISTRATES FOR BURTON-ON-TRENT
PETTY SESSIONAL DIVISION,

Burton Lord D.L. Rangemore, Burton-on-Trent

Meynell Hon. Frederick George Lindley, Hoar Cross
hall, Burton-on-Tront

Hardy Sir Reginald bart, D.L, Dunstall hall, Burton-

on-Trenb

Mosley Sir Oswald bart. D.L. Relleston hall, Burton-on-
Trent

Fowler-Butler Major-Gen. Robert, Barton-under-Need-
woad, Burton-on-Trent

Bass genﬂhm Arthur Hamar esq. Byrkley lodge, Burton-
on- ¢

Bridgman Henry Bdward esg. Bridge sireet, Barton-

C.t?r;ingt: Hugh Spencer Dove eliff,Burton-on-Trent

n esq. Dove

Clay Arthur ;g.Ph esq. Grangewood house, Over Seal,
Ashby-de-la-Zouch

Glay Charles Jobn esq. Hollybash ball, Bortos-gn-Trent

_____ e

In 1910, Arthur's father
Charles died and he
inherited Hollybush Hall.
As he was now living at
Grangewood Hall, he sold
the property to the
Hignet family.?*

33 Ancestry.co.uk UK Midlands and Various UK Trade Directories 1770-1941 Staffordshire 1908 Kelly's Directory

34 www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history
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Family Photograph taken in 1909. Arthur and his brothers are on the back
row. His stepmother and father sit in the middle of the photo. His wife
Bridget is next to Charles John on the right and their two daughters Doris
and Evie are on the front row.

The 1911 Census record shows Arthur and Bridget at Grangewood Hall, and
married for five years. Their children Evie and Charles aged 5 and a year
old aren't listed.
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They are found on a separate page of the Census Records. Along with a
Children's Nurse and a Nursemaid, the children are boarders at Nol
Wellington Crescent, Ramsgate - a boarding house on the sea front. It can
be assumed that they were on holiday (a similar occurrence is highlighted in
the family scrapbooks where a children's nurse took Arthur's brother
Gerard's children on holiday).>®
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State, for cuch Marriod Womaa nﬂml Ol Tulusty o Serviee with |

of ovary Lo, whother Momler of Pl s My Vo SEVIAEG | oree |

Fuwily, Visitor, Boarder, or Servaut,
who
(1) passadd the night of Sunday, April | S
2nd, 18911, m this dwdﬂng and |,
wras alive ot miduight, or
(2) amived in this dwelling on the
‘morning of Mondsy, April 8rd, not
iun enumeraled elsewliore.
® No one els st be ineluded.

For onder of enteiog names ese Examplee on
‘back of Schedale.)

W‘ 'n.“‘l qustion shoud geae |
2 tes oo | The soly shodl show sbe prece, braach of | 4 be v b el
Mrringe, Pl Manulabtuce, &c. tho buinees carciod on by
Do it - i
alive wrie * None * in
b 7).

e vnplogerTE (s o
harly Showa ja Gol 10
guestion aeed a0t be |
ey

@I Lom s » Toregn Gouate,

I engged iw gny Trade or Mawufscous
e o tho Gow (ry

the

m.mx.m.laf woek done, and the Arida
Materizl worked of deslt in shoald |

eyl mﬂ:n

e | (ee Instructiona 1 to § and Examples on back
SUBCLSIER) 45« llmmu\m 8 and Bxam. | oo
plés on back of Schedule)

3 MNMLMW

—In the e
bors doswhend
Viales, state !

Dras /m,,f o ) ‘ 3 ,,{Oﬂfmol.;‘w,;gA,,
% %M« Nornad m | B-Fos s | 0
-%ﬁw ‘%é— o L —M“ = it J
_.wmﬂa@m? Hurds' !

(To be filled up by, ar om behalf of, the Hewd of Family or othe person in occupstion, of in charge, of this dwalling)
Write below the Nwaber of Reoms in this
Tenement, ).
Couat e um....mma‘.",mu
senllery,

1 declare hat this Sohedult is correetly illed up o the best of my knowledge and belief.
i : B o

ekl pstictm § Sigmature j!;' g “ 1 -
ot Postal Addres WM#

&

35 Family scrapbook images provided by Robin Clay ((grandson of Arthur’s brother Gerard)
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The 1911 Census

CENSUS OF ENGLAND AND WALES, 9l (”‘.?"w‘“‘“‘i,#_::m

Before writing on this Schedule please read the Examples and the Instructions given on the other side of the paper, as well as the headings of the Columns.  The entries should be written in Ink.

The contents of the Schedule will be treated as confidential.  Strict care will be taken that no information is disclosed with regard to individual ;‘zerstm.s. The returns are not to be used for proof of age, as in connection with Old Age Pensions, or for any other purpose
than the preparation of Statistical Tables.

‘ RELATIONSHIP| AGE NATIONALITY
Y ] PROFESSION or OCCUPATION BIRTHPLACE of every Person | INFIRMITY.
NAME AND SURNAME toF Head of (la:;dmétxhgay) PARTICULARS 8s to MARRIAGE, of Persons aged ten years and upwards. of every person.

borii in a
Foreign Country.

Wtier | (1) T¢ born in| the United King- | State whether:—| T, iy ) B
g & lom, write the name of the (l) “ British sub- Schedule is : —
‘Gwn Account. - County, and Town or Parish. | Ject by pareut- @) <Totally

Deat

| Writo opposite the @I bom in any other part of | o) e Nuturalised | Deafy” or «

B Whether Employer,
of every Persn, whether Momber of Bt e ek ot W Pons g oty o S i, "ok
Family, Visitor, Boarder, or Servant, 1:‘10r Infants s e
53 under one year- |* g R 3 3

Write This question should gener- [ ™" nhwhmmn s Ll and Dumb,”

state the age «Single,” :
(1) passed the night of Sunday, April | State W““”’" in months as |« ypey Childre i ally be answered by stating odin British ~_sul
Y ed,” hildren born alive to § The reply should show the cise branch of K=8 th 2) “Totall
2nd, 1911, n this. dwelling ‘and wiphesder | leunderonemonth,?| i ascwsrs | Coms l present Marriage. Proiession, Trade, Manufacture, &e. ihe businos cariad on by | Tl adug, |, 4 ;::;'e o the Dopendeny, | e giving @ “Toully |
Tt s ot eI VS e, Mo el ST | Dl MR || S e i | o
(2) arrived in this d\vellmg on the | other I £ ol inh ;;‘ ¥ If engaged in any Trade or Manufacture, the | -the question need not be g:m;’::m opposite the | (3) If born in a Foreign Country, (ﬂm Im'k:clc‘:l:l’.lo-
morning of Monday, April 8rd, not | ,, g Vser,” Ty a particular kind of work done, and the Article | answered here. name of each write the name of the Country. (3) 1 of forcign A%
having been enumerates elsewhero, ?g:‘:,:gt STl SRS S ngod‘lﬁ;!;ears Yt f:df b M‘d":"‘:l dworkad or dealt in should | Ny entry needed for Domestic Ser- | ! :,‘:,f{:::r;id: Ll (4) T born at sea, write * At Sea.” “L“'::D“‘;ll x";y, state thoinfirmity
% 3 - Sl ds i y clearly indicatc vants in private employmeat. ) i b, state whethor oeite that per.
No one else must be included. T e s I Gyl b e | | | e e B | & 12Reke” | iy nama, o
(For order of entering names see Examples on 1 of i “;';:, ‘ ABlue avo | (See Tnstructions 1 to 8 and Examples on beck | state what body. u(nu;l‘;y’;g"”;tht:‘ | Wales, state whether “Resident” or |~ «Russian,”| te 282 n}:}nch
back of Schedale,) ; one” " | of Scheduls) | (See Instruction 9 an i e | || @ Visitor” in this Country, oo, he or she became

| RS el R AL afficted.

ete.

elative, opposite the present
Marriage

ud : RS s . 10. a4 n 2 [ " O¥T | 1s. 16

MMM b tny monied | | | [ ecoory oreclAdd O S B ey ' | Hofpentiic, Dby, Bashwk |
B owdlget Bl : raskeine| 2 damlia i)y b S ; % Ay 4 05)) -Bhedikn
Oeltise ﬁ(“"lf" é”»‘&‘ 28 | ] foq iy i 7091.&«4 o WC /L 9} 7es f ﬁa‘w‘ua% Lfplfodd. ro
Ooreg Mw\?« T tley . 3 &“}é, { 5 Bl |, ctovest<e. |/ / - ‘;a“g b TBhucptvetd.
Ller. %3M A}"d"‘ 5 i | fowesewaanl | bomestrc. / |
Loron Qonmate Qthi | survand L : | Hovesnin ol climnestis . /\ | : Z‘#J./,,.),/PA e . 080
— B'ﬁ’f Gaso. &/W_ 2avend ' | K fothssn tiacukl,  dimeeatai] /- /z.;;L' Lusad, Sz 081

. 081

|

('!ohllhdnpbr,ntonbehﬂfaf.ﬂmEaadofta.mﬂyumnymnnhmpﬁon,whm,drmidnmnz-)

(To be flled up by the Enumerato) s
AT s thid Bt B o Gt o i coumns I : ¥ : Write bﬂw the Number of !Wml in this | T declare that this Schedule is correctly filled up to the best of my knowledge and belief, .

2.) 1 have counted the males and females in Columns 3 and 4 separately, | Mal,
& and have compared their sum with the total number of perwn;. ‘* Mnt the utdmn as a room hnt do not count
@) Mﬁcr ‘making the necessary enquiries I_have completed all entries on | { closet, bathroom; Q5 M//l

the Schedule which appeared to bo delective, and have gorrected | 4 2 office, shop.
ety o ,; { 14 | P v
T o pmernior =25 é‘- Postal AM&!MM lall, dite
- / S0 ?
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In 1915 Arthur became a Captain in the Army.

This excerpt is
from the London
Gazette,
November 2"
1914,

Church Hill 84°-8¢*

6tk Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s (North
Staffordshire Regiment).

Algernon Edward Brice Ind (late Major,
6th Battalion (The Prince of Wales’s (North
Staffordshire Regiment)), to be Major.
Dated 2nd October, 1914.

Arthur Joseph Clay (late Captain, 2nd
Volunteer Battalion, North Staffordshire
‘Regiment) to be Captain. Dated 2rd Novem-
ber, 1914.

MAJOR A. ]J. CLAY
Norih Staffordshire Regiment

Aged 44 Feb. 18th, 1915

Evvest son of C. J. Clay, J.P., of Holly Bush, Burton-on-Trent.
New College, Oxford, 188g—M.A. 1896. Director of Messrs. Bass, Rat-

cliffe and Gretton.

Director of the Gordon Hotels. One of the principal

promoters of the Motor Industry in Burton-on-Trent.
Married, in 19035, Bridget, eldest daughter of T. S. Parker-Jervis, of
Footherley Hall, Lichfield, and leaves two sons and one daughter.

Major Clay had been prominently associated with the old Volunteer

Movement for many years, having obtained his Commission twenty-two
years ago. He had resigned his Captaincy before the formation of the
Territorial Force, but upon the outbreak of the War he immediately
offered his services, and resumed his Captaincy in the 6th (Reserve) Bat-
talion, in the raising of which he showed great energy. He died of

pneumonia, at Harpenden, whilst on duty with his Regiment.

36

The above document details how Arthur resumed his Captaincy upon the
outbreak of war and indicates that he was associated with the Old
Volunteer Movement for many years.

36 http://wwlphotos.com/Names/C/ClayAJMajorNorthStaffsReg.html
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In August 1914, the 6™ Battalion North Staffordshire was a unit of the
Territorial Force with its HQ in Burton-on-Trent. They were part of the
Staffordshire Infantry Brigade, North Midland Division. They were
mobilised for war service on 5™ August 1914. The Division was concentrated
in the Luton area by August of that year.3’

38

This photo, taken in 1914, shows soldiers of the 6™ North Staffordshire
Regiment on Anglesey Road in Burton on Trent.

37 https://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/greatwar/allied/battalion.php?pid=784
38 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk
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39

v- & v; [ : |
? 24 : B

P forth STarfs. v

This photo, taken in 1914 shows the soldiers of the North Staffordshire
Regiment marching along George Street, Burton on Trent.

= This photo shows Bass &
i Co wagons, drawn by
Shire horses, being used
as transport for the 6™
North Staffordshire
Regiment.

39 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk
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“0This photo, taken on Mobilisation Day in 1914, shows War officials
inspecting Bass & Co's horses for war transport work.

The North Staffordshire Regiment transferred fo near Luton in August
1914. Arthur was based in Harpenden.

According to an article in the Herts Advertiser on 5th February 1915, the
arrival of the North Staffordshire Battalion into Harpenden provided ‘a
source of satisfaction to the fownspeople'. The Notts and Derbys
(Sherwood Foresters) had previously been billeted at Harpenden but had
left months before. The article said:*

"Troops are again stationed in Harpenden. This is a source of satisfaction
to the tradespeople and to many householders, who welcome the addition to
the family income arising from the billeting money. Some of the residents

40 https:/www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk
41 www.harpenden-history.org.uk/page/more_troops_in_harpenden_- 1915
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in large houses have as many as ten and twelve men billeted upon them. The
cooking of meals has to be done in all these instances. The payment for
non-commissioned officers, as formerly, is 9d per night, but these
invariably take their meals at mess-rooms, so the labour and inconvenience
to the households is not so great.

As in the case of the "Notts" and "Derbies”, every effort will be made to
secure the comfort and entertainment of the men during their stay. The
YMCA Recreation Room at the Public Hall will probably be re-opened; the
Wesleyan Recreation and Reading Room has again been placed at the
disposal of the troops, and also the Rector and Captain Lydekker have been
busily at work preparing the Rector's Room near the Parish Church and the
Church Mission Room, Luton Road, as reading, writing and recreation
centres. At these two latter places, refreshments will be supplied at
reasonable prices, and the arrangement for this department are in the
hands of a committee of ladies.

Church parade services for the battalions, some of which have bands, will
re-commence at the Parish and St John's Churches next Sunday morning.
Mr E R Billingham, organist, will again give organ recitals after Sunday
evening service at the parish church; in fact, a start was made last Sunday,
such favourite hymns as 'Lead, Lindly Light' and 'Fight the Good Fight' being
also sung. The weather has not been very favourable for the drilling of the
troops this week. On Sunday Harpenden received an ‘invasion’ of soldiers in
motor cars and buses from Golders Green, when the 'operations’ included
movements on the Common and luncheon in the village. *?

Photos of the North Staffs Regiment in Harpenden.

42 Source: http:/www.harpenden-history.org.uk/page/the_sherwood_foresters_billeted_in_harpenden_1914-1915;
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10. Military funeral, High Street, Harpenden, Winter 1914-15
LHS archives - SF 0028

During February of 1915, whilst stationed at Harpenden, Arthur became ill
with pneumonia. There were almost daily updates in the Burton Mail giving

details of his progress.

Al ATTACK OF PHEUI!ONIA.

” Captain A. J. mny,adlreotorome
Bass Ratcliff and Gretton, Ltd., who left
Burton for Harpenden last Satan'day week
with the 6th (Reserve) Battalion Noerth.
Stnﬁonhim'e Regiment. is suffernng from
pneumonia at his billet.

A specialst has been summoned, who'
gives a hopeful account of the patient’s

II.IESSBFWVAII A. J. GLAY

Mr. Gerard Cley ith his brother,
. 16 now Wi
u\dtb-daymgd that there is & rather |

10™ February 1915

" 'GAPTAIN A, J. CLAY.

REPORTED SLIGHTLY WORSE
T0-DAY.

We regret to learn to—da\' that Cﬂptmn A.
J. Clay, who is suffering froun pnefumoma, is
rather worse, alﬂmgli there is every hope
for his recovery.

Lest night Oq:th;m Clay’s tevmpemtum wns
very high, A wire received in Burton to-
day from Mr, Gerard Clay states that his
brother’s condition is *° rather worse, but
nof hopeless.”

Captain Clay is with the 6th (Reserve)

Battalion of ﬁe N
ment b " ; oﬁ:h Staffordshire ch;.

b ..;—».

11™ February 1915
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| GAPTAIN ‘A. J. GLAY.

CONDITION FAIRLY
SATISFACTRY.

It is pleasing to know thet &tptainMA.
7.

J. Clay’s condition s improving.
Gerard Clay, who is with his brother at
Harpenden, th's morning wired to Burton :

Specialist this moning reports ctn-
dition feirly satisfactory.  Strength
:ﬁiftmed ; slept two hours. Feeding

CAPTAIN A. J. GLAY.

P g

DISTINGT IMPROVEMENT I HIS
COMDITION.

B

Yesterday evening, Mr. Gorard Clay tele-
graphed to Messrs. Bass and (o, Burion,
that his eother, Cantain A, J. Clex (who 1s
suffering from penumonia, at Ilarpendeu)
was worse, and that the care waz very sori-

It will be remembered that Captain A.
J. Clay, who recently went to Ha!-)rpmldenl g
g"lﬂi’foihs 6th (Resarve) Battalion North
:"m‘:ui o d-illge th;eg m(;xrf contracied preu-|
was very segne. .. hesday|

12™ February 1915

_ CAPTAI A. J. CLAY.

Mr. R. J. T. Cooke, gencral manager of
Messrs. Bass, Ratcliff and Greiton, I.id.,
received the following telegram 1especting
tiie condit,on of Captain A. J. Clay, to-day :—

o
Very cer.ous yest

s S ous resicrday. Improvernent

since.  Sowe hope.”’ 5

V?’e understan.d that the prcumonis trom
frhlch Captain Clay s suffering at Harpen-len
is of-a very bad type, the special «nar-
acteristic of which jg g ** creeping crisis.”

A\-

The funeral service was held at
Newborough Church and Arthur buried
was there. The family requested that
he did not have a military funeral.

43

43 Burton Mail 22" February 1915, courtesy of the Magic Attic, Swadlincote.

To-day, however, the bullelin is as
follows:— ]

“Better night. Slight but distine: in.
provement this morning.”

13™ February 1915

18™ February 1915. Captain Clay died that
day, aged 44.

THE LATE CAPT. A. J CLAY.
£ T0-MORROW AT
. m““niz';noawcn.

e —

TRIBUTE BY THE VICAR OF BURTINM.
b.-*
seration haz bezn made in the aTTADge-
x::t:lfar the funeral of the late Captain A
J. Clay, which sakes place to-IOITOW. It has
been decided that the interment mll. take
place at Nowborough Churchyard, Burion-on-
Trent, at 3 p.m. . y
Flowers segt to Burton rallway station be-
fore noan wiil be called for.
Thera will be no cortege. hut a number of
ropresentative of the various depariments ol
Mee:rs. Bass and Company Wil aitend the
| service in oharch, which will be of 2 simple
|character. A nunrber of military officers will

‘be present.
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44

LIIVE £\l s ~

,TI!E LATEGAPT. A J. GLAY,

~ INPRESSIVE EARLY-MORNING
SERVIGE.

INTERMENT AT- NEWSOROUGH.

Amidst general manifestations of grief,
the funernl of fhe Jate Captain Arthur J.
Clay, 6th (Reserve) North Staffordshire Regi-
mant, a director of Messrs. Baes, Ratcliff and|
Gretton, Ltd., who died &t his billet at Hax-|
penden, from puelmonia, last 'l‘huu‘daJV!
night, took pltce &t Néwbordugh Obureh-
yard thig afiernoon. In conformance with
the wishes of the family, the obsequies were|
carried out in the simplest possible manner,
and, thecefore, thieé full military honours to
which the deceased officor Was entitled ware,
net accorded, at Newborough at all events. !

The coffin was brought from Harpenden to'
Newborough yesterday by motor heasse after
a service which was attended by a laxge
numbar of officers and men of the 6th
Reserve Battalion.: The body was met at the
late officer's quarters by the officers and men
of the late Captain Clay’s old Company,3,”
and cscoried ta the oufskirts of Harpendun
by the Brigadier, General Pole Gell, and the
officers. The “ Dead March ” in  Saul > was
played by the bend, and then the coffin was
convey>d by motor hearse to Newkhorough.

Leav.nzr the Hertiordshire villoge at
about 4.30, the hody arrived at
Newborough shortly after miduight, and
was met at the church gate by the Viear
{Rev. T. H. Spinney, M.A., F.R.CO.), the
Rev. Monidgis H. Sp:ntiey, X.A., Mns. Bee.,
the churchiwardens (Messrs. T. Mellor and T
ihaltho), and Messrs. T. Bill, W. Craner, and
S. W. Cobb (parizh cleck), The
churchyard which was bathed in moon-|
light ay the tiny procession wended its
Wway into the sacred building, the vicasr read.
ing the septences, and carefully deposited the

:cofﬁnmgbfew&tthec_ cel steps. The
{coffin, which was of polished oak, wae draped
iwith the Union Jack, on which were ‘placed
the deceased officer’s sword, and belt.
At the head was a beautiful floral ‘anchor
from the widow, and at tha feet a simple
but touching tributs from the three father.
less children. m charming wreaths and
Crosses Weré ar in  the immediate
viciity of the coffin. A ehort service was
gone through, this including ghe lesson from
the Book of Wisdpmn, the two last Prayer
from the burial service, and one from the

Ameriean Preyer Book, the ioe -
'ing with the,Lord’s Prayer &;den mlnd

hurst, E. J. Whitehuarst.

Large mumbers of people from l}:ﬂﬁ};’)ﬂoﬁj
the parishes surrounding Newhor last;
flocked to ths churchyard to ey ﬂl{?‘"aa |
tribute of 1eepect to the late (,a.ptatin_ ;.':';!
this afternoon. .The deceased gen Eolly
femily mesided mbdroe than 20 years 3§ e Y
fosh Haeil, and he spent moat of his tg';i
hood there, and wae very mﬁdara;;fhfwm
villagers. Amongst those who ¢ B X
Burton were a Iangsxge muiibér of the deoeased?
colleagues and employees in the scvice (z:l
Mensrg, Bass and Co. Besides many persoa
friends, there were also a number of fellow
lofficers of the 6th (Reserve) Baftation North
'Staffordshiré Regiment, and & few of the men
ito act as bearers. .

' The chief mourners were: The widow, Mr.
Gerard Clay, AMrs. C. J. Qlay, Cuaptain and
Mirs. Clifford  Mrs. Gerard Clay, Lieutenant
Wiltrid H. Clay, Mr, and Mrs. Eruizst Clay.
| Tho eexrvick was of a simple but impres-
sive chdiradter. As the congregation _were
‘aesemblidg the Rev. Montagu H. Spinney
,[ﬂ!\_\“{‘d ceveral marches of a funeral cher-
laoter on the otgan, including one by Pmﬁel]
‘Mamsfield, I’Etoile (Clifford ' Roberts), “O
Rest in the Lcid’ and ‘“ Blessed are the
Departed.”” The full choir was in attend-
ance, and Jod the einging of the Lhymns, “ Uh
what the jov and the glory muet, be,”” “ Fight
the good fitht.”” The service was conducted
by tha Viear (the Rev. T. H. Spinney),
acsisted by the Revs. W. W, Worthington,
1D (Noakme 3 -XY: Gilbert (Viogr Qf"g‘::uq_
‘stone and Chaplbin to the 6tX Notth Stafford-
<41ty Régiment), A, Lowe (Vicar of Range-
moie), B. R. Hibbett (Needwood), aad F.. C.
Tilley (Hoar Cross). The coffin was borne to
the grave by a bearer party composed of
<igat members of the 6th (Reserve) North
Stafford=hire Regiment. nider Company-Ser-

Sedint-Muer Sl N0 e e b

" As the coffin was borne from the chuarch
the Nunie Dimittis was sung, followed by,
the playine of the *“ Dead March " in!
“ Saund,” as the bearers conveyed the body!
'to tho graveside. After the commitial]
prayers, the service concluded with the'
ymn ““ For all the Saints ** and the hlessing.i
. The ve, which is situated .immediately:
at the foot of the deceaced’s father’s (Mr. ..
J. Clay, who was interred in April, 1910:.)
was lived with moss and evergreens, which:
had been plnced there hy direction of}
AMr. Hutchindon, the head gardeher at Holly
Bueh Hall.

Amongst those present were numerocus
representatives of \gwsr& Base and Co.; viz.:
Colonel J. Gretton, M.P., Major H. Frederick
Guotton, M2ajor R. F. Ratelift, M.P., Mr. P,
W. Ratcliff, Mr. Jno. Lambrick, and Mz, F.
R. {mrﬁ:rd {directors). .
_ -cembers  of the Burton Staffi presenti
Qxclnded Massts. R. J. ‘P. Cooke (map;agén,'
Claude Bert (secvetary), R. T, Benstead, W,
J. Bull, George Bukton, H. A. Cuchman R.
W. Clubb, W. B. Clubb, B. Corbet, G. W.
Garratt; W. A. Haynes, J, J. Hunter, A.
Heape, A, Lambriek, T. J. Lyle, George,
Myoty:- (late secretary), J. Myott, J. H. Mat.
thews, W. A. Matthews Maurice Moreton,
W. Odling, James O’Suflivan, W. B. Oilic’
W.J. Oliver, F. II. Paity, ' J. Pullin, R. D.

otter, G. A. P. Plant, Thomas Ross {late
manager), J. W. Robettson, Heber Robinson,
Do A, L. Stern_ Dr. Slefer, S. J. Smith; H. G.
Sibley, J. Spaiton, H. Tooby, W. Walters, E.

C. Walters, H. E. Whituey, Charles White-

44 Burton Mail 23" February 1915, courtesy of the Magic Attic, Swadlincote.
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Arthur's grave and headstone at
Newborough Church.

After the death of her husband, Bridget and her three remaining children,
then aged 3, 5 and 9, moved to The Well House, Banstead, in Surrey, the
home of her brother-in-law Ernest.

Bridget died on 6 June 1973 in Hindhead at the age of 88.

Arthur's British Army WW1 Medal Roll does not show a record of any
medals as he didn't fight in the theatre of war. There seems to be a
discrepancy with regard to his rank. The official War Records show that he
held the rank of Major, yet on local newspaper records he is recorded as
Captain Clay.
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The two newspaper articles below are from the Burton Mail. The first
article is from 215" October 1915 and gives details from Arthur's Last Will
and Testament. The second article is from 20™ April 1916 and details the
dedication of a Brass Memorial Tablet dedicated to Arthur at the church in

Harpenden.
LATE MAJOR A.J CLAY.

M ZMORIAL TABLET DEDICATED.

>

Yast. woek, at the Parish Church, Harpen-
den, Hertlordshive, a bresa memorial bg.ble}{l;
to the latc Major A. J: Clay, of the Z-6th.
North Staffordshire- Regimeént, Wb-o_dicd at
Hurpenden last year, while in: training, was
formally dedicated. - The hrass tablet; which
bore the Prince of Wales a'feathers and the -
Htaffordshire Knot, displayed the following.

insceription :—— |
of God. and in loving

“To the Glo o7
memory of the late Arthur Joseph Clay; -
Major, 6th North Staffordshire Regiment,

who died at Ha‘rﬁenden in- the service of

* | WILL OF CAPTAIN A. J. CLAY,
—— e,
The will is published to-day of Captain
i Arthur Joseph Clay, of Grangewood, Overseal
Burton, managing director of Messia, Bass,
Ratoliff and Gretton, and eldest son of Mr.
| C. J. Clay, of Holly Bush, Burton. He witl
also’ be remembered as  director of the
Gordon Hotels, and some years ago, with his
brothers, established the Ryknield Motor
work, now known as the Baguley Cars, Tid.
Captain Clay died at Harpenden while he
Was on service with his regiment, the 6th

(Reserve)  Battalion North Staffordshire
Regiment, on February 18th last, leaving

his country on February 18th, 1915, This

- brasa ig placed by his brothers. -

Crown for the valiant ;
To weary ones rest,”

estate valued at £53,499 18g, 2d., with net;
personalty £32,696 9s. 6d.¢ Mrs. Bridget Clay,
of Grangewood House, his widow, and Mr,
Gerard Arden Clay, of Needwood Lodge, his
brother, are the executors,

The will is dated 16th November, 1912,
wherein testator leaves : £100 to his brother

- Major Clay will be remembered as a Basgs
- director, ard formerly- resident—first -t |
, Holly' Bush and sfterwards at Grangewood," |
: Overseal. - . R e
i The relatives present were Mrs, " Gerard
: Ciay, Burton-on-Treat, (sister-in-lat) ; Cap-
i tain Wilfrid Claﬁ% 2-8th North Staffordshire
. Regiment, and ' Mr, Frnest Clay, Banstead
&brqﬁhets). The ded-ication-’--was--sélemnised

frrgmt Cg?&l’es; £100 to his brother, Gerard

en; to his brother, Wilfrid Henry; i duriig evensong, Afterthe hymn, *“ O what
to his wi : > ithej d the glory 7 the “he
sonal e oo i honachold snper” | ooy and e rory st e T e P10

sonal effects, £200, and ho confirmed pro- J. Tappaer (curate) left theip stalls, and,-

i W
: -
he relatives, proceeded” to the.

visfgns o(;f h—Jt:xe marriage settlement. The ;'ﬁPquGd v &

residue is property he leaves to his wife ! Borth aislé, whera on the north wall of the
during mdow!lood in t.mst, or, in the event ! nf::,?eg‘ ewere 0,{‘5&’3‘ 5 been fixed. ere
of her l-e-nm.rrw,ge3 her income (with i | Erave soldier,” as the Refmfzmﬁw o 3
settelment funda;) is to be made up to £500 per Prayezs from the burial ‘service wéz:at’ f:?o !
a.m:um, and subject thereto he left, the residue 3‘;’51‘;;;,"0,‘;’ cllf 43 others from . Service of
a8 to one-half to such son a8 shall first attain turming to tge cmom&ls e A
21 years, and the other one-half to hig other  for ths war fol.low:dl: p;:aer: gf o A
children equally, but if there should be only gcariptuze cammencinf “ But gyﬁs:l%gong'

Ve you be ignoran brathren, concoernin

one son and one daughter, then three-fourths

to such son and one-fourtl, to such daughter;  was read. At the -close

or, if t ¥ : €@
i r};:;:r :re 10 children, then to his three °‘;§;‘“§%m Ty Las(:B:%&:f are the departed *
5 7 . : e’ L u t Lid 5 ? 5 4

If his wife should nog Te-marry then the jflients stmple, but very .i'fgll'gsiw) se:i[v?x‘<:we.‘.as %

income therefrom to
; mainder to hig
i and, f&iling
she had re-married, oy

her for life with
children as she shajl appo!:l:-
appomtmen. on like trusts ag 12
mg:l:;; e f’a-llingmsueﬂhentohis
ired that hig ordinary shees Bass,

teliff, and Gretton ' 'fnxmm less

| tzod«.wt;owillpra'v'enia!i:'.nm’“’:’;.g’ld :
| ——
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The
Commemorative
Plaque in
Harpenden
Church.

The
Commemorative
Plaque in
Newborough
Church.

4> Source: www.findagrave.com/memorial/196174868/arthur-joseph-clay;

46 Source: https:/www.newboroughvillage.co.uk/history;
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In Memory of

Major

Arthur Joseph Clay

2nd/6th Bn., North Staffordshire Regiment who died on 18 February 1915 Age 43

Eldest son of Charles John Clay, of Holly Bush, Newborough; husband of Bridget Clay, of The Well House,
Banstead, Surrey.

Remembered with Honour
Newborough (All Saints) Churchyard

TORETAAT

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

47 Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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The Netherseal Village War
Memorial
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Document Author: Jill Hempsall, Netherseal

48 Photos courtesy of Jill Hempsall
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